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"I have worked for Friendship Trap for over 20 

years.  My favorite part of the job is 

talking to all the fishermen and 

helping them come up with what 

will work best for them."

—Jimmy Emerson, 

Branch Manager, 

Columbia Falls

“I’ve ordered my traps from Jimmy 
Emerson at Friendship’s Columbia Falls 

branch for years now.  I know that I’m 
always going to get a good-quality trap that’s 

built just the way I want it.  Plus, Jimmy has 
come up with new ideas for me to try.  That’s 

the thing – Jimmy understands how I fish and 
what works for me. He knows the business.”

—Dana Rice, Birch Harbor, ME

Occasionally we’re told, “I 
can get the same trap 

somewhere else for less.” Let’s say 
you wanted to buy 100 traps, and 

you found a trap somewhere else that 
you thought was the same for $5 less. 

And let’s say a Friendship trap cost $70. 
Using Andy’s actual experience above, 

here’s how “Built To Last” 
Friendship traps could pay off for you!

 

 

                        
                                

 
  

 
  

                       
                      

 
ea 

SEE FOR YOURSELF: “BUILT TO LAST” MEANS MONEY IN YOUR POCKET!

“Even though I fish my Friendship Traps hard year round, I typically get at least 10 years of 
good fishing from them.  I’ve tried some traps built by others, but I only get 4 or 5 years out 
of them.  I also really like the Rockbottom runners.  Mine have lasted over 10 years and I 
don’t have to do any maintenance.  They don’t break – even on traps I’ve hauled up with the 
wire crushed.  There are no stronger runners than the Rockbottoms.”

 – Andy Johnson, Harpswell, ME

Jerry Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842

Jimmy Emerson - Columbia Falls
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

Jerry Wadsworth Jimmy Emerson - Columbia Falls

FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: 
Mike Wadsworth: (207) 542-0841 <mikew@friendshiptrap.com> VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.friendshiptrap.com

Joe Reynolds
joer@friendshiptrap.com

N YOUR POCKET!

earn
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Cummins ReCon® Engines

YOUR REPOWER SOLUTION!

Cummins ReCon now offers the proven Quantum Series engines:
 QSB ReCon QSC ReCon QSM11 ReCon
 

 
 230-305-355 HP 500 HP 610 HP

Cummins ReCon Diamond Series Engines are still available:
 6BTA ReCon   6CTA ReCon 

 210-260-315 HP  430 HP

All Diamond and Quantum 
Series ReCon engines 

from Cummins Northeast 
are 100% factory-rebuilt with 
standard 2 year/2000-hour 
warranties! Plus, extended 

coverage plans are available!

Cummins Northeast,  LLC.

Billings Diesel and 
Marine Service 
Moose Island Rd

Stonington, ME 04681
(207) 367-2328

 
Boothbay Region Boatyard

100 Ebenecook Rd
Southport, ME 04576

(207) 633-2970
  

Brewers’ Plymouth 
Marine

14 Union Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

(508) 746-4500

 Brewer Greenwich Bay
100 Folly Landing
Warwick, RI 02886

(401) 884-0544
 

Bristol Marine
99 Poppasquash Road

Bristol, RI 02809
(401) 253-2200

 Cape Cod Marine, Inc.
300 Great Western Road

S. Dennis, MA 02660
(508) 432-4241

 
Dion Yacht Yard
23 Glendale Street

Salem, MA 01970-05401
(978) 744-0844

 
Gorham’s Diesel 

Repair, Inc.
141 Howard Street Rear

Braintree, MA 02184
(781) 843-0816

 Hinckley Yacht 
Services

1 Little Harbor Landing
Portsmouth, RI 02184

(401) 683-7100

Hinckley Yacht Services
130 Shore Rd

Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
(207) 244-5572

Hyannis Marina
21 Arlington Street
Hyannis, MA 02601

(508) 775-5662

James Rich Boat Yard
1 Jasper’s Way

Southwest Harbor, ME 04612
(207) 244-3208

 Journey’s End Marina
120 Tillson Ave.

Rockland, ME 04841
(207) 594-4444

Kennedy Marine 
Engineering & Fabrication

Route 1 Box 917
Steuben, ME 04680

(207) 546-7139
 

Kingman Yacht Center
1 Shipyard Lane

Cataumet, MA 02534
(508) 563-7136

 
MacDougall’s Cape Cod 

Marine Service
145 Falmouth Heights Road

Falmouth, MA  02540
(508) 548-3146

Merri-Mar Yacht Basin 
264 Merrimac Street

Newburyport, MA 01950
(978) 465-3022

Mill Creek Marine
3 Esmond Ave.

N. Kingston, RI 02852
(401) 294-3700

Niemiec Marine
173 Pope Island

New Bedford, MA 02740
(508) 997-7390

 
Point Judith 

Marina                         
360 Gooseberry Road
Wakefield, RI 02880

(401) 789-7189
 

Rhode Island 
Engine Co., Inc.

79 State Street, Box 543
Narragansett, RI 02882

(401) 789-1021
 

Russ Marine Service
20 Wallis Street

Peabody, MA 01960
(978) 532-3373

AND A WIDE NETWORK OF MARINE ENGINE DEALERS THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND

R

10 Gibson Road
Scarborough, ME  04074

Contact George Menezes 
(207) 510-2247

george.menezes@cummins.com
R

100 Allied Drive
Dedham (Boston), MA  02026
Contact Will Collins 
(781) 801-1772 
will.collins@cummins.com
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fishermen and helped young people 
coming up through the ranks.

“It was such a joy to meet him at the 
dock and to listen to his stories,” wrote 
one commenter.

“He was a true gentleman,” wrote 
another, a long-time fisherman who 
had fished alongside Stiansen many 
times over the years.  “He worked an 
honest living.  He did what he did and 
ultimately died doing what he loved.”

The Rockport, MA-based lobster 
boat Kalyn D was seriously damaged by 
fire on the afternoon of April 27.  The 
40' vessel was entering the harbor just 
off Bearskin Neck when owner Ryan 
Drohan reportedly smelled something 
burning.

By the time local firefighters and 
police reached the scene, the vessel was 
fully engulfed, according to coverage in 
the Gloucester Daily Times.  Rockport 
Harbor Master Scott Story and 
Rosemary Lesch got Drohan and his 
sternman safely off the burning boat.  

Firefighters beat down the flames, 
but the vessel continued to smolder 
well into the night.  The newspaper 
reported that the owners of the 
restaurant My Place by the Sea pitched 
in to provide emergency crews with 
food and drink during the ensuing 
hours.  

According to the various sources, 
including the Coast Guard, local retired 
fisherman Bill Lee, aboard his boat 
the Ocean Reporter, helped dewater 
the stricken vessel and towed her to 
Granite Pier in Rockport.

The Coast Guard is looking for a 
suspected hoax caller after multiple 
distress calls were made on VHF-FM 
Channel 16 on April 23 and 25.

Using its high-tech Rescue 21 Radio 
System, the Coast Guard was able to 
determine that the false maydays were 
transmitted from the Lincolnville, ME 
area.

“The calls are believed to be 
associated with the same male caller 
who has made at least 12 other hoax 
calls in the past three years, resulting 
in more than 50 hours of search time by 
the Coast Guard and local responders 
at a cost of more than $188,000,” the 
Coast Guard said in a May 2 press 
release.

Added Lt. Nick Barrow, supervisor 
of the search and rescue command 
center in Portland, “We are asking for 
the public’s help to further our efforts 
to identify who we believe to be a 
repeat offender in Penobscot Bay.” 

Knowingly and willfully 
transmitting a hoax distress call is a 
felony under federal law punishable by 
up to six years in prison, a $250,000 

The rough waters of Shinnecock 
Inlet claimed the life of a 
veteran Long Island, NY 

fisherman on May 12.  Stian Stiansen, 
85, was guiding his 45' Pauline IV 
into port after a morning of fluke and 
flounder fishing when the roiling surf 
capsized the vessel, throwing Stiansen 
and crewman Scott Finne, 42, into the 
sea.

Coast Guard Sector Long Island 
Sound received word of the accident 
from local police at approximately 
2 pm.  Watchstanders immediately 

issued an urgent marine broadcast 
and launched a Shinnecock Station 
response boat crew.  Numerous other 
local emergency response agencies also 
jumped into action and the Suffolk 
Country Police Department launched a 
helicopter.

The Westhampton-Hampton Bay 
Patch reported that the captain of a Sea 
Tow vessel fought through dangerous 
8' breakers to rescue Finne, who had 
been sighted from shore clinging to a 
flotation device.

Finne, who was cold but uninjured, 

Marine 
Power

®®

Model HP Discount
C7 / Tier II 460 $1,000
C9 / Tier II 500 $1,500
C12 / Tier II 660 / 700 $1,500
C18 / Tier II 855 $2,000

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON ALL
NEW COMMERCIAL ENGINE PURCHASES

For details and a price quote, please contact your 
Milton CAT Marine Engine Sales Representative.

www.miltoncat.com

Maine / New Hampshire:
Stewart Tuttle 207-885-8082

p
Massachusetts / Rhode Island:

Kevin Hampson 508-634-5503

was able to explain that Stiansen 
also had been aboard the vessel, and 
rescuers turned their attention to 
finding him.  The helicopter crew 
spotted Stiansen in the water near a 
jetty about an hour after the accident 
was first reported.  He was recovered 
and taken to a local hospital and was 
later pronounced dead.  The cause of 
death reportedly was drowning.

The local fishing community was 
rocked by the loss of Stiansen.  The 
Westhampton-Hampton Bay Patch 
set up an online blog, where those 
who knew him could post their 
remembrances.

There, people described him as 
a seasoned captain who generously 
shared his knowledge with other 

along the coastalong the coast

on the coveron the cover

2012 Blessing of the Fleet in 
Provincetown, MA with dragger Terra 
Nova leading the way.  
(Steven Kennedy photo)

See MORE ATCs, page 7
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW VIDEO BY SCANNING THE QR CODE OR VISITING VIMEO.COM/64071965
openoceantrading.com · facebook.com/OpenOceanTrading

WE’LL KEEP YOU 
FISHING ON YOUR TERMS 

Join our 2013 and 2014 contracts for 
pollock, redfish, dogfish, and hake. We’ll 
help you take control of your entire trip 
and maximize profitability in the face of 

the industry’s toughest year yet. 

CALL TIM AT 978.515.7683 
TO BE ADDED TO 

OUR CONTRACT LIST 

“It’s extremely important for me and other small 
boats to start something like this. Without it we’re 
going to have a hard time surviving.” 

GREG WALINSKI, F/V ALICIA ANN

“This is exactly the kind of project that can 
breathe new life into what we do. That’s one of the 
reasons why we’re so excited about it. It’s a positive 

sign in an industry that’s had so few of them.”

ERIC HESSE, F/V TENACIOUS

GET STABLE PRICES 
ON SPECIES YOU HAVE QUOTA FOR
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editorialeditorial

lettersletters

So many fisheries in the Northeast are dealing 
with hard times right now.  Between cuts in 
groundfish and scallop catch limits, market 

worries over lobster and dogfish, the declining northern 
shrimp resource, allocation concerns over bluefin tuna, 
and more, a lot of people are feeling very uncertain 
about the future.  

Yet, while it might be difficult for many to see a way 
forward, there are dedicated people in this industry 
who continue looking for solutions to these complex 
problems or at least ways to make things better.  

The fishing industry needs their leadership.  And 
they need the industry’s support to deal with current 
challenges and the formidable ones to come.

Leaders of fishermen’s organizations have been on 
the frontlines of management, science, marketing, gear 
conflict, and political battles for decades.

The most effective of these individuals share 
common traits.  They know their members, proactively 
identify problems, think creatively, communicate 
effectively, build consensus, and often recognize the 
wisdom of compromise.  

They engage with scientists to find new ways to get 
the information necessary to make their cases.  They 
educate members of Congress, state legislators, fishery 
managers, and the public about the importance of their 
industries.  And they attend countless meetings to 
advocate for their members. 

Leaders also are found in universities and scientific 
institutions, collaborating with fishermen to gather 
better data for stock assessments, develop more selective 
fishing gear, and build new markets for their catches.

Those who head up state fisheries agencies might 
have the option to sit back and collect their paychecks, 
but few if any in this region do that.  Instead, most 
work tirelessly to strike a delicate balance between 
conserving fish stocks for the future while providing 

Leaders will chart industry course to the future
opportunities for their fishing industries to thrive and 
contribute to state and local economies.

When it comes to the federal government, leadership 
on issues important to the fishing industry in the 
Northeast has been uneven.  For many years, the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), battered 
by lawsuits, laid low, electing to stick to the letter of 
the law – often highly conservative interpretations of 
the law – to avoid the wrath of conservation groups.  
There was a time when the Northeast Fisheries Science 
Center, too, paid little attention to legitimate questions 
about stock assessments and dismissed fishermen’s 
input as “anecdotal.”

Things have improved, however, especially at 
the science center, which has expanded its support 
of cooperative research in recent years both with 
fishermen and outside scientists.  And, while NMFS 
recently imposed severe groundfish cuts as it 
determined were required by law, it did make an effort 
to listen to industry and weigh the limited options.  
Furthermore, although few fishermen will be able to 
take advantage of them due to regulatory constraints, 
the agency did put forward “mitigating measures.” 

We need strong leaders on all of these fronts now, 
perhaps more than ever before, people who can convince 
fishermen to find common ground and give this industry 
a unified voice.

That will be vital to effectively represent fishermen 
in offshore wind farm siting processes and deal with 
conflicts among user groups that surely will come about 
as species shift due to climate change.  

And, it’s the only way we have a prayer of convincing 
Congress to appropriate desperately needed disaster 
aid, fully fund vital cooperative research, and amend 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act to finally allow flexibility in stock 
rebuilding goals.  /cfn/ 

Letters 
Send your letters to CFN Editor Lorelei Stevens at 
PO Box 600 Deer Isle, ME 04627 or
 e-mail <lstevens@fish-news.com>.  
Please include your telephone number or e-mail address.

Two ways to get 
new LED pingers
To the Editor:   

Future Oceans (formerly Fumunda Marine) has 
announced the release of the Harbor Porpoise LED 
Pinger, and a large number of these new pingers are 
now available to New England groundfish fishermen. 

