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Meet our Protected Resources Gear Team 

O ur gear team is made up of 
six individuals along the 
coast who combine different 

skill sets to meet three main goals:

Analyze recovered fishing gear 
from marine mammal and sea turtle 
interactions. 

Respond to data requests and 
support  the Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Team discussions 
about the impacts humans may be 
having on large whales. 

Work with industry to develop 
operational, gear-related mitigation 
measures that consider safety and 
practical application in the field, while 
providing conservation benefit to 
marine mammals and sea turtles. 

Through the combination of 
research, data analysis, and policy, 
the gear team provides essential 
feedback and coordination to help 
us better understand the impacts 
of commercial fishing gear on 
marine mammals and sea turtles 
and how gear modifications can be 
implemented in a safe and effective 
manner. Feel free to reach out to 
them!

Northeast Stock Assessment Update

G roundfish, monkfish, bluefish, black 
sea bass, scup, and groundfish stocks 
shared by the U.S. and Canada are 

up for assessment reviews in 2019. In addition, 
assessments for several other stocks will be 
updated throughout the year by adding new 
catch and survey data. Each assessment gives 
a picture of stock health, and provides the 
scientific basis for management advice.  

In July, the U.S.-Canada Transboundary 
Resources Assessment Committee assessed 
eastern Georges Bank cod and haddock, and 
Georges Bank yellowtail flounder. In August, 
selected Mid-Atlantic stocks (monkfish, 
bluefish, scup, and black sea bass ) and 
in September, stocks from the Northeast 
groundfish complex will be assessed and 
reviewed by independent experts. The results 
of these assessments will then be provided to 
the New England and Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Councils this fall. 

Some stocks will incorporate new data 
sources. These data include the newly revised 

recreational catch estimates for bluefish, black sea 
bass, scup, Gulf of Maine cod and haddock, and 
pollock.  Assessment scientists will also incorporate 
new estimates of survey efficiency for some 
groundfish species that were developed with the 
commercial fishing industry through the Northeast 
Trawl Advisory Panel. 

The data used in stock assessments come from 
many sources. Research surveys give baseline 
information about the population. Data that describe 
catch come from commercial and recreational 
fishermen, dealers, port samplers, and fishery 
observers. Stock assessment scientists use these 
data to estimate the numbers and ages of fish in 
a population, numbers of incoming young fish, 
and harvest rates consistent with building and 
maintaining sustainable fisheries. 

During 2020, we will phase new 
approaches into the process.  These 
include:

•  Grouping assessments into management and 
research tracks. 

•  Management track assessments will include 
assessment information required for fishery 
management actions.

•  Research track assessments will investigate 
new assessment approaches.  

•  Conducting more research on topics that 
affect single or multiple species groups.

•  A 5-year assessment schedule. 

•  Improved opportunities for fishermen and 
fishery scientists to have input into the process. 

•  Several assessments focused on 
management and two assessments focused 
on research will occur in 2020.  Our research 
assessments will focus on red hake stock 
structure and methods for conducting index-
based assessments.  

For more information visit:  www.nefsc.noaa.
gov/assessments/ or contact Ariele Baker at 508-
495-4741 or ariele.baker@noaa.gov 
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W e conduct many 
different types of 
sampling programs 

in order to characterize fisheries 
in our region.  One program is the 
port biological sampling program. 
This is a fishery-dependent 
data collection as the samples 
are collected from commercial 
landings at fish dealers, docks, or 
pack houses.  

Commercial port sampling 
begins with the development of 
an annual sample request list 
by the Population Dynamics 
Branch at the Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center.  Stock assessment 
scientists review recent landings 
trends, expected changes in 
fisheries, their data needs, and 
other information to develop the 
requests for the coming year.  

Sample requests are stratified by species, 
geographic region, market category, gear used, stock 
area, and calendar quarter.  

The sampling request for this year covers about 
40 species. Our region, Maine to Virginia, is divided 
into seven geographic sampling areas to ensure the 
samples are representative of the fisheries in each 
area.  Market categories, taken from the dealer 
landings reports (e.g., small, medium, large, etc.), are 
used so that samples are proportional to the volume 
of fish landed in each market category.  Fishing gear 
types are those common to the commercial fisheries 
in our region, and include otter trawl, gill net, 
longline, lobster pots, and clam and scallop dredge.

 Why Sampling Your Catch is So Important 

Sampling is done by stock area for those species 
having multiple stocks (e.g., Gulf of Maine, Georges 
Bank). However, samples are often requested from 
different areas for single-stock species to ensure 
a good representation of the fishery. Vessel trip 
reports provide information on stock area for each 
sample, which is required in order for a sample to 
be useable.  