There are two ways fishermen who want to take 
part in this technology upgrade opportunity can obtain 
the new LED pingers.  Future Oceans USA distributor 
Hercules SLR Inc. in New Bedford has stock available 
for all fishermen.  

The Gloucester Fishing Community Preservation 
Fund also has acquired the new LED pingers and 
is making them available to Northeast multispecies 
sectors under a “swap-out” program that allows 
qualified fishermen to swap old pingers for the new LED 
models for a small fee.  The old pingers will be recycled.

As I explained in a letter published in the August 
2012 edition of CFN, the new LED pinger has a 
special light feature that allows fishermen, as well as 
observers, to see that the unit is operating properly 
and reassure them they are in compliance with pinger 
requirements intended to protect harbor porpoises. 

The LED in the new pinger illuminates as soon 
as the unit hits the water and blinks for 60 seconds 
before the LED shuts off.  This ensures no nontargeted 
species are attracted to the bright LED emission.  

When a fisherman hauls his nets, the pinger blinks 
again for 60 seconds, confirming that it is operating.  
This is the time to check that the pingers are working.  
The LED is very powerful and can be seen very clearly, 
even in sunshine.  If the LED is not blinking, it’s time 
to change the batteries. 

Future Oceans also is making available pinger 
accessory kits, which will include backup pingers, spare 
batteries, attachment twine, O rings, and silicone grease. 

If you have questions, please call Hercules SLR 
(US) Inc. in New Bedford at (508) 993-0010 or visit 
the company’s website at <http://hercules-slr-us.com>.  
Fishermen interested in participating in the Gloucester 
Fishing Community Preservation Fund’s pinger swap-
out program should contact their sector manager for 
details.

James Turner
Queensland, Australia

James Turner is the managing director of Future 
Oceans.
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330 HP @ 2600 RPM
6.8 L/414 CU IN
1790 LBS 

6
33
6.
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KITTERY POINT YACHT YARD
857 MAIN ST.

ELIOT, ME 03903
(207) 439-3967

“I owned a John Deere prior to this one. Great 
performance; great service … why go with 
anything else?”

–Steve Peaslee, Westport Island, ME

more lettersmore letters

Separate discards for
inshore, offshore boats

The following letter was originally 
addressed to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and the New England 
Fishery Management Council and 
forwarded to CFN for publication.  

–Editor

To the Editor:
As the year goes on with such low 

limits on yellowtail, something needs 
to be done as far as vessels that fish 
inside of 70°15'W.  Discards need to 
be separate for inshore and offshore 
vessels. 

I fish west of 70°15'W and catch 
yellows on a regular basis.  Most of 
the people in my sector (Sustainable 
Harvest Sector) fish east of 70°15'W 

and get charged with my yellowtail 
discard when they do not catch any 
yellowtail at all.  

It also works going the other way.  
I’m charged way more dabs and reds 
than I catch or discard.  With these 
low quotas, I hope you can make some 
changes so that all of us can continue 
to make a living and not make things 
harder for fishermen who don’t have 
the quota that they do not catch but are 
charged for discards. 

Cod also is a problem.  The 
recreational and party/charter boat guys 
are seeing a pile of small, undersize cod 
and haddock, as well as good-sized fish.  
This is good for our future. 

 Inshore, we, too, are seeing a lot 

of undersize cod the past few months.  
This also is good, but the offshore 
vessels are charged for our discard 
when they don’t see the amount of small 
cod discard as we do. 

Please take the time to work this out 
so that assumed discard can be only 
applied to boats east or west of 70°15'W 
to get better science and more accurate 
numbers.  I am going to try my hardest 
to continue to make a living fishing, 
but I am getting to the point that I am 
pretty scared I might not be able to 
continue with such low limits and high 
cost of quota. 

Jim Ford  
F/V Lisa Ann II

Newburyport, MA

Correction
The editorial in the May 

2013 CFN incorrectly named 
the organization responsible for 
gathering information to inform 
ocean planning decisions in the 
Mid-Atlantic region.  The correct 
name of this body is the Mid-
Atlantic Regional Council on the 
Ocean, which goes by the acronym 
MARCO.  CFN apologizes for the 
error.  

—Editor

fine, and restitution to the Coast Guard 
for all costs incurred while responding 
to the call.

An audio recording of one of the 
calls is available on the Coast Guard 
First District’s public affairs website 
at <www.uscgnews.com>.  Anyone who 
recognizes the voice or has related 
information is encouraged to contact the 
Coast Guard Investigative Service office 
in Portland at (207) 780-3087.  A $1,000 
reward is being offered for information 
leading to the arrest and prosecution of 
the offender.  /cfn/

Continued from page 4

More ATCs
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We are a full service marine insurance broker with markets who offer 

competitive pricing for large and small vessels, marinas and cargo policies.
 

Please contact Bradford Bowen at our 
Fairhaven, Mass. location for all your 

insurance needs.

59 MAIN STREET,  UNIT #1

FAIRHAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS 02719

Marine Insurance Services, LLC
Bradford Bowen

Principal East Coast Broker

North Star Marine Insurance Services 
Spring is now upon us, are you ready for a fresh insurance quote?

  Call me anytime, I would enjoy an opportunity to meet you and visit your vessel.

North Star Marine Insurance Services 

2012 lobster settlement numbers
down throughout the Northeast

WALPOLE, ME – In a year that 
might be remembered as one that 
brought climate change home to many 
in the lobster industry, the 2012 ocean 
heat wave that broke all records and 
triggered an early shedder season 
did not seem to have a corresponding 
positive effect on lobster settlement.  

While lobster larvae continued to 
settle mostly in the patterns we’ve seen 
before, young-of-year (YOY) lobster 
settlement in 2012 was down from the 
previous year in virtually all areas from 
Lobster Bay in Nova Scotia to Rhode 
Island.  The striking contrast between 
the southern and northern regions 
evident a few years ago seems to be 
weakening.  

This update of the American Lobster 
Settlement Index (ALSI) summarizes 
the regional time trends in the 
settlement index and examines the first 
steps we’re taking to evaluate ALSI as 
an early warning system for time trends 
in the fishery, meaning multiyear 
changes in terms of settlement, 
landings, recruitment, and more.

To gather data for the index, now 
in its 23rd year, participating ALSI 
researchers sample nearly 30 study 
areas, each of which has between three 
and 10 sampling stations.  Divers use 
suction samplers to collect tiny lobsters 
and, where it’s too deep or dangerous to 
dive, researchers lower and then retrieve 
rock-filled collector trays to count just-
settled YOY and juvenile lobsters.

Barely detectable settlement seems 
now to be the norm for the area south 
of Cape Cod, with many sites reporting 
zero settlers in 2012 and diminishing 
juvenile populations.  New sampling 

sites near Martha’s Vineyard only 
reinforced our observations of this 
pattern.  Sampling in Rhode Island 
found zero settlement in 2011, which 
was the first time that had happened 
in 22 years.  Encouragingly, however, in 
2012, a few settlers reappeared.

Even in the northeast Gulf of Maine/
Bay of Fundy region, which stretches 
from Lobster Bay to Jonesport, ME, 
settlement continued sliding off the 
highs of four-to-seven years ago.  Given 
this trend, 2012’s numbers may not 
have been too surprising, but it was a 
wakeup call to see zeros in Lobster Bay, 
Nova Scotia.

Does this bode for a reversal in that 
region’s historic surge in landings? 

In the broad midsection of the survey 
area from Mt. Desert to Cape Cod Bay, 
2012 was decidedly a down year.  In 
short, after a wave of widespread strong 
settlement years over the last decade, 
many locations were shown to be falling 
off the highs they had seen in the recent 
past.   

Given the impact of dwindling 
settlement on the fishery in southern 
New England, there now may be 
reason to wonder whether the days 
are numbered for the historic boom in 
lobster abundance in the Gulf of Maine.   

Validating ALSI predictions
Vessel-deployed collectors have 

become the preferred method of 
monitoring lobster settlement in the 
southern Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
and eastern Nova Scotia.  Collector-
based sampling complements suction 
sampling in southwest Nova Scotia, 
Fundy, and Southern New England.

We are accumulating time series 
data in these areas that will enable 
us to evaluate trends in the near 
future.  Our analysis of both suction 
and collector samples indicates that the 
number of older juveniles is strongly 
correlated with settlement.  

The long-standing question has 
been:  “To what extent does settlement 
determine the numbers of older lobsters 
and future harvests in any given 
region?” 

In 2012, Maine Sea Grant, the 
Atlantic Lobster Sustainability 
Foundation, and several ALSI 
participants sponsored research to 
evaluate the predictive power of the 
settlement index for time trends in the 
fishery.  

The first analysis in that effort 
takes a necessary baby step before we 
can take the bold stride to forecast 
fishery recruitment.  That all-important 
first step determines if we can predict 
the abundance of 1-year-olds from 
newly settled YOY from the previous 
year.  

Figure 1 illustrates the use of suction 
sample data in tracking the fate of more 
than 20 year classes during their first 
year on the seabed in three well-studied 
regions – Beaver Harbour in New 
Brunswick, Midcoast Maine, and Rhode 
Island.

 Interestingly, the range of 
settlement densities increases from 
south to north, with Beaver Harbour 
boasting one extraordinarily strong year 
class (2005) with a density of almost 
eight YOY per square meter.   

As might be expected, the number of 
1-year-olds tends to be proportional to 
settlement the previous year, except in 
the extreme case of the 2005 year class 
where survival appears to have been 
disproportionally low, perhaps due to 
crowding effects. 

In other words, the relationship 
between YOY and resulting 1-year-
olds is essentially linear for the range 
of observed settlement densities up to 

In short, after a wave 
of widespread strong 
settlement years over 
the last decade, many 
locations were shown 
to be falling off the 
highs they had seen in 
the recent past.   

Rick Wahle graphic
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Scallopers hit with restrictive yellowtail, dab catch limits
GLOUCESTER, MA – Early in May, 

the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) announced 2013 allocations 
for the Atlantic sea scallop fishery 
that included sub-annual catch limits 
(ACLs) for three flounder stocks – 
Georges Bank yellowtail, Southern 
New England/Mid-Atlantic (SNE/MA) 
yellowtail, and SNE/MA windowpane.

The scallop fishing year began 
on March 1 and will run through 

Feb. 28, 2014.  The 2013 fishing year 
specifications, which include notably 
lower scallop allocations than in recent 
years and highly restrictive flounder 
limits, are as follows:
●  Georges Bank yellowtail flounder 
sub-ACL for scallopers – 183,866 
pounds;
●  SNE/MA yellowtail flounder sub-ACL 
for scallopers – 134,482 pounds;
●  SNE/MA windowpane flounder sub-
ACL for scallopers – 403,446 pounds;
●  Scallop overfishing limit – 69,566,867 
pounds;
●  Scallop acceptable biological catch 
(ABC) and ACL adjusted for scientific 

uncertainty – 46,305,894 pounds;
●  Scallop incidental target total 
allowable catch (TAC) – 50,000 pounds;
●  Scallop Northern Gulf of Maine TAC 
– 70,000 pounds;
●  Scallop research set-aside – 
1,250,000 pounds;
●  Scallop observer set-aside, equal to 
1% of the ABC/ACL – 463,059 pounds;
●  Scallop limited-access fleet sub-ACL, 
equal to 94.5% of the total ACL after 
set-asides and incidental catch are 
deducted – 42,092,979 pounds;
●  Scallop limited-access sub-annual 
catch target (ACT), used to set days-at-
sea and access-area catches and trips 
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after being adjusted for management 
uncertainty – 33,783,637 pounds; 
●  Scallop limited-access general 
category sub-ACL, used to set 
individual fishing quotas (IFQs), equal 
to 5% of the total ACL after set-asides 
and incidental catch deductions – 
2,227,142 pounds; and
●  Scallop limited-access general 
category sub-ACL for vessels with 
regular limited-access permits (full-
time, part-time, occasional fleet 
members) who also have general 
category allocations, equal to 0.5% of 
the total ACL after deductions – 222,714 
pounds.  /cfn/  

about four YOY per square meter.  
With any luck, a few more strong 

year classes like 2005 will give us a 
better understanding of how the line 
flattens at high densities.  

Figure 1 also suggests first-year 
survival in Beaver Harbour, at 85%, 
is considerably higher than in the 
other two regions, which are at 45%.  
These estimates assume we have 
correctly gauged the age of lobsters 
in our samples and that emigration/
immigration is trivial during the first 
year.  Both of these factors are sources 
of uncertainty that bear further testing.  

Nonetheless, these estimates are 
consistent with previous studies 
showing settlers do well if they live 
in good habitat.  Uncertainty aside, 
the high survival at Beaver Harbor is 
impressive and may reflect high-quality 
nursery habitat and low predator 
numbers.  

Also surprising are the virtually 
equal survival rates at Midcoast Maine 
and Rhode Island sampling sites despite 
the contrasting ecology of northern and 
southern New England.   

This underscores the need to 
understand post-settlement processes 
that affect survival as we begin to 
assess the predictive power of the ALSI 
for time trends in the fishery. 

The University of Maine serves as 
the data hub for the ALSI collaborative 
of fishermen’s groups and fisheries 
agencies from Canada to Rhode Island, 
which includes:  the Maine Department 
of Marine Resources, the Massachusetts 
Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF), 
the Rhode Island Division of Fish and 
Wildlife, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
the University of New Brunswick, 
the Guysborough County Inshore 
Fishermen’s Association of Nova Scotia, 
and the Fishermen and Scientists 
Research Society of Canada.

Rick Wahle

Rick Wahle, PhD, is a University 
of Maine School of Marine Sciences 
research associate professor based at 
the Darling Marine Center in Walpole.  
He compiled the “American Lobster 
Settlement Index Update 2012” with 
research associate Phoebe Jekielek. 

You can see the full 2012 update 
online at <www.umaine.edu/marine/
people/sites/rwahle/ALSIPage.htm>.

Continued from previous page

Lobster
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No breaks for the groundfish industry:
NMFS institutes crippling cuts for 2013

GLOUCESTER, MA – The menacing 
threat that had filled industry members 
with worry and dread for many months 
became all too real by the May 1 start of 
the 2013 groundfish fishing year.

The day before, the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) issued a 
flurry of notices announcing final rules 
and allocations that delivered the very 
worst news – a 77% quota cut for Gulf 
of Maine cod and steep reductions for 
eight other stocks.  