For this year, all of the stratification resulted in 
a request for more than 4,000 samples.  Each of 
which may include up to 100 individual fish and 25 
age structures. The entire request represents several 
hundred thousand individual measurements, and 
tens of thousands of age specimens collected over 
the course of one year.

Greater Atlantic Region Port Program 
Section’s staff do the actual collections 
and initial processing of the samples. 
We use a contractor to collect most of 
the samples and enter the resulting data 
into our database. The contract staff 
are skilled in fish identification, and the 
techniques necessary to collect samples. 
Samplers work within geographic 
sampling area and work with our port 
agents to know what is going on with 
landings.

Recently, we upgraded the technology 
used to collect samples.  Instead of paper 
forms and wooden measuring boards, 
the samplers have electronic measuring 
boards and calipers, and rugged field 
computers.  As each sample is collected, 
the length of each fish or shellfish is 
measured and the data stored in the 
field computer. Hard parts (otoliths) are 
collected from a sub-sample of the fish 

measured, which are then processed by the Center’s 
Population Biology Branch to determine the age of 
that individual fish. After quality checks, the data are 
made available to NOAA and other scientists for use 
in stock assessments. We expect this new equipment 
will decrease the amount of time needed to collect the 
samples.

We would like to thank seafood dealer staff and 
vessel owners and captains for their continued 
assistance in collecting these important data.

For more information, contact either Victor Vecchio 
(victor.vecchio@noaa.gov) for the collection program 
or Brian Linton (brian.linton@noaa.gov) for the 
sample request development and use of the data.
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T he Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s 
Cooperative Research Branch is holding 
a series of workshops in August and 

September to hear from the region’s fisheries 
stakeholders. The branch is reorganizing and is 
focusing on building more effective cooperative 
research projects and a stronger relationship with 
fishing communities.

The goals of the workshops are to:
Engage with fishing communities and fisheries 

stakeholders
Identify and learn from the successes and 

shortfalls of previous research
Discuss research ideas and priorities for future 

projects
Recognize and build upon the strengths of our 

partners

For more information, contact Giovanni 
Gianesin at 508-495-2308 or email him at Giovanni.Gianesin@noaa.gov. 

 Cooperative Research Branch Seeks Fishermen’s Input
Date Day Time Locat ion Venue

Aug. 13 Tue 3-5 pm Portland, ME Custom House

Aug. 14 Wed 3-5 pm Gloucester, MA MA DMF

Aug. 20 Tue 3-5 pm New Bedford, MA SMAST East

Aug. 27 Tue 3-5 pm Riverhead, NY Cornell Marine Program

Aug. 28 Wed 3-5 pm Point Judith, RI Superior Trawl Conference Room

Sept. 10 Tue 6:30-8:30 pm Toms River, NJ Rutgers Extension Office

Sept. 11 Wed 3-5 pm Cape May Court House, NJ Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Sept. 24 Tue 3-5 pm Hampton, VA VSAREC
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See WEAK HOOK, next page 

Proposal to Reduce Gear Restricted 
Areas for Pelagic Longline Fleet 

W e are currently considering adjustments 
to several management measures 
designed to limit bycatch of bluefin 

tuna in the pelagic longline fishery. The Individual 
Bluefin Quota (IBQ) catch share program successfully 
reduced pelagic longline bluefin bycatch, which 
prompted us to review other measures with this same 
goal. We intend to eliminate any redundancies while 
maintaining the objectives of the original actions. 

Background
The pelagic longline fishery for Atlantic highly 

migratory species (HMS) targets swordfish and 
“BAYS” tunas (i.e., bigeye, albacore, yellowfin 

and skipjack). Managing bycatch of bluefin tuna 
is a challenging aspect of this fishery. Previously, 
management measures included a retention limit 
based on target catch; however, this approach resulted 
in a large number of dead discards.

In 2015, we implemented the IBQ catch share 
program, and refocused fleetwide management 
measures for bluefin interactions (i.e., bycatch 
and dead discards) to individual permit-holder 
accountability. The preliminary findings of our draft 
IBQ program three-year review showed that both 
bycatch and dead discards were reduced under the 
IBQ program.  However, the draft review also found 

that effort in the pelagic longline fishery--as defined 
by number of vessels, trips, sets, and hooks--has 
continued to decrease, and that the swordfish quota is 
not being fully utilized.  

It is difficult to separate the effects of the IBQ 
Program on pelagic longline effort from other 
factors, including the effect of swordfish imports 
on the market for U.S. product, other regulations 
such as closed and gear restricted areas, as well as 
target species availability/price. In part because of 
these preliminary findings, we are reviewing several 

Several species of mackerel and 

small tunas look very similar and 

can be easily misidentified. With 

help from the Mid-Atlantic 

Fishery Management Council, 

we developed a guide to help 

captains and recreational anglers 

identify some of the mackerel 

and small tuna species caught in 

our region. This guide includes 

key characteristics that will help 

captains, dealers, and anglers 

distinguish between these species 

when filling out vessel trip reports 

(logbooks), reporting purchases or 

participating in recreational angler 

surveys. This guide is available on 

the Council’s website and on 

our FishRules app.  