And, in one of the biggest blows 
of all, NMFS disapproved the New 
England Fishery Management Council’s 
request for a 1,150-metric-ton (mt) total 
allowable catch (TAC) for Georges Bank 
yellowtail flounder.  Instead, the agency 
took emergency action to implement the 
500-mt TAC recommended by the US/
Canada Transboundary Management 
Guidance Committee.

The US share of this unfathomably 
small TAC is 43%, a mere 215 mt that 
has to cover the needs of both the US 
groundfish and scallop fleets for the 
entire year. 

A few positive things did happen.  
NMFS took emergency action to 
increase the white hake acceptable 
biological catch (ABC) by 13% (see story 
page 15).  It also adopted the council’s 
revised rebuilding program for Southern 

New England/Mid-Atlantic (SNE/MA) 
winter flounder and allocated this stock 
to sectors, a significant change from 
the past several years when possession 
was prohibited.  And it approved new, 
smaller minimum fish sizes that will go 

into effect on July 1 (see story page 16).
But for most people, these and other 

“mitigating measures” weren’t nearly 
enough to make up for the fact that 
there just won’t be enough fish to catch.  
Most quotas are too low for fishermen 

– even those with multiple permits – to 
make a decent living or, in some cases, 
even cover their discards.  

Two days before the new fishing year 
began, the Northeast Seafood Coalition 
organized a rally on the Boston Fish 
Pier to call attention to the severity of 
the situation (see story page 24).  The 
take-home message was simple:  This 
industry desperately needs economic 
and regulatory relief – now.

Last fall, in anticipation of the 
impending quota cuts, the Department 
of Commerce pre-emptively declared a 
fishery disaster.  But to the tremendous 
frustration of everyone involved, 
Congress has yet to appropriate any 
funding to support disaster relief.

In a statement announcing the 
new rules, NMFS Northeast Regional 
Administrator John Bullard said, 
“We’ve done everything we can to 
include measures that may help soften 
the blow of quota cuts, but it’s going 
to take a collective effort to find more 
ways to keep both the fishery and the 
businesses that support it viable while 
these stocks recover.”

Not surprisingly, it was tough for 
most fishermen, even those in large and 
previously stable sectors, to see a way 
through the days ahead.  This, they 
said, was an industry that had pretty 
much run out of options.

Mind-boggling rules
NMFS implemented the 2013 

groundfish measures through several 
major rules published on May 2 and 3 in 

Steven Kennedy photo

Offloading fish in Gloucester in June 2011.  
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the Federal Register.
●  Framework Adjustment 48 – 
This action put in place:  new “status 
determination criteria” for several 
groundfish stocks; eliminated dockside 
monitoring requirements; reduced 
minimum fish sizes; clarified “goals and 
performance standards” for groundfish 
monitoring programs; revised the 
allocation process for Georges Bank 
yellowtail flounder to the scallop 
fishery; established a sub-annual catch 
limit (ACL) of Georges Bank yellowtail 
and Southern New England/Mid-
Atlantic (SNE/MA) windowpane for the 
scallop and nongroundfish fisheries; 
revised commercial and recreational 
accountability measures for several 
stocks; allowed sectors to request 
exemptions to year-round groundfish 
closed areas under extremely strict 
protocols, which some say will be 
impossible to meet this year; and 
lowered the at-sea coverage rates for 
sector vessels fishing on a monkfish 
day-at-sea in the SNE Broad Stock Area 
with extra-large mesh gillnets. 
●  Framework Adjustment 50 – This 
rule put in place:  the SNE/MA winter 
flounder measures described above; US/
Canada TACs for Eastern Georges Bank 
cod and Eastern Georges Bank haddock; 
overfishing limits, ABCs, ACLs, and 
sub-ACLs for all allocated groundfish 
stocks (see tables page 14); recreational 
and common pool measures; and quota 
carryover procedures from 2013 to 2014 
and beyond. 
●  Framework Adjustment 50 
“parallel” emergency actions – 
These emergency actions implemented:  
the 500-mt TAC for Georges Bank 
yellowtail flounder; the 13% increase 
in the white hake quota; and a 
modification to the maximum Gulf of 
Maine cod carryover available to sectors 
from fishing year 2012 to 2013, which 
was lowered from 10% to 1.85%.  And,
●  2013 sector operations plans/
contracts and allocation of 
groundfish annual catch 
entitlements (ACE) to sectors – This 
rule implemented 17 sector operations 
plans and contracts, granted 23 of the 
requested 39 regulatory exemptions 
in addition to current “universal” 
sector exemptions, and allocated ACE 
on a species-by-species basis to each 
approved sector.

Sector composition changed.  Of the 
24 previously approved sectors, only 18 
submitted 2013 operations plans and 
contracts.  Of those, the Tri-State Sector 
plan was disapproved because “no 
vessels elected to join” the sector, so it 
didn’t meet the three-member minimum 
requirement.  

The Maine and New Hampshire 
state permit banks didn’t submit 
plans because they’re now operating 
under groundfish Amendment 17, 
which allows them to receive allocation 
without going through complicated 
sector administration procedures.  

The Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
permit banks didn’t submit plans either, 
nor did the Georges Bank Cod Hook 
Sector or Northeast Fishery Sector I.  

The former Port Clyde Community 
Groundfish Sector was renamed as the 
Maine Coast Community Sector.

Disapproved measures
In addition to vetoing the New 

England council’s TAC for Georges 
Bank yellowtail, which was part of 
Framework 50, NMFS disapproved 
several provisions that were proposed in 
Framework 48.

One was a council initiative to delay 
until 2014 a requirement that sectors 
pay their own at-sea monitoring costs.  
The council took this step out of concern 
that industry would not be able to 
shoulder the financial burden given 
2013 catch reductions.

NMFS said it shared these concerns 
and, although it disapproved the 
measure, it “intends to cover 100% of 
the costs … once again in 2013 using 
the NMFS At-Sea Monitoring Program.”

The agency did warn, however, 
that NMFS funding depends on 
congressional appropriations and that 
sectors would be responsible for any 
at-sea monitoring costs not covered by 
federal money in 2013.

NMFS also disapproved a 
Framework 48 cost-sharing proposal 
intended to serve as a long-term 
solution to at-sea monitoring costs 
for sectors.  The proposal called for 
industry to pay the salaries of at-
sea monitors while NMFS covered 
programmatic costs.

As written, the proposal was “not 
consistent with applicable law,” said 
NMFS, but a cost-sharing proposal 
“could be viable if restructured and may 
be worth pursuing in a future action.”

NMFS disapproved a proposal to 
revise sector discard rates for Georges 
Bank yellowtail to more closely 
reflect actual discards of yellowtail in 
different areas of Georges, potentially 
lengthening the fishing season for 
vessels in those areas.

Based on public comments 
expressing concern that the action 
would “complicate and increase the 
cost and burden of monitoring and 
potentially increase uncertainty of catch 
estimates without any measureable 
benefits for sectors,” NMFS disapproved 
the proposal.

The council also had proposed 
removing gear stowage requirements 
for trawl vessels transiting closed areas 
while on groundfish trips since these 
boats carry vessel monitoring systems.

NMFS disapproved the proposal, 
citing enforcement concerns and 
“equity” issues because the exemption 
would only apply to groundfish trawl 
vessels.

However, recognizing there were 
safety issues involved, NMFS said it 
was considering working with the New 
England and Mid-Atlantic councils to 
initiate a separate rulemaking that 
would propose modifications to gear 
stowage requirements and “make them 
safer for all vessels” in all fisheries.

More in-depth groundfish coverage 
can be found throughout the pages of 
this issue of CFN.  /cfn/
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Another imminent crisis:  Gulf of Maine haddock
MYSTIC, CT – Striving to ward off 

yet another impending catastrophe, the 
New England Fishery Management 
Council has asked the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) to take 
emergency action to “attribute up to 
10% of the Georges Bank haddock quota 
to the Gulf of Maine haddock quota” 
and visa versa, recognizing that fish 
from both stocks swim back and forth 
across what some call an “arbitrary” 
42°20' boundary line.

The 2013 acceptable biological catch 
(ABC) for Gulf of Maine haddock is 290 
metric tons (mt).  The ABC for Georges 
Bank haddock is 100 times greater at 
29,335 mt (see table page 14).  

So, according to fishermen, any 
“spillover” at all of Georges haddock 
into the Gulf of Maine will inevitably 
lead to higher than anticipated catches 
and quickly fill the Gulf of Maine’s 
extremely small quota.

Worse yet, once the catch limit is 
reached, the fishery throughout the 
Gulf of Maine haddock stock area will 
be shut down.

“We need to send a strong message 
to people that this is going to be a 
huge problem and it needs to be fixed 
relatively fast,” said Maine council 
member Terry Alexander during the 
council’s April 23-25 meeting here.  

“We know there’s spillover, and I’m 
worried that if we don’t have something 

to cover ourselves through the summer months 
coming up, we’re going to end up shutting down the 
Gulf of Maine because of these Georges Bank fish,” 
he said.  

Even without spillover, the trifling Gulf of Maine 
haddock quota is a serious impediment to any 
successful prosecution of the 2013 groundfish fishery.

Using himself as an example, New Hampshire 
council member David Goethel said that even with 
three permits, his entire allocation of Gulf of Maine 
haddock this year is roughly equal to 30 fish.

“You’ve got to consider the order of magnitude 
here – 30 fish for the year,” he said.

Add the spillover factor to the equation, and 
people’s untenably small allocations could be 
harvested in no time.

Vito Giacalone of the Northeast Seafood Coalition 
said it was vital that the council and NMFS act 
quickly.  

“A spillover of 1% would overwhelm the entire 
Gulf of Maine quota,” he said.  “We’re trying to not 

shut down the Gulf of Maine because of 
the catch of Georges Bank haddock.”

Scientific advice
The council actually passed two 

motions related to this issue – the 
one for emergency action and another 
related to scientific advice.

Debate first centered on a proposal 
to obtain scientific advice from the 
groundfish plan development team 
(PDT) and the Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC) about the possible 

“amount” of spillover and how the 
“anticipated spillover” of the very 
strong 2010 year class of Georges Bank 
haddock could be used to adjust the 
Gulf of Maine ABCs for the 2013, 2014, 
and 2015 fishing years.

But that motion was tabled early 
on because several council members 
wanted to settle the emergency action 
question first, thinking it might make 
the PDT/SSC motion unnecessary.

As it turned out, though, tabling 
the motion didn’t make anything moot 

Steven Kennedy/CFN photo
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at all.  Instead, it led some people to 
question how the council could ask 
NMFS for emergency action without 
first seeking scientific guidance on the 
appropriate spillover percentage. 

“I don’t deny the need to do 
something for the Gulf of Maine, 
but we’re starting to make decisions 
without the input of our SSC, and 
I don’t think that’s the right way to 
go,” said Connecticut council member 
Matt McKenzie.  “This is procedurally 
innovative at best.”

Massachusetts council member Tom 
Dempsey agreed, adding that without 
SSC input, the council’s request for 
emergency action had no firm scientific 
underpinning.

“This is just asking for a 10-fold 
increase in the ABC for Gulf of Maine 
haddock,” he said.  “I see how come 
people want it, but I just don’t see 
how we can make this decision with a 
straight face.”

Terry Alexander, who had made the 
initial motion for emergency action at 
the groundfish committee level, was 
quick to 
counter.

“I’ve 
done a lot 
of research 
on this, and 
10% wasn’t 
an arbitrary 
number that 
I grabbed out 
of the air,” 
he said.  “It 
has some 
scientific 
basis.”

After 
speaking 
with several 
people at the 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
who were reluctant to put a firm figure 
on the amount of spillover, Alexander 
researched printed documents and 
tagging data, which he said indicated a 
9% or 10% spillover was likely.

During the council meeting, science 
center Director Bill Karp was asked 
directly for his opinion.

Karp began by saying, “I fully 
understand the quandary that this 
problem puts the fleet in, and our staff 
has tried hard to detect something 
quantitative from the information that’s 
available.”

But the effort didn’t produced a 
definitive answer, he said.

“There is no question there are fish 
moving both ways across the line,” he 
said, but the science center did not 

have enough information to state with 
confidence exactly how much spillover 
was occurring. 

Basis for “emergency”
Like Alexander, Goethel also combed 

through tagging data and participated 
in some of the studies himself.  

He concluded there were two 
separate issues at play here.  

First, because of the urgency of 
the situation, NMFS needed to take 
emergency action to immediately 
address the spillover problem, he said.  
Second, because emergency actions can 
only remain in place for up to a year, 
the council also needed to pass the PDT/
SSC motion to get better scientific input 
on the spillover percentage and how 
quotas could be adjusted over the next 
two fishing years.

“I intend to vote for both motions,” 
Goethel said.

Council Executive Director Tom 
Nies said that if the council passed the 
second motion, he hoped the science 
center would provide staff to help the 

PDT with this 
difficult task.

“I’m a little 
concerned 
about 
what the 
expectations 
are about 
the level of 
analysis,” 
Nies said.  
“This rapidly 
gets beyond 
the level of 
the PDT’s 
expertise.”

Some 
council 
members 

opposed asking for emergency action to 
alter the ABCs for both haddock stocks 
without SSC guidance.

Vito Giacalone recognized there were 
scientific and legal issues involved with 
adding to the ABC, but he explained 
that this was not what the industry was 
asking for.  

Rather, fishermen were seeking a 
“management solution” that would 
allow them to deal with the problem of 
Georges Bank fish swimming over the 
boundary line into the Gulf of Maine.

“It’s about how you attribute the 
fish,” he said.  “How much catch in the 
Gulf of Maine are you going to attribute 
to Georges Bank.  We know there’s 
spillover.  We just don’t know how 
much.”

Steven Kennedy photo

I don’t deny the need to do something 
for the Gulf of Maine, but we’re 
starting to make decisions without 
the input of our SSC, and I don’t think 
that’s the right way to go.  

—Matt McKenzie
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There is no 
question 
there are fish 
moving both 
ways across 
the line, but 
we really lack 

quantitative information.  
—Bill Karp

See HADDOCK SPILLOVER, next page
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Total 
ACL 

Groundfish 
sub-ACL 

Preliminary 
Sector
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Common 
Pool
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Fishery

sub-ACL 

Midwater
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sub-ACL 

Scallop 
Fishery

sub-ACL 

Small-
Mesh 
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sub-ACL 

State Waters 
sub-component 

Other 
sub-component 

A to H A+B+C A B C D E F G H 
GB Cod 1,907 1,807 1,777 30  20 80 
GOM Cod 1,470 1,316 814 16 486  103 51 
GB Haddock 27,936 26,196 26,124 72  273  293 1,173 
GOM Haddock 274 261 186 1 74 3  4 6 
GB Yellowtail 
Flounder  
Emergency Action 

208.5 116.8 115.4 1.3  83.4 4.0  4.3 

SNE/MA Yellowtail 
Flounder 665 570 456 114  61  7 28 

CC/GOM Yellowtail 
Flounder 523 479 467 12  33 11 

American Plaice 1,482 1,420 1,396 24  31 31 
Witch Flounder 751 610 601 9  23 117 
GB Winter Flounder 3,641 3,528 3,508 20  113 
GOM Winter Flounder 1,040 715 690 24  272 54 
SNE/MA Winter 
Flounder 1,612 1,210 1,068 142  235 168 

Redfish 10,462 10,132 10,091 41  110 220 
White Hake 
Emergency Action 3,974 3,849 3,818 31  42 84 

White Hake Proposed 
in Framework 50 3,462 3,352 3,326 27  36 73 

Pollock 14,921 12,893 12,810 83  936 1,092 
Northern Windowpane 
Flounder 144 98  98  2 44 

Southern Windowpane 
Flounder 527 102  102  183  55 186 

Ocean Pout 220 197  197  2 21 
Atlantic Halibut 96 52  52  40 5 
Atlantic Wolffish 65 62  62  1 3 

Stock
2013 2014 2015 

OFL U.S. ABC OFL U.S. ABC OFL U.S. ABC 
GB Cod 3,279 2,002 3,570 2,002 4,191 2,002 
GOM Cod 1,635 1,550 1,917 1,550 2,639 1,550 
GB Haddock 46,185 29,335 46,268 35,699 56,293 43,606 
GOM Haddock 371 290 440 341 561 435 
GB Yellowtail Flounder 
Emergency Action 882 215 - - - - 

SNE/MA Yellowtail Flounder 1,021 700 1,042 700 1,056 700 
Cape Cod (CC)/GOM 
Yellowtail Flounder 713 548 936 548 1,194 548 

American Plaice 2,035 1,557 1,981 1,515 2,021 1,544 
Witch Flounder 1,196 783 1,512 783 1,846 783 
GB Winter Flounder 4,819 3,750 4,626 3,598   
GOM Winter Flounder 1,458 1,078 1,458 1,078   
SNE/MA Winter Flounder 2,732 1,676 3,372 1,676 4,439 1,676 
Redfish 15,468 10,995 16,130 11,465 16,845 11,974 
White Hake
Emergency Action 5,462 4,177 - - - - 

White Hake
Proposed in Framework 50 5,306 3,638 - - - - 

Pollock 20,060 15,600 20,554 16,000 - - 
Northern Windowpane 
Flounder 202 151 202 151 202 151 

Southern Windowpane 
Flounder 730 548 730 548 730 548 

Ocean Pout 313 235 313 235 313 235 
Atlantic Halibut 164 99 180 109 198 119 
Atlantic Wolffish 94 70 94 70 94 70 
Note: An empty cell indicates that no catch limit is adopted for these years.  These catch limits 
will be specified in a future action. 

The request for emergency action 
initially called for 10% of the Georges 
Bank haddock stock to be attributed 
to the Gulf of Maine, but the council 
amended that language to read “up to 
10%.”

NMFS Northeast Regional 
Administrator John Bullard said he 
realized the mixing issue “was a very 
real problem.”  But he was adamant 
about the need for more scientific input.

He also informed the council that 
its request for emergency action would 
need to pass two “barriers”:  First, did 
it really “meet the test of an emergency 
action,” which is very specific in its legal 
definition?  And, second, is there science 
behind the request?

Peter Shelley of the Conservation 
Law Foundation said the science 
question would stand on its own, but 
he didn’t see any basis for emergency 
action.

“I don’t see this as an unforeseen 
event under any spinning of the 
circumstance, so the emergency action 
question to me is more than a barrier.  
It’s a closed door,” he said.

Giacalone vehemently disagreed.
“This 2010 year class of Georges 

Bank haddock will be swimming 
into the Gulf of Maine and shutting 
down the Gulf of Maine.  That’s an 
emergency,” he said.  

Furthermore, he said, “There is 
already plenty of scientific information 
that we can all read that says there is 
spillover of fish from Georges Bank.”

Early in April, Associated Fisheries 
of Maine prepared and distributed a 
“problem statement” backgrounder 

Steven Kennedy/CFN photo

I don’t see this as an unforeseen 
event under any spinning of the 
circumstance, so the emergency 
action question to me is more than a 
barrier.  It’s a closed door.  

—Peter Shelley

Continued from previous pageHaddock spillover

See HADDOCK SPILLOVER, page 17

NMFS graphics

FYs 2013-2015 Overfishing Limits (OFLs) and US Acceptable Biological Catch 
(ABCs).  Live weight, metric tons (mt)

FY 2013 Total Annual Catch Limits (ACLs), sub-ACLs, and ACL sub-components (mt, live weight)
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Considering his line of work, Jimmy Wotton chose the 
DEUTZ 2015 V8 engine for his boat called OVERKILL. “I 
rely on the high torque of my engine when scalloping and 
lobstering as well as at low and higher speeds, in order to get 
out on the fishing grounds.” Wotton’s previous boat has a 
DEUTZ 1015 V8 and he considers it very reliable for his 
working conditions and environment. “I put over 15,000 
hours on the 1015 in six-and-a-half years and the engine is 
still running strong. I expect to achieve the same type of 
reliability and longevity out of the DEUTZ 2015 V8.”

Max Output: 671 Bhp @ 2100 rpm
Displacement 15.9 liters
Max Output: 671 Bhp @ 2100 rpm

DEUTZ 2015 V8 

• Low maintenance costs - uses plate cooler as heat exchanger

• High reliability due to integrated pipes

• Class compliance by all leading classification societies

• Low noise emissions eliminate complex attenuation

• Compact design saves installation and overhaul costs

• Fuel efficiency due to modern injection and cooling system

• Long-lasting performance due to heavy-duty low rpm range

For more information on the reliability of DEUTZ engines, 
contact MSHS Regional Sales Manager Peter Emerson at 
207-832-1142, or email peter.emerson@mshs.com or visit 
www.mshs.com.

Motor-Services Hugo Stamp, Inc.
Authorized Distributor and Service Center Phone: 207-832-1142  |  MSHS toll free: 877-338-8987

Front Street Shipyard - 101 Front St., Belfast, ME 04915    (207) 930-3740Yankee Marina - 142 Lafayette St., Yarmouth, ME  04096   207-846-4326 Kennedy Marine Engineering - 917 US Rt. 1, Steuben, ME 04680     207-546-7139         
James Rich Boat Yard - 1 Jaspers Way, Bernard, ME 04612     207-244-3208               Journey's End Marina  - 120 Tillson Ave., Rockland, ME 04841   207-594-4444      

Get What You Expect - Reliable Power

White hake assessment leads to quota increase 
MYSTIC, CT – The National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) has taken 
emergency action to implement a 
13% increase in the 2013 acceptable 
biological catch (ABC) for white hake.

The increase was supported by a new 
stock assessment that concluded the 
white hake resource is not overfished 
and overfishing is not occurring.  This 
is a significant change in status from 
when the stock was last assessed 
in 2008.  Back then, the stock was 
categorized as overfished with 
overfishing occurring.

The New England Fishery 
Management Council was presented 
with these latest findings during its 
April 23-25 meeting here and voted 
almost unanimously to ask NMFS to 
use its emergency action authority to 
implement the corresponding higher 
ABC and annual catch limit (ACL) as 
soon as possible.  

Only NMFS Northeast Regional 
Administrator John Bullard voted “no” 
– a standard practice for all emergency 
action requests to preserve the 
secretary of commerce’s discretion in 
making a final decision.  However, prior 
to the meeting, Bullard had indicated 
NMFS’s willingness to pursue the 
increase given that it was firmly rooted 
in the best available science.

NMFS acted with astonishing speed.  
A mere week-and-a-half later, effective 

May 3, NMFS raised the ABC for white 
hake from 3,638 metric tons (mt) to 
4,177 mt.

The additional 
539 mt, small as 
it may seem, was 
much appreciated 
by industry 
members facing 
massive quota 
reductions for 
other important 
groundfish stocks.

As Vito 
Giacalone of the 
Northeast Seafood 
Coalition put it, 
“A 13% increase is 
better than a 77% 
decrease.”  That’s the size of the fishing 
year 2013 quota cut for Gulf of Maine 
cod.

Improved status
Jim Weinberg of the Northeast 

Fisheries Science Center presented an 
overview of the assessment findings to 
the council.  Most white hake landings 
come from the Gulf of Maine, although 
the stock stretches into Georges Bank 
and is assessed as a whole.  

White hake overall has experienced 
a three-fold increase in spawning stock 
biomass, which reached an estimated 
26,877 mt in 2011, roughly 83% of its 

fully “rebuilt” target.
“Since the late 1990s, there has 

been a steady increase in the biomass 
of this stock,” 
said Weinberg.  
“It’s still not 
rebuilt, but the 
trend upwards is 
positive.”

The fishing 
mortality 
rate for white 
hake has been 
low and was 
estimated to be 
0.13 in 2011, 
safely below the 
0.2 threshold 
that would 

trigger an overfishing designation.
Weinberg said that scientists who 

peer reviewed the assessment expressed 
confidence that the greatly improved 
condition of the stock was not due to a 
change in the model but instead due to 
real “signals in the data,” which showed 
increased spawning stock biomass 
during a period when fishing mortality 
was low and recruitment of new-born 
fish was near the long-term average.

Given the opportune situation, the 
New England council and NMFS looked 
for a way to quickly implement a higher 
ABC.

The issue was timing.  The new 

Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank white 
hake assessment was conducted Feb. 
19-22 in Woods Hole, MA at the science 
center.  However, the final report was 
not available to the council or the public 
until April.

By then, NMFS was in the final 
stages of preparing to implement 
Framework Adjustments 48 and 50 
to the groundfish plan for the May 1 
start of the 2013 fishing year.  The New 
England council had signed off on the 
two frameworks back in December and 
January respectively – before the new 
assessment was even conducted – and 
the white hake ABC in Framework 50 
was 3,638 mt based on the old 2008 
assessment.

In order to put in place the revised 
ABC of 4,177 mt, NMFS implemented 
a parallel emergency action along with 
Framework 50 that allowed the higher 
ABC and associated ACL to go into 
effect on May 3 (see table previous page 
for sub-ACL allocations).

Even though NMFS had indicated 
it likely would take this path, the 
council still voted on April 24 to request 
emergency action.

Massachusetts council member Tom 
Dempsey said, “This sends a strong 
message to the service that we’d like 
to see this implemented as soon as 
possible.”

Janice M. Plante
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Since the 
late 1990s, 
there has 
been a 
steady 
increase in 
the biomass of this stock.  

—Jim Weinberg
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Species Current Size
(inches)

FW 48 Size 
(inches)

Cod 22 (55.9 cm) 19 (48.3 cm) 
Haddock 18 (45.7 cm) 16 (40.6 cm) 
Pollock 19 (48.3 cm) No change 
Witch flounder (gray sole) 14 (35.6 cm) 13 (33 cm) 
Yellowtail flounder 13 (33.0 cm) 12 (30.5 cm) 
American plaice (dab) 14 (35.6 cm) 12 (30.5 cm) 
Atlantic halibut 41 (104.1 cm) No change 
Winter flounder (blackback) 12 (30.5 cm) No change 
Redfish 9 (22.9 cm) 7 (17.8 cm) 

New minimum fish sizes to take effect July 1
GLOUCESTER, MA – Groundfish 

fishermen soon will be working under 
a new set of smaller minimum fish 
sizes intended to turn “discards into 
landings.”

The change is part of Framework 
Adjustment 48 to the groundfish plan, 
which was implemented by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on 
May 1.  NMFS delayed the effective 
date of the minimum size reductions, 
however, “to allow state agencies 
additional time to consider and make 
corresponding adjustments.”

Minimum sizes for pollock, 
Atlantic halibut, and winter flounder 
(blackbacks) will remain unchanged at 
19", 41", and 12" respectively.

But the minimum size for cod will 
drop from 22" to 19", and haddock will 
go from 18" to 16".  Witch flounder (gray 
sole) and yellowtail flounder both will 
go down an inch, and American plaice 
(dabs) and redfish will go down by 2" 
(see table at right for full list).

In the Federal Register notice 

announcing the 
decision, NMFS said it 
believed the proposed 
size reductions struck 
a “balance” between 
the need to reduce 
waste and maximize 
the value of the 
resource with the need 
to continue rebuilding 
groundfish stocks.

The issue came 
to the forefront 
after fishermen told 
the New England 
Fishery Management 
Council during 
the development 
of Framework 48 
that too many fish just short of the 
minimum size requirement were being 
discarded.  This discarding, they said, 
was unwarranted now that almost all 
fishermen are enrolled in sectors and 
subject to hard quotas.  

Under the sector system, both 
landings and 
discards are 
counted against 
quotas, so 
fishermen are 
“charged” for 
discards even 
though they can’t 
sell the fish.

The council 

considered two primary options 
in the framework to address the 
situation.  The first was “full 
retention,” which would have 
required fishermen to bring in 
everything they caught.  The 
second was to adjust several of 
the more problematic minimum 
fish sizes.

The full retention proposal 
had many strong supporters, 
but the council concluded that 
the details weren’t developed 
enough yet for implementation 
in 2013.

That left minimum fish size 
adjustments, which the council 
adopted in December when 
it cast a final vote to submit 
Framework 48 to NMFS.  The 
new numbers were carefully calculated 
so that 50% of the fish would reach 
sexual maturity and spawn before being 
caught under the reduced minimum 
sizes.

Will states go along?
Over the last four decades, minimum 

fish sizes generally have gone up, not 
down, so the prospect of reversing 
direction was worrisome to some people.  

Massachusetts officials in particular 
expressed reservations about the 
proposal from the start, fearing that 
fishermen might target smaller fish 
and undermine rebuilding programs.  
Council member David Pierce of the 
Massachusetts Division of Marine 
Fisheries (DMF) publicly questioned 
whether his agency would be willing 
to implement smaller minimum sizes 
given these potential implications.  