For more information, contact 

Douglas Christel, 

Sustainable Fisheries Division, at 

978-281-9141 or 

Douglas.Christel@noaa.gov 

HOW TO IDENTIFY MACKERELS AND TUNAS 
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Continued from previous page 

Improving Communication about 
Groundfish Monitoring 

Background 
The New England Fishery Management 

Council is evaluating the current groundfish 
monitoring program, and considering ways to 
improve it in Amendment 23 to the Northeast 
Multispecies Fishery Management Plan.

The groundfish monitoring program is a 
complex system, and changes to this program 
have important implications for the industry. 
In order to encourage industry participation 
in the development of Amendment 23, we 
are working on ways to reach fishermen and 
other industry members with answers and 
information about groundfish monitoring in 
preparation for the Council process.

Developing a Plan to Improve 
Communications

We have recently completed interviews with 
and a survey of stakeholders, and are drafting a 
communications plan that will address:  

Which aspects of our current monitoring 
program, analyses, or processes industry 
members want more information on, and 

How industry members like us to 
communicate about groundfish monitoring 
with them, such as workshops, websites, printed 
materials, question and answer sessions, or other 
methods.

We are working with a team of public outreach 
specialists from Vision Planning and Consulting 
to help us improve our communication about the 
groundfish monitoring programs. Our efforts 
will not duplicate the Council’s development of 
policies or alternatives for Amendment 23, but 
instead complement that development process 
and focus on making sure industry members 
have the information and access they need as the 
Council moves forward.

We also expect this process to provide us with 
tools and resources that we can use to improve the 
clarity and effectiveness of our communications 
with industry members about all fisheries actions.

Look for more information on 
Amendment 23, our current monitoring 
system, and the Strategic Communications 
Plan on our new website: 
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/nema/Amendment23  

management measures that were implemented 
with the objective of reducing bluefin interactions, 
to determine whether they are still necessary in 
addition to the IBQ program.

Proposed rule
The proposed rule includes alternatives that 

would adjust two area-based measures in the 
Greater Atlantic region. Preferred alternatives 
would change two closed or gear-restricted areas 
to “monitoring areas,” and allow closely monitored 
fishing with pelagic longline gear as long as bluefin 
interactions remain below an established annual 
IBQ threshold. This approach is proposed for the 
Northeastern United States Closed Area (see figure) 
which is closed for the month of June, and was 
implemented by the 1999 Fishery Management Plan 
for Atlantic Tunas, Sharks, and Swordfish (1999 
HMS FMP) as a measure to reduce dead discards 
of bluefin tuna. The analysis at the time of the 1999 
HMS FMP showed that annually closing this area 
to pelagic longline gear for the month of June could 
greatly reduce area bluefin tuna discards, without 
any substantial changes to target catch.  

The preferred alternative for the other area-
based action in our region is to eliminate the 
Cape Hatteras Gear Restricted Area, which 
was established by Amendment 7 to the 2006 
Consolidated HMS FMP, and is in place from 
December 1 through April 30 annually. The 
Amendment 7 analysis found that the area 
encompassed by the Cape Hatteras Gear Restricted 
Area had a high level of bluefin interactions, but the 
majority of those interactions were by only a few 
pelagic longline vessels.  

Due to this dynamic, Amendment 7 
implemented an annual performance metric to 
grant fishery participants that met certain criteria 
access to the Cape Hatteras Gear Restricted Area. 
Pelagic longline vessels are evaluated on their 
ratio of bluefin tuna interactions to target species 
landings, compliance with the Pelagic Observer 
Program, and timely submission of logbooks. Under 
this preferred alternative, performance-based access 
to this gear-restricted area would be eliminated.

 Public comment
Public hearings are underway for this proposed 

rule that would adjust the two gear restricted areas 
in this region, in addition to reducing weak hook 
requirements and adjusting a third gear-restricted 
area in the Gulf of Mexico. The comment period for 
the proposed rule is open until September 30, 2019. 
You can provide oral comments at public hearings, 
or submit written comments via the federal 
rulemaking portal using the identifier NOAA-
NMFS-2018-0035. For further information, see our 
website or contact Jennifer Cudney (727-824-5399; 
jennifer.cudney@noaa.gov) or Craig Cockrell (301-
427-8503; craig.cockrell@noaa.gov).

Map Including the Northeastern U.S. Closed Area, Amendment 7 Gear Restricted Areas, and Affected 
Area for Weak Hooks



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [774.000 954.000]
>> setpagedevice