In publishing the final rule for 
Framework 48, NMFS said it was 
“concerned about discrepancies between 
state and federal minimum sizes,” 
which could complicate compliance and 
enforcement. 

If a state opted against making 
corresponding changes, vessels could 
land in other states.  NMFS said it did 
not favor such a result and “strongly 
urged” all affected states to match the 
federal waters size reductions.  Giving 
states time to do this was the main 
reason NMFS delayed implementation 

of the new sizes until July 1.
During the New England council’s 

April 23-25 meeting in Mystic, CT, 
Massachusetts council member and 
processor Laura Ramsden urged DMF 
to make the size changes.

“I’m hoping the state of 
Massachusetts won’t bar fishermen 
from landing fish in accordance with 
Framework 48,” she said, adding that 
it would only put the state’s fishermen 
and processors at a competitive 
disadvantage.

As the discussion about potential 
altered fishing practices deepened, 
Ramsden reminded the council that no 
gear changes were involved. 

“We’re not changing the mesh size 
here,” she said.  “I don’t think that all 
of a sudden we’ll be targeting juvenile 
fish and wiping out stocks, which seems 
to be the tenor of the concern.  And as 
a processor who participates in New 
England auctions on a daily basis, I 
can say that larger fish command a 
premium price, so there’s a financial 
disincentive to targeting smaller fish.”

Still, numerous council members 
wanted to keep close tabs on the 
situation, and the council ultimately 
voted to ask NMFS to:  
●  Monitor the size composition of 
catches of cod, haddock, gray sole, 
yellowtail flounder, plaice, and redfish;
●  Perform “targeted port sampling to 
determine size composition of landings”; 

NMFS graphic

Changes to Minimum Fish Sizes Limits for Groundfish Stocks

If we’re going to decrease minimum sizes, 
then this council absolutely has to know 
in a timely fashion whether fishermen’s 
behavior has changed.  

—David Pierce
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We’re not 
changing the 
mesh size here.  
I don’t think 
that all of a 
sudden we’ll 
be targeting 
juvenile fish.  As a processor, I can 
say that larger fish command a 
premium price.  

—Laura Ramsden

The MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMAN’S ASSOCIATION 
is a member driven organization that accepts and supports 

the interdependence of species conservation and the 
members’ collective economic interests. 

Anyone can JOIN and support the lobster industry!
Voting member $100.00   
Assoc. member $100.00  

Established by the fishermen in 1963 and is still run by the 
fishermen in 2012! 

www.lobstermen.com 
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066

781-545-6984
beth.casoni@lobstermen.com 
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●  Provide the council and public with 
quarterly updates to see if catches of 
small fish as a proportion of total catch 
increased relative to fishing year 2011; 
and 
●  Determine if fishermen are targeting 
smaller fish and, if they are, gauge 
whether that change in selectivity has 
“negative implications.”

Pierce said, “If we’re going to 
decrease minimum sizes, then this 
council absolutely has to know in a 
timely fashion whether fishermen’s 
behavior has changed.”

Connecticut council member Matt 
McKenzie agreed.

“We need to make sure that our 
action is yielding the result we want, 
and if it’s starting to go down a road 
we don’t want it to go, we need to act 
quickly,” he said.

Tracking size composition
Before the vote, the council 

considered asking NMFS for monthly 
rather than quarterly reports.

NMFS Northeast Regional 

Administrator John Bullard said 
that although the agency supported 
the collection of data, it might not be 
able to produce monthly reports given 
the number of staff vacancies at the 
regional office that were subject to 
hiring freezes.

“This is important information and 
we want to produce it, but human 
resources are tough right now,” Bullard 
said.  

Rhode Island council member 
Mark Gibson wasn’t sure the request 
to NMFS would get the council the 
information it really wanted.

“I support trying to find some sort 
of ‘early warning’ system of what could 
be going wrong with our reduction in 
minimum sizes, but I think this is a tall 
order,” he said.  “This is a fundamental 
element of a stock assessment, so we’re 
actually asking the science center to do 
a mini stock assessment to compute the 
mortality rates on fish and see whether 
they’ve changed over time because of 
fishing practices.”

Otherwise, Gibson continued, 

simply looking at landings between 
two different years at two different 
minimum sizes “is just going to tell you 
the answer you know in advance – that 
landings are going to have smaller fish 
in them than the year before because we 
changed the minimum sizes.”

Despite the difficulties involved, New 
Hampshire council member Doug Grout 
supported the general initiative.

“We decreased the minimum size 
limits in Framework 48 to try to turn 
discards into landings,” he said.  “I 
think it’s important that we make 
sure the discards do, in fact, turn into 
landings and we don’t increase discards 
on smaller size fish.”

Bullard and Northeast Fisheries 

Science Center Director 
Bill Karp said they 
would do their best 
to provide the council 
with timely information 
given financial and 
staff constraints while 
juggling the council’s list 
of other priorities. 

Dick Allen of Rhode 
Island, speaking from 
the audience as “an 
interested member of the 
public,” raised a different 
concern. 

“What troubles me 
about the discussion is 
the implication that it’s 
automatically a bad thing 
if fishermen decided to 

change their targeting and the fishery 
shifted toward a smaller size mix.

“It doesn’t have those bad biological 
implications,” he said.  “You have to 
consider whether you’re getting the 
greatest overall benefits to the nation 
with a little different fishing strategy 
that may use less fuel, less labor, and 
less capital for what you get out of it.

“You’re not going to hurt the resource 
if you’ve got it all under control,” Allen 
continued.  “If you take a small fish and 
you have a quota, it means you have 
to leave a big fish, and maybe that’s 
a better thing.  Maybe we want those 
big fish left.  The big fish are better 
spawners.” 

Janice M. Plante

You’re not going to 
hurt the resource 
if you’ve got it all 
under control.  If you 
take a small fish and 
you have a quota, 
it means you have 

to leave a big fish.  Maybe we want 
those big fish left.  The big fish are 
better spawners.  

—Dick Allen

clearly spelling out the 
magnitude of the crisis.  

The paper listed several 
scientific documents citing 
specific references to the 
spillover issue, including 
one assessment report 
that stated, “The (Gulf of 
Maine haddock) fishery in 
the mid-1980s was being 
supported by spillover 
of large year classes 
from Georges Bank, and 
research vessel surveys 
indicated that recruitment 
in the Gulf of Maine was 
extremely poor.”

Council Chairman 
Rip Cunningham of 
Massachusetts eventually put the 
difficult, late-day debate on hold and 
resumed it the following morning.

At that point, Massachusetts council 
member David Pierce said he would 
support both motions.

“I’d like to give the regional 
administrator the option to at least 
pursue emergency action because the 

socio-economic impact will be severe 
and would justify this sort of action,” he 
said.

The motion for emergency action 
passed in a 13-to-4 vote.  After that, 
the second motion seeking additional 
PDT and SSC advice on the amount of 
spillover and how to deal with it passed 
unanimously.

Janice M. Plante 

Continued from page 14

Haddock spillover
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This 2010 
year class of 
Georges Bank 
haddock will 
be swimming 
into the Gulf 
of Maine and 

shutting down the Gulf of 
Maine.  That’s an emergency.  

—Vito Giacalone
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Distribution confuses cod abundance questions
As fishermen face steep cuts in 

cod quotas, debate continues 
over how many cod are in the 

water.  Stock assessments will always 
be fraught with uncertainty, and some 
fishermen’s perceptions will always be 
at odds with science.  

However, it is important to 
distinguish between the overall number 
of cod and where they are located.  
These are distinct, albeit related, 
questions that too often are confused.  

To say that New England’s marine 
ecosystems are complex is nothing 
short of an understatement.  Not 
surprisingly, the management system 
also is complex.  Most people recognize 
that species interactions, habitat 
dependencies, conflicts among fleets and 
nonfishing users, and an ever-changing 
ecosystem all necessitate some degree of 
complexity.  

Still, fishery management 
conversations too often devolve 
into surprisingly simplistic – and 
counterproductive – arguments to the 
detriment of sound decision-making.  
This is especially true when it comes to 
Gulf of Maine cod.

The Gulf of Maine has a rich 
geography.  The shoreline spans sandy 
beaches, salt marshes, and rocky 
headlands.  A seafloor of banks and 
ledges is interspersed with mud, sand, 
gravel, and cobble covered by eelgrass, 
kelp, sponges, anemones, corals, and 
other living habitat.  

The fluid environment is dynamic, 
with temperature, salinity, current 
speed, and plankton abundance 
changing through space and time as a 
function of latitude, depth, proximity to 
shore and rivers, and the influences of 
the wider Atlantic. 

Cod respond to this diverse seascape 
in intricate ways that vary with time 
of day and time of year, abundance of 
other species, fishing patterns, and 
other factors.  

The stock assessment is knowingly 
blind to this complexity.  The model 
provides a high-level look at overall 
abundance relative to potential 
productivity.  It is not designed to 
determine where cod are located and why.

Stock paradox
A persistent pattern has been a 

higher density of cod 
in the Western Gulf of 
Maine (WGOM) inshore 

of approximately 70°W longitude.  This 
has been the case for at least 40 years, 
including times of high abundance in 
the 1970s and low abundance in the 
1990s.  

Among many factors, one important 
reason for this higher density pattern 
is that currents generally flow into the 
WGOM.  This means larvae spawned 
upstream have a good chance of being 
delivered to the WGOM, and those 
spawned there have a good chance of 
staying there. 

In the last decade, this pattern has 
become stronger.  Density in the WGOM 
has grown from the valley of the 1990s 
not quite back to the peak of the 1970s, 
but closer to the intermediate levels 
of the 1980s.  In contrast, abundance 
further east has changed little in two 
decades. 

Many management and 
environmental changes have unfolded 
during those years, but an important 
one was the creation of the WGOM 
Closed Area in 1998, followed by the 
nearby Cashes Ledge Closed Area in 
2002.  

These closed areas have become 
centers of high-quality habitat, old 
and large “megaspawner” cod, and 
greater spawning behavior, all of which 
potentially increase recruitment in the 
WGOM.  No comparable productivity 
areas have been established to seed 
eastern waters.   

The WGOM has become the Gulf 
stock’s lone remaining stronghold.  It 
also is the primary fishing ground for 
communities from Port Clyde, ME to 
Provincetown, MA.  

The scarcity of fish further east 
creates a tenuous situation because all 
of our eggs are in one basket.  Should 
nature or mismanagement further 
deplete the WGOM, there is little else to 
fall back on.

The sharp difference in abundance 
also has created a complicated political 
situation.  The National Marine 
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by Jake Kritzer

Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) has 
determined 
that the stock 
overall is only 
at 20% of its 
target biomass.  
But fishermen 
working the 
WGOM have 
seen relatively 
high catch 
rates over the 
past decade 
and say this 
dire conclusion 
simply cannot be 
true.  

In fact, there 
is really no 
contradiction 
between the 
assessment and 
the experiences 
of fishermen.  
Across the Gulf of 
Maine, there are 
simply not many 
cod in the water.  
Those that remain 
are largely piled 
up on the doorstep 
of fishermen.  
Unfortunately, 
those fish are 
all we have 
to sustain the 
stock and the 
fishery, and we 
must harvest 
them very, very 
judiciously.  

Moreover, 
we must begin 
looking well 
beyond quotas as 
the solution to 
recovery because 
quotas are solely 
designed to build 
overall biomass.  

When 
confronted 
with spatial 
inequities that 
confound the 
ability of both 
fishermen and 
managers to 
do their jobs, we must become more 
surgical and attack the problems where 
they occur, pairing quotas with other 
tools that focus on local conditions and 
local impacts.

Climate effects
Another factor affecting cod is 

climate.  In 2012, spatial patterns, 
meaning where the fish were found, 
changed dramatically.  The hottest 
summer on record drove fish north and 
offshore toward cooler waters.  Cod 
density and catch rates in the WGOM 
fell.  

But fish appeared in stretches off 

the Maine coast and in the center of 
the Gulf that have been devoid of cod 
for two decades.  For a brief period, 
disputes between fishermen and 
scientists quieted.  Now, however, cod 
seem to be moving west again.  As a 
result, fishermen are encountering 
them more often and have resumed 
their calls for quota increases. 

In reality, though, nothing changed 
in 2012, at least on a stock-wide basis.  
The numbers of cod did not decline 
appreciably in 2012 and are not growing 
appreciably in 2013.  

Again, what changed was where 
the cod were located as well as their 
availability to the fleet.  Overall 

NEFSC graphics

The two charts compare the Northeast Fisheries Science 
Center (NEFSC) spring bottom trawl survey abundances for 
the periods 2007-2011, above, and 2012, below.  Darker tones 
denote high cod concentrations and dots mark grid locations 
where research tows for groundfish were made.  In comparing 
the time periods, the moderate concentrations of cod found in 
the Nantucket Shoals area dissipated and there was a modest 
increase in abundance along the eastern Maine coast in 2012.
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biomass continues to be very low.  
Whether fish will stay in the WGOM as 
weather warms this year remains to be 
seen and likely will depend on just how 
hot the summer ahead proves to be.  

Area management
Spatial differences also are 

evident within the WGOM.  Seasonal 
concentrations of large egg-bearing 
females at discrete sites have 
led to the creation of the federal 
Whaleback spawning closure and 
the Massachusetts Cod Conservation 
Zone.  Further offshore, a localized 
concentration appears seasonally on 
Stellwagen Bank/Middle Bank.

As a productive fishing ground, 
Middle Bank not surprisingly attracts 
vessels seeking to fish their quota as 
cost-effectively as possible.  That should 
be a core management objective, since 
fishing with less total effort lowers 
fishermen’s costs and greenhouse gas 
emissions and benefits marine habitat 
and fishermen’s safety.  

However, too much effort in too 
confined an area can cause vessel 
conflicts and disrupt ecological stability.  
This seems to be happening on Middle 
Bank.  In response, some have called 
for a return to trip limits as a way of 
limiting catch.

Trip limits were designed to control 
overall catch and fishing mortality, 
goals that quotas are achieving now.  
But trip limits bring increased effort, 
inefficiency, and regulatory discards.  
Therefore, localized impacts on Middle 
Bank should be addressed directly 
rather than indirectly.

The long-term solution is to recover 
cod across the Gulf so the fleet is not 
forced to concentrate its fishing effort in 
the confined area of the WGOM.  

In the near-term, one option is 
to simply close Middle Bank, either 
year-round or seasonally when the 
fish are aggregated.  That would 
reduce efficiency, but if the site is 
disproportionately important for 
productivity, then the benefits might 
outweigh the costs.

If Middle Bank can withstand some 
harvesting effort, another option is 
to limit the total catch that can come 
from the area.  That can be achieved 
by allowing quota holders to fish a 
maximum percentage of GOM cod 
allocation on Middle Bank.  This is 
different than a trip limit because it 
lets fishermen decide how much to 
catch on any given trip.  This could be 
implemented along with a seasonal 
closure to allow uninterrupted 
spawning.  

New England’s herring fishery is 
managed using a similar strategy.  
The quota is divided among four 
management areas to purposefully 
spread the catch and reduce localized 
impacts.  However, herring quota is not 
allocated, so wasteful and inefficient 
derbies still occur within management 
areas.

The Gulf of Maine cod fishery faces 
difficult times.  We are having tough 
debates and making tough choices 
about how much to sacrifice today to 
build a better tomorrow vs. how much 
to compromise our future to minimize 
pain today.  

The answers are not easy or obvious.  
But the discussion will be more 
constructive – and the solutions more 

effective – if we are clear about the 
issues at hand.  

Stock assessments and quotas are 
designed to achieve critical but narrow 

objectives by determining overall 
abundance and overall sustainable 
harvest.  

When we see complex spatial 
patterns, we must pair assessments and 
quotas with a broader range of science 
and management tools to confront those 
challenges head on. 

Jake Kritzer

Jake Kritzer is the principal 
scientific adviser to the Environmental 
Defense Fund’s oceans team in New 
England and serves as chair of the New 
England Fishery Management Council’s 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
and vice-chair of the Atlantic State 
Marine Fisheries Commission’s Habitat 
Committee.

All of our eggs are in one 
basket.  Should nature or 
mismanagement further 
deplete Western Gulf of 
Maine cod, there is little to 
fall back on elsewhere.  

The long-term solution 
is to recover cod across 
the Gulf so the fleet is not 
forced to concentrate 
its fishing effort in the 
confined area of the 
Western Gulf of Maine.  
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New England council asks NMFS 
to modify monkfish emergency action

MYSTIC, CT – The New England 
Fishery Management Council has 
asked the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) to expeditiously modify 
its recent monkfish emergency rule so 
that groundfish fishermen can keep 
more monkfish while working under a 
groundfish day-at-sea in the northern 
area, which covers the Gulf of Maine 
and northern Georges Bank.

The council made this request during 
its April 23-25 meeting and specifically 
asked that groundfish boats with 
Category C and D monkfish permits be 
allowed to keep 1,250 pounds and 600 
pounds of monktails respectively on a 
groundfish day rather than 300 pounds, 
the current cap. 

Back in November, the council asked 
NMFS to take emergency action to 
eliminate monkfish possession limits 
for groundfish sector vessels fishing on 
a groundfish day, hoping it could serve 
as a “mitigating measure” given the 
greatly reduced 2013 groundfish quotas.  

The council 
stipulated that 
monkfish relief 
should apply only to 
fishermen who held 
both a limited-access 
groundfish permit 
and a limited-access 
monkfish Category 
C or D permit and 
fished in the north 
under a groundfish 
day (see CFN April 
2013 for details).

NMFS followed through and took 
emergency action on May 1 to suspend 
monkfish possession limits in the 
northern area, but only for vessels 
working under a monkfish day-at-sea.

That wasn’t at all what fishermen 
or the council had in mind when they 

initially asked NMFS for help.  They 
wanted relief from monkfish possession 
limits on groundfish days-at-sea, 
not monkfish days.  Northern area 
fishermen rarely butt up against trip 

limits on a monkfish 
day.

“So the problem 
we were trying to 
solve really isn’t 
solved at all,” said 
Maine council 
member Mary Beth 
Tooley.

Groundfish 
sector fishermen no 
longer need to use 
days-at-sea to catch 
groundfish, but they 

do need to use a groundfish day to keep 
monkfish on the trip, a complicated 
remnant of the pre-sector groundfish 
rules that continues to follow the 
monkfish plan’s ongoing days-at-sea 
strategy.  

Under a groundfish day-at-sea, 

monkfish is limited to 25% of the total 
weight of fish onboard, not to exceed 
300 pounds in tail weight.  So 300 
pounds is the maximum amount of 
monktails that groundfish fishermen 
can keep in the northern area on a 
groundfish day.

Many fishermen quickly reach this 
300-pound cap and then 
are forced to discard 
monkfish on the rest of a 
groundfish trip.

“It’s just crazy that 
we’re wasting this fish 
and aren’t able to get 
the economic benefit 
from it, especially at 
this very difficult time,” 
said Maggie Raymond of 
Associated Fisheries of 
Maine.  

During the council 
discussion about what 
to do next, Raymond said, “Please ask 
the agency to reconsider this terrible 
decision.”  

Southern dissent 
Early on, NMFS had indicated a 

willingness to pursue some relief on 
the monkfish front for northern area 
groundfish fishermen.  But once it 
published a proposed rule on Feb. 25 
outlining the emergency action as 
requested by the New England council, 
it received a backlash of opposition 
from industry members in the southern 
monkfish management area and 
especially from the Mid-Atlantic council, 
which jointly manages monkfish with 
the New England council.

This complete split in equally 
steadfast positions between the north 
and the south put NMFS in a difficult 
spot.

According to George Darcy, NMFS’s 
assistant regional administrator in the 
Northeast region, the agency received 
several comments from people in the 
southern area who said the action 
would put too much pressure on both 
the monkfish resource and protected 

species – namely harbor porpoise – 
and would lead to unwelcome shifts in 
fishing effort.

Fishermen in the south were 
especially concerned that New England 
fishermen would use their groundfish 
days in the north to catch monkfish 
and, once those were used up, shift to 
the Mid-Atlantic to catch monkfish on 
monkfish-only days.

“The Mid-Atlantic council and people 
in the southern area were very concerned 
about this proposal, and they raised some 
legitimate issues,” Darcy said.

Trying to seek a balance between 
the two sides, Darcy explained that the 
agency decided to suspend monkfish 
possession limits in the northern area 
only on monkfish days and not on 
groundfish days.

“The intent is to still provide some 
flexibility for the northern vessels but 
protect the southern management area 
from the potential for significant effort 
shifts there,” he told the New England 
council.

Maine council member Terry 
Alexander expressed extreme 
disappointment with the outcome and 
reiterated that groundfish fishermen 
didn’t need relief on monkfish days.

“This virtually does nothing to 
mitigate the measure that this council 
asked for,” he said.  “What we were 

looking for was relief 
from the 300-pound 
monkfish limit when 
we’re fishing under a 
groundfish day.“

Alexander further 
questioned how 
a measure that 
applied strictly 
to the northern 
area would impact 
fishermen in the 
southern area.

Maggie Raymond 
also challenged the 

“shift in effort” concern.
“It’s illogical to suggest that there 

would be a shift in effort from an area 
with no trip limit to an area with a trip 
limit,” she said.  “If anything, it would 
be the other way around.”  

Several people stressed that 
fishermen in the north were nowhere 
near reaching the annual catch target 
for monkfish, which is not overfished 
or subject to overfishing.  Therefore, 
offering possession-limit relief on 
groundfish days would help fishermen 
better achieve optimum yield while 
eliminating regulatory discards of 
monkfish, they said.  

Darcy explained that NMFS was 
responding to an emergency action 
request, which has many limitations, 
and had to balance numerous concerns 
and legal restrictions.

“This was a short-term, quick, get-
it-in-place by May 1 type of action,” he 
said.  “We were trying to be helpful.”

Nonetheless, given that the outcome 
didn’t turn out as planned, the New 
England council debated what to do 
next and, on the last day of its three-day 

What we were 
looking for was relief 
from the 300-pound 
monkfish limit when 
we’re fishing under a 
groundfish day.  

—Terry Alexander

It’s just crazy that we’re 
wasting this fish and 
aren’t able to get the 
economic benefit from 
it, especially at this very 
difficult time.  

—Maggie Raymond
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Longfin squid fishery gets new 
control date; Loligo renamed 

RALEIGH, NC – After prodding from 
long-time squid fishermen, the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
asked the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) to set a new control 
date for the longfin squid fishery during 
its April 13, 2013 meeting here. 

 “Control dates are generally used 
to discourage speculative entry of new, 
or possibly in this case, latent effort,” 
explained council staffer Jason Didden.  
“If, in the future, the council decided 
to consider further restricting access 
to the longfin squid fishery, the control 
date could be used as a marker for 
determining historical participation.” 

A previously established control 
date of May 20, 2003 for the fishery 
was reconfirmed in 2010 but is now 
considered “stale.” 

The scientific name for the squid 
traditionally called “Loligo” recently 
was changed from Loligo pealeii to 
Doryteuthis (Amerigo) pealeii and is 
now being referred to by managers as 
longfin squid.

The commercial Illex and longfin 
squid fisheries have been managed 
under a limited-access permit system 
since 1996, but some people in the 
business have become increasingly 
concerned about the possible activation 
of a large number of latent permits and 
an influx of new effort into the fishery.  

Of the approximately 350 commercial 
permits for longfin squid, only 78-to-119 
permit holders caught more than 
10,000 pounds in any given year since 
2003, according to NMFS.  About 
161 permit holders caught more than 
25,000 pounds in at least one of the last 
10 years. 

The Illex fishery has about 
75 permits, of which five-to-20 vessels 
land the lion’s share of the catch.  The 
council did not request publication of 
a new Illex control date in April, but 
advisory panel members have since 
asked the council to request one. 

In 2012, only 56% of the 22,200 
metric tons (mt) of longfin quota was 
caught due to trimester limitations 

and an associated early closure in 
Trimester II.  Catch limit caps on 
butterfish, a forage fish that schools 
with longfin and Illex squid, also cause 
early longfin squid closures.

Whether it’s an early closure due 
to trimester limits or exceeding the 
butterfish cap, the longfin squid 
management strategy has come under 
criticism for leaving squid behind 
because longfin squid live for only six-
to-eight months.

At the council’s April meeting, 
Didden said any action to limit fleet 
capacity or effort after a control 
date was set likely would require an 
amendment to the Atlantic Mackerel, 
Squid, and Butterfish Fishery 

Management Plan.  He noted that the 
council is not considering action at 
this time, but concerns about latent 
overcapacity in the squid fisheries have 
been discussed over the years.

Industry concerns
Hank Lackner has fished squid out of 

Montauk Point, NY and Cape May, NJ 
for more than 20 years, most recently 
aboard his new 100' Jason & Danielle 
launched in 2006.  He currently sits 
on the council’s mackerel, squid, and 
butterfish advisory panel.  

He said he wants to ensure that 
his permit means something and he’s 
concerned that early trimester closings 
could be caused by inexperienced latent 

permit holders on the longfin squid 
learning curve.

“They’ll see soundings and think it’s 
squid,” Lackner said.  “They can easily 
pick up 20,000 pounds of butterfish.  
When that gets extrapolated to the 
whole fleet, it will hit the butterfish cap 
and cause a closure.” 

Butterfish can appear out of 
nowhere, he added, and experienced 
squid fishermen have learned how to 
avoid them. 

Lackner has been at the forefront 
of seeking a control date and getting 
the poundage qualifier changed to 
something that reflects a history of 
substantial commercial catch.  He was 
disappointed that his earlier efforts 
in 2003 and 2009 only got the control 
date set without the accompanying 
amendment that would clarify who is 
actually active in the fishery.

 “Only 140 boats landed more 
than 10,000 pounds in 2011,” he said, 
referencing a recent landings report.  
“The Mid-Atlantic council needs 
to figure out who are the full-time 
historical participants to better manage 
this fishery.”

The Mid-Atlantic council is holding 
two port workshops to further discuss 
squid management – one on May 22 at 
Superior Trawl in Point Judith, RI and 
one on June 5 at Congress Hall Hotel in 
Cape May, NJ. 

“The meetings will build on input 
provided by fishermen, scientists, and 
managers during a squid management 
workshop held in January,” the council 
said.  “The council is seeking additional 
industry input on responsive harvest 
strategies as well as general concerns 
and recommendations for improving 
squid management.”

More details about the port meetings 
and the January squid workshop are 
available on the council website at 
<www.mafmc.org>.

Joyce Rowley

Steven Kennedy photo

The scientific name for the squid traditionally called “Loligo” recently was changed 
from Loligo pealeii to Doryteuthis (Amerigo) pealeii and is now being referred to as 
longfin squid.

New control date 
for longfin squid

 
GLOUCESTER, MA – Following 

through on a Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council request, the 
National Marine Fisheries Service has 
established May 16, 2013 as the new 
control date for the longfin squid/
butterfish fishery through a Federal 
Register notice published on that date.

The control date applies to longfin 
squid/butterfish moratorium permit 
holders and replaces previous control 
dates for the fishery.  A May 20, 2003 
control date remains in effect for the 
Illex squid/butterfish fishery.  /cfn/
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Paul Shuman:  Innovative net designer
revolutionized Northeast trawl fishery 

CHARLESTOWN, RI – The fishing 
industry lost an important contributor 
to its history with the unexpected death 
in March of net designer and innovator 
Paul Shuman. 

Shuman Trawl nets, distinctively 
made from green poly twine, were a 
mainstay for New England and Mid-
Atlantic fishermen from 1976 on. 

“What an impact he had on this 
industry,” said Fred Mattera, a retired 
fisherman and safety trainer based 
in Point Judith.  “Somebody said that 
Paul ‘turned Point Judith green.’  And 
it was true.  We were very successful 
towing Shuman trawls, so much so that 
everybody wanted one up and down the 
coast.” 

Shuman used green polyethylene 
twine because it held its shape better 
than the white nylon twine widely used 
at the time.  He also revolutionized the 
way nets were designed, adding a third 
bridle to get more lift at a time when 
most fishermen only used two bridles. 

And he was known for taking great 
care to do his work right.

“If we made a mess of one of Paul’s 
nets, we didn’t want to return it.  
He was so 
meticulous,” 
Mattera said.

They needn’t 
have worried. 

 “Each net 
had a net plan 
and, when a 
net came back, 
we could put it 
back the way it 
was,” said Judy 
Tate, Shuman’s 
former wife 
who built nets with him from 1978 to 
1995.

Long before home computers came 

along, Shuman created a computer 
program to design trawl nets and kept 

customers’ net plans 
in a database. 

“They’d bring 
them in rim-racked, 
and we’d line them 
up with the design,” 
Tate recalled.  “It 
made repairs so 
much easier.” 

Shuman’s 
reputation for 
precision was 
legendary.  Tate 
said she first ran 

into it when she was a student at 
the University of Rhode Island (URI) 
Commercial Fisheries School in the 

mid-1970s.  
One day, 

professor Bert 
Hillier told 
class members 
they had 
to clean up 
the net shop 
because Paul 
Shuman, “the 
twine man,” 
was coming.

Bob 
Taber taught 
Shuman 
physics at 
the fisheries 
school in 1972 
and, in 1980, 
the two of 
them founded 
Trawlworks Inc. in Narragansett.

 “Paul was an exceptional person,” 
Taber said. 

Added Steve Taber, “He meant a 
lot to a lot of people.  Someone said 
the other day there were three main 
things that changed fishing here in the 
Northeast – electronics, hydraulics, and 
Paul Shuman.”

European method
Following his URI Commercial 

Fisheries School experience, Shuman 
traveled to Denmark and embarked 
on an apprenticeship with Iver 
Christensen (IC) Trawl where he 
learned the European method of net 
making.

He then returned to Rhode Island to 
start Shuman Trawl, first in his driveway 
and then in a rented Hood’s Dairy barn 
in Narragansett in 1976.  At the time, 
most Southern New England fishermen 
built and repaired their own nets. 

In 1980, Shuman approached Taber 
to start Trawlworks, which is now run 
by Taber and his son Steve.  In a short 
time, the business grew to employ seven 
net builders, including Judy Tate. 

“Paul had high standards,” said 
Bob Taber, who kept track of Shuman’s 
work over the years.  “Nobody could do 
what he did as fast as he could and with 
the same precision.  He was always 
generous with what he knew.  He’d 
share it with anyone.”

Trawlworks still uses a computer 
program for net design that Shuman 
created. 

“We lost a very talented person,” said 
Taber.  “I don’t think anyone realizes 
how much he contributed to fisheries in 
this country.”

Rollerblades, software
Shuman re-opened Shuman Trawls 

in Wood River Junction in 1983.  The 
company 
specialized 
in large-
mesh 
bottom and 
midwater 
single and 
pair trawls.

Taber 
recalled 
that the 
building 
was so 
long that 
Tate wore 
rollerblades 
to glide 
from one 
end to 
the other, 
building 
and 
mending 
enormous 
laid-out 
nets. 

“Paul 
invented 
construction 
techniques 

and used high-tech materials to produce 
the nets, some of which the National 
Marine Fisheries Service purchased 
for fish surveys in the Gulf of Mexico 
around the mid-’80s,” recalled Tate.  “He 
introduced style and material that were 
far superior to what was being used at 
the time.” 

Shuman’s inventions included the 
net mesh “lok,” an intertwined method 
of joining netting that didn’t slip like 
a knot.  With the lok join, still used by 
net builders today, nets kept their shape 
longer and required less repair. 

“Paul wrote computer programs that 
calculated nets to the mesh,” said Tate.  
He then used AutoCAD (computer-aided 
design) to draw the plan to scale, and 
stored each net plan in a database for 
future reference.

His inventions didn’t stop with 
fishing nets.  He also designed fabric 
“kites” that attached to the headrope 
instead of floats to help keep the mouth 

Photo courtesy of Judy Tate

Paul Shuman in the Wyoming, RI shop, hanging a 
bottom trawl. 

Judy Tate photo

The front end of a net stretched out on 
the floor at Trawlworks.

Someone said the other 
day there were three main 
things that changed fishing 
here in the Northeast – 
electronics, hydraulics, and 
Paul Shuman.  

—Steve Taber

Trawls and Netting, Rope, Trawl Doors, Blocks, Trawl Wire,
Hardware, Ground Cables/Legs, Floats, Chain, Skipper Chairs

R HIGH EFFICIENCY – 
 SAVE ON FUEL COSTS

R REMOVABLE KNIFE-BLADE EDGES         
 ON FULL LENGTH OF KEEL

R REMOVABLE BALLAST WEIGHTS

TYPE 14VF SEMI-PELAGIC
TRAWL DOORSNEW



COMMERCIAL FISHERIES NEWS  •  JUNE 2013  •  23

Paul was recognized 
as being the authority 
for trawl nets in New 
England and along the 
coast.  I found it amazing 
that he was willing to 
share his insight and 
was so forthcoming with 
knowledge that was his 
trade.  

—Cliff Goudey

of the net open.  Kiting grew into a 
separate business for him as he began 
designing kites for flying in professional 
national competitions. 

“Paul was a wonder,” Tate said.  “He 
was a brilliant guy, very inventive, and 
a good teacher.” 

MIT research 
Between 1993 and 1998, Shuman 

and Cliff Goudey, director of the Center 
for Fisheries Engineering Research 
at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), took groups of 
fishermen to the David Taylor Model 
Basin at the Carderock Division of 
the Naval Surface Warfare Center in 
Bethesda, MD to model net behavior in 
one of the world’s largest flume tanks. 

Goudey said the two-to-three-
day presentations helped fishermen 
understand how the net took shape in 
the water and how to catch more fish, 
avoid snags, and keep the net’s shape 
while turning.

“He was recognized as being the 
authority for trawl nets in New England 
and along the coast,” Goudey said of 
Shuman.  “More than that, I found it 
amazing that he was willing to share 
his insight and was so forthcoming with 
knowledge that was his trade.”

But, added Goudey, Shuman’s 
technique for designing and building 
trawls was so complex that even if he 
told everyone how he did it, it couldn’t 
be replicated. 

Goudey recalled a time when he and 
Shuman hooked up instrumentation to 
trawl load cells to measure drag, but the 
computer wasn’t getting the data. 

“Paul sat down at the computer 
and went into areas of the program I 
wouldn’t attempt to change and he fixed 
it,” said Goudey.  “He had an uncanny 
ability with computers.  Here’s a net 
maker showing me how to get data 
acquisition to work.”

From 1996 to 1998, Shuman 
designed and built 1/6-scale model trawl 
nets both for the trawl courses and for 
research aimed at reducing bycatch and 
habitat impacts for Goudey as part of an 
MIT Sea Grant Program project. 

Using a variety of Shuman’s kite and 
parafoil ideas, Goudey worked to create 
a design that would keep bottom trawls 
and scallop dredges off the bottom using 
hydrodynamics instead of weight.  

The design also included wide-mesh 
belly panels that allowed nontargeted 
groundfish to escape.  In later projects, 
the model testing for the project was 
performed at Memorial University’s 
Fisheries and Marine Institute flume 
tank in Newfoundland. 

The work was promising and, even 
now, research on wide-mesh belly 
panels and head rope adjustments 
aimed at reducing groundfish bycatch 
continues using the same principles (see 
CFN February 2012, “Squid net belly 
panel cuts blackback bycatch”). 

When Paul Shuman passed away 
on March 27, he left behind a legacy of 
invention and dedication to the fishing 
and marine industries.  But above 
all, what everyone remembered about 

Shuman was his willingness 
to share his time, his talents, 
and his dry sense of humor.

“You can laugh and you 
can cry at the experiences you 
had with him, but you’d never 
forget him,” said Bob Taber. 

Joyce Rowley

This article was written 
with the help of Pat Shuman, 
Paul’s sister, and Gail 
Turgeon, his good friend and 
companion.  

A celebration of Paul’s 
life will be held in August.  
Please e-mail Pat Shuman 
at <patshuman@comcast.
net> for details. 

Photo courtesy of Steve Taber/Trawlworks

Paul Shuman.
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Susan Pollack photo

Above, Sue Sanfilippo and daughters Leah and Nina showed their colors during the 
rally by wearing “Fishermen’s Pride” t-shirts made up two years ago when husband 
and father Gus Sanfilippo, right, was featured on the TV show “Expedition Impossible.”  
Sanfilippo is the owner-operator of the Gloucester-based Captain Dominic.

Continued from page 20

meeting, voted to ask NMFS to 
“expedite modification” of the emergency 
rule.

This time, instead of asking for a 
complete suspension of possession limits 
in the northern area, the council asked 
for the higher possession limits – 1,250 
pounds for Category C and 600 pounds 
for Category D monkfish permit holders.

The current emergency action, 
which applies to common pool vessels 
as well, is scheduled to be in place for 
six months, expiring Oct. 27.  NMFS 
typically renews such actions for an 
additional six months so the measures 
remain in place for a year.

Through its latest request, the New 
England council is now asking NMFS to 
change the provisions of the emergency 
action during the first six-month period 
and not wait until the second half of the 
year.

The joint New England/Mid-Atlantic 
monkfish committee was expected 
to further discuss this issue during 
its May 29-30 meeting.  The official 

comment period on the emergency 
action closes May 30.

Jeff Kaelin of Lund’s Fisheries in 
Cape May, NJ said he attends both 
New England and Mid-Atlantic council 
meetings on behalf of Lund’s, which 
processes monkfish, among many other 
species.

Kaelin indicated that the outcome 
might have been different if the Mid-
Atlantic council and industry members 
in the southern area had been consulted 
in advance.

“The problem with the monkfish 
emergency action was that it 
wasn’t vetted by the joint monkfish 
committee,” he said.  “People in the 
southern region were somewhat 
sympathetic to increasing the trip limit 
by some amount, but they didn’t want 
to take the ceiling off because transfer 
of effort is a real issue.

“I think there was a tremendous 
amount of miscommunication because 
communication never occurred in the 
first place,” Kaelin said.

Janice M. Plante

Continued from page 20

Monkfish
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Fishing industry rallies to demand aid, MSA flexibility
BOSTON, MA – About 300 

people, including fishermen and 
their families from around New 
England, fish buyers, boat owners, 
and concerned citizens, attended the 
Groundfish Industry Rally held at the 
Boston Fish Pier on April 29.

Organized by the Northeast 
Seafood Coalition (NSC), more than 
a dozen speakers urged Congress, 
consumers, and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service to support a new 
interim groundfish plan that would 
involve cuts to key species, but not as 
severe as those implemented just two 
days later on the May 1 start of the 
2013 fishing year (see related story 
page 10).

They also called for:  emergency 
relief to fishing families to help meet 
boat and house mortgages; financial 
investment to help develop new 
markets for underutilized species; 
funding for new cooperative research 
to improve fisheries science; and 
amendments to the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (MSA) to allow 
more flexibility in meeting stock 
rebuilding goals.

Among the speakers were:  US 
Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Mo 
Cowan and US Reps. Bill Keating 
and John Tierney, all Massachusetts 
Democrats; state Sen. Bruce Tarr and 
state Rep. Ann-Margaret Ferrante; 
Mayors Carolyn Kirk of Gloucester and 
Jon Mitchell of New Bedford; several 
Massachusetts officials; Richie Canastra 
of the fish auction network BASE New 

©Sam Murfitt photo

US Reps. Bill 
Keating, at the 

podium, and 
John Tierney were 

among the rally 
speakers, along 
with Gloucester 
Mayor Carolyn 

Kirk, rear.

Susan Pollack photo

Left, NSC 
Policy Director 
Vito Giacalone 
urged Congress, 
American 
consumers, and 
NMFS to act 
immediately 
to help the 
groundfish 
industry.

Continued on next page

England; and NSC Executive Director 
Jackie Odell and Policy Director Vito 
Giacalone.

Giacalone’s speech was particularly 
pointed.  After the MSA was last 
amended in 2006, the industry 
“reluctantly embarked upon an effort to 
develop a system to meet the law and 
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Susan Pollack photo

The Northeast 
Seafood Coalition 
(NSC) organized the 
Groundfish Industry 
Rally held on April 
29 at the Boston Fish 
Pier.  NSC Executive 
Director Jackie Odell, 
who acted as master of 
ceremonies, is shown 
here with vessel owner 
Mike Walsh, center, 
and Tory Bramante of 
Atlantic Coast Seafood. 
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Below, longtime Gloucester Fishermen’s 
Wives Association President Angela Sanfilippo, 
far right, attended the rally with fellow wives 
Rosalia Favazza and Maria Rossi, as did New 
Bedford fleet owner Carlos Rafael, rear.

Susan Pollack photos

Left, Enzo Russo, owner-operator of the 
Miss Trish, and Joe Orlando of the Padre Pio.  
Orlando’s sign says “Congress, we need your 
help.”

give the industry a fighting chance of survival,” 
he said.

Since 2010, the groundfish fishery has 
operated under a sector system and tightly 
controlled catch limits. 

“Industry in New England has taken 
individual stock management and data 
management from a ‘Model T’ to a rocket ship 
nearly overnight.”

However, the result has been “devastating 
losses” as many have been forced to leave the 
groundfish fishery.  Those who are left, the 
“die-hard survivors” of years of unsuccessful 
government management, need to know they 
matter, he said.

“Years of sacrifice, forced reinvestment, and 
compliance with every catch limit should not be 
rewarded with bankruptcy and 
apathy,” Giacalone concluded.  “Real action 
is needed now.  Disaster relief and maximum 
flexibility through interim measures and through 
improved access to the underharvested stocks in 
this fishery must be accomplished in emergency 
fashion or it will be too late.”  /cfn/

©Sam Murfitt photo

Left, NMFS 
Northeast Regional 
Administrator John 
Bullard listens to a 
speaker during the 
industry rally.
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LONDON, ENGLAND – Over the 
last few years, European fishermen 
have been forced to grapple with the 
sudden reality 
of wind farm 
construction 
on their fishing 
grounds.  Their 
experiences 
offer important 
lessons for 
fishermen 
here in the 
Northeast.

In mid-
March, a team of 
people involved 
in fisheries in this region traveled to 
England to learn how offshore energy 
development is unfolding there (see 
CFN May 2013).  

The five-day trip, sponsored by 
Ocean Conservancy, included meetings 
with a number of fishermen and fishing 
industry representatives impacted by 
offshore energy development.

Across the board, they had several 
loud and clear messages for US 
fishermen.  The first was perhaps 
best summed up by Tom Watson, a 
former fisherman who now works as 
a fishing industry representative for 
seven offshore wind farm projects in the 
United Kingdom (UK).

“A lot of fishermen wonder, ‘Can 
they really build the wind farms?’  The 
answer is they can and they will,” 
he said.  “There’s been a lot of angry 
second guessing, which is a waste of 
time.  They’re going to do it and, if you 
stand in the way, you’re going to be a 
casualty.”

The next step is to create, as early as 
possible, a clear line of communication 
directly between fishermen and energy 
developers – without government 
involvement.

Engineer Andy Revill, who is well 

Regional planning bodies organizing; 
Travelstead, Grout named council reps

NARRAGANSETT, RI – 
Nationwide, 77 government agencies 
share responsibility for management 
of coastal and marine resources.  
The Obama Administration’s 
National Ocean Policy directs 
federal and state agencies in 
each region to craft master plans 
intended to coordinate government 
activities.  

The Northeast Regional Planning 
Body (RPB), which is focused 
on New England waters, met in 
Narragansett April 11-12.  This 
was the second meeting since its 
formation in November 2012, and 
the discussion primarily centered on 
goals and objectives for the planning 

effort to come.  Although there was 
disagreement on exact wording, three 
themes emerged as draft goals:
●  Healthy ecosystems – Protecting, 
maintaining, and restoring ocean 
and coastal ecosystems in the face of 
increasing demands and changing 
conditions;
●  Compatibility of uses – Making 
plans to minimize conflict among 
different uses like fishing, shipping, 
offshore renewable energy, recreation, 
and protection of ecosystems; and
●  Effective governance – Improving 
the effectiveness of agencies within 
their existing authorities.

Doug Grout, chief of the New 
Hampshire Fish and Game 

Department’s Marine Division, has been 
designated the New England Fishery 
Management Council’s representative 
in this process.  The Northeast RPB 
has scheduled a series of meetings 
between May 23 and June 25 in ports 
from Ellsworth, ME to New Haven, 
CT to gather public feedback on its 
draft goals.  For more information, 
visit the Northeast Regional 
Ocean Council’s website at <http://
northeastoceancouncil.org/regional-
planning-body>.

A similar Mid-Atlantic RPB was 
launched during a planning workshop 
on April 4-5 in Arlington, VA.  

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council Chairman Rick Robins played 

Wind farm advice:  Accept, engage, negotiate

known in international fishing gear 
technology circles, was hired by DONG 
Energy last year to engage with the 
fishing industry on behalf of the 
Scandinavian company.  

DONG operates four offshore wind 
farms in the UK and is a partner in the 
175-turbine London Array, the world’s 
largest operational offshore wind farm. 

Without honest and direct dialogue, 
Revill said, most energy developers 
will be unaware of how the siting, 
construction, and operation of a wind 
farm might affect local fishermen.

“As a company, DONG has strong 
moral standards and a responsible 
attitude,” he said.  “But, basically, it’s 
a group of engineers who like to build 
things.  They don’t understand the 
issues.”

In the UK, issues for fishermen have 
included being shut out of traditional 
fishing grounds during wind farm 
construction and then trying to figure 
out if and how they can safely and 
practically resume fishing in and 
around the farms once they are built.

“Cables float free and come down on 

pot trawls,” said Mike Cohen, CEO of 
the Holderness Fishing Industry Group, 
which represents dealers, processors, 
and fishermen involved in the European 
lobster fishery.

“There are impacts outside the 
farms, too,” he added.  “Sediments dug 
up during trenching to bury cables 
have traveled outside farm parameters, 
smothering the bottom.  Not only did 
this kill off the lobster stocks living in 
the area at the time, but it also covered 
habitat features that made the area 
suitable for lobsters in the first place.”

One positive result of having good 
communications is that the energy 
company eventually heard and 

understood some of 
these concerns.

“DONG has 
proposed changing 
drilling practices to 
contain the kicked-
up sediment by 
placing a ring of stone 
around the trenching 
area,” Cohen said.  
“It’s encouraging to 
see that come from 
DONG.”

Mitigation
However, many side 

effects of wind farms 
remain costly for fishermen, and the 
other goal of establishing relationships 
with energy developers should be 
negotiating mitigation agreements.

“Instead of looking for cash, look for 
something that will help you make a 
living,” Watson urged.

The Ramsgate-based Thanet 
Fishermen’s Association has dealt with 
the construction of two wind farms in its 
backyard – the Thanet Offshore Wind 
Farm and the London Array.  

As part of a mitigation package, 
energy developers agreed to install 

Lorelei Stevens photo

As part of a mitigation package, energy developers agreed to 
install fast-flow pumps at the Thanet Fishermen’s Association’s fuel 
co-op dock and then purchase fuel from the co-op for its service 
vessels.

Lorelei Stevens photo

Engineer Andy Revill, who was hired by DONG Energy to engage 
with the fishing industry.

‘Can they really build 
the wind farms?’  They 
can and they will.  If you 
stand in the way, you’re 
going to be a casualty.  

—Tom Watson

a central role in the workshop, 
and Virginia Marine Resources 
Commissioner Jack Travelstead 
was announced as the Mid-Atlantic 
council’s representative to the RPB.

Workshop discussions focused on 
stakeholder involvement, including 
participation of fishermen, in 
future planning efforts.  For more 
information, visit the website at 
<www.midatlanticocean.org>.

John Williamson

John Williamson, F/V Sea 
Keeper, works with fishermen in 
education and ocean planning and 
acts as a consultant.  He organized 
a fact-finding trip to England in 
March for Ocean Conservancy 
to learn how fishermen there are 
dealing with offshore wind farm 
construction (see CFN May 2013).  
He lives in Kennebunk, ME.
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fast-flow pumps at the association’s fuel 
co-op dock and then purchase fuel from 
the co-op for its service vessels.

Mitigation measures offered by UK 
energy companies have included direct 
compensation to fishermen for earnings 
lost during construction.  Developers 
also may agree to hire local fishing 
vessels to assist with surveys and 
monitor construction areas.

Energy companies can create funds 
to compensate fishermen for lost or 

damaged gear, pay for vessel upgrades 
or retraining, and more.  They also 
establish “community benefits funds” 
that local communities can tap to fund 
school, renewable energy, and other 
projects.

Cohen, too, stressed that the goal 
in negotiating a mitigation agreement 
should not be a big cash payout, but 
something more long-term.

“My interest is not to have people 
move out of fishing.  It’s the only major 
employer in my region, and there are 
strong cultural ties to fishing,” he 
said.  “Compensation isn’t the point.  
Fishermen don’t go fishing to make 
a certain amount of money.  They go 
fishing to try to make a living.”

Honesty, unity
Fishermen and industry reps in 

England had two other pieces of advice 
for fishermen here in the Northeast – 
participate fully and honestly in efforts 
to identify traditional fishing grounds, 
and get organized.

“Only a few fishermen participated 
in a brief mapping survey conducted 
for the London Array,” said Thanet 
Fishermen’s Association treasurer 
Merlin Jackson.  “The conclusion was 
there were no fish there and no fishing 
action.  That wasn’t right.”

Unity is important, too.
“Be one.  Speak as one,” said 

Be one.  Speak as one.  
If you’re fragmented, 
they’ll pick you apart 
one by one, chew you 
up, and spit you out.  

—John Lowe

Develop a strong 
awareness of how 
the planning process 
works.  At the earliest 
point at which 
fishermen can be 
involved, give input 
regarding the areas 
concerned.  

—Merlin Jackson

Ramsgate fisherman John Lowe.  “If 
you’re fragmented, they’ll pick you 
apart one by one, chew you up, and spit 
you out.”

Jackson offered this final message to 
Northeast fishermen.

“Being well organized in as large 
a group as possible with sensible, 
pro-active leadership is an important 
starting point,” he said.  “And develop a 
strong awareness of how the planning 
process works.  At the earliest point at 
which fishermen can be involved, give 
input regarding the areas concerned.  It 
is important that your fishermen realize 
what a very real thing this is and do not 
wait for the first ship to turn up before 
becoming active.” 

Lorelei Stevens

John Williamson photo

From 
left, Thanet 
Fishermen’s 
Association 
treasurer 
Merlin Jackson 
and Rick 
Bellavance, a 
Rhode Island 
charter boat 
captain and 
fisheries 
liaison for a 
wind farm 
proposed in 
state waters.
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“Decisions are made by those who show up.”
Benjamin Franklin

It used to be that when fishermen went to sea they had 
free range.  But the ocean is becoming  a busy place 
with vessel traffic, mineral extraction, and offshore 
renewable energy increasingly part of the seascape.
 
Healthy fisheries in a healthy ocean environment – 
fishing communities have much at stake.  Your input 
is vital to smart planning for the future.  

The Northeast Regional Ocean Planning Meetings are an open 
invitation for fishermen and the public to shape the goals for marine 
resource planners.  The administration’s National Ocean Policy calls 
for comprehensive planning that recognizes existing uses, such as 
fishing and shipping, as well as providing guidance for locating new 
industries such as offshore wind power.   

See schedule on page 31 in this issue of CFN.
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Wind farms:  Ecosystem effects differ
depending on species, seafloor features
As the siting of ocean wind 

energy projects continues 
along the East Coast, many 

fishermen are left wondering how wind 
energy development will affect fishing 
resources.  

What is involved in testing an 
area for a wind farm and installing 
the turbine array?  How will the 
underwater drilling, jet plowing, cable 
laying, and turbine installation affect 
fish, lobsters, and shellfish in an area?  

How will the resource 
respond once installation 

is complete?  What will be the overall 
harm and benefit of a wind farm – or 
many of them – to target species?

Scientists and fishermen know the 

answers to some of these questions 
already.  Yet some effects of wind farms 
are poorly understood.  On a recent trip 
to England, fishermen there provided 
anecdotal evidence of what they have 
seen to date (see CFN May 2013 for trip 
background).  Their experiences provide 
US fishermen insight on what they 
can expect should a wind farm be sited 
where they fish.  

Developers interested in constructing 
an ocean-based wind farm have to 

characterize the site before installation 
can begin.  Site characterization 
involves conducting many surveys and 
tests.  

Drilling into the seafloor and 
removing cores of sediment help 
developers determine the type of bottom 
and depth of material in a given area.  
Surveys of the area are conducted 
by towing instruments from vessels 
across the proposed area and by using 
remotely operated vehicles to roam the 
ocean floor and take pictures.  Weather 
buoys and other meteorological towers 
also are installed.

Once a site is characterized and 
chosen for construction, installation will 
begin.  Cables will be laid on top of or 
buried under the seafloor.  Burial often 
requires jet plowing horizontally below 
the seafloor.  If necessary, rocks or other 
heavy structures may be piled on top of 
the cables, known as “mattressing,” to 
ensure they don’t move.  

Wind turbines either will be drilled 
into the seafloor at great depths or they 
will sit on top of the seafloor.  To reduce 
scour, the piles will be jacketed or have 
rocks piled at their base.  The spinning 
blade will be affixed to the turbine after 
the base is installed.

During site characterization and 
construction, fishermen can expect an 
increase in underwater noise, vibration, 
and disturbance of the ocean floor.  They 
also can expect an increase in vessel 
traffic and possible closure of certain 
areas.  Testing can occur over the course 
of years or in spurts of condensed 
activity.  We expect mariners notices 
will be issued alerting fishermen to any 
activity that would affect their safety or 
operations. 

Marine life response
What species a fisherman targets 

matters a great deal in determining the 
extent to which a wind farm may affect 
his operations.  The take-home message 
we heard from fishermen in England 
is that the more mobile the species, 
the less vulnerable it is to testing, 
installation, and operation of a wind 
farm, and the less mobile the species or 
resource is, the more vulnerable it is.  

Some effects are temporary, while 
others are long lasting.  Some are 
localized to a single turbine, while 
others reach far outside the wind 
array’s borders.

If you target mobile fish, any activity 
that creates underwater noise or 
vibrations will have the greatest impact.  
Fishermen can guess that mobile finfish 
will scatter during the most intrusive 
testing or installation activities, such 
as drilling or jet plowing.  Testing and 
installation activities have similar 
impacts on mobile crustaceans like 
lobsters.  They, too, will scatter during 
disruptive activities.  

Once the wind farm is installed, 
however, some kinds of finfish are 
attracted to the structure.  This 
phenomenon is not surprising because 
it is well known that fish often 
are attracted to fixed underwater 
structures.  

GUEST COLUMNGUEST COLUMNGUEST COLUMN

by Michele Hallowell



COMMERCIAL FISHERIES NEWS  •  JUNE 2013  •  29

We are a full-service independent insurance 
agency providing personal, commercial, 
business & marine insurance.

 VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS

Competitive programs for Lobster Boats, Draggers, 
Scallopers, Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more.

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - DEDICATED TO SERVICE

 C
O

M
P

E
TI

TI
VE

 R
AT

E
S

 A
N

D  BROAD COVERAGE  COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE  COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE  COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD C
O

V
E

R
A

G
E

 
 C

O
M

P
E

TITIV
E

 R
A

TE
S

 A
N

D
 B

R
O

A
D

 C
O

V
E

R
A

G
E

 
 C

O
M

P
E

TITIV
E

 R
A

TE
S

 A
N

D
 B

R
O

A
D

 C
O

V
E

R
A

G
E

 
 C

O
M

P
E

TITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE  COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE  COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE  COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE  COMPETITIVE RATES A
N

D
 B

R
O

A
D

 C
O

V
E

R
A

G
E

 
 C

O
M

P
E

TI
TI

V
E

 R
A

TE
S

 A
N

D
 B

R
O

A
D

 C
O

V
E

R
A

G
E

 
 C

O
M

P
E

T
IT

IV
E

 R
A

T
E

S
 

366 U.S. Route 1 - Falmouth, ME 04105

77 North Water Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com

Fishermen in England noted that “cod, 
plaice, groundfish,” and certain pelagic 
species tended to hide out among the 
turbines.  

They also observed an abundance of 
skates in the arrays.  One fisherman 
theorized that skates congregated in the 
array because the cables give off heat.  Yet 
he also observed a reluctance by skates 
to cross the cables, possibly due to the 
electromagnetic field created by current 
running through the cable.

Crustaceans like lobsters and crabs, 
along with certain mollusks, also are 
attracted to the base of the turbines, 
especially if rock piles are used as scour 
protection.  Mussels especially like to 
attach to the base and thrive in wind 
farms, a fact noted by fishermen and 
scientists alike.

Unwelcome predators
Although the artificial reef effect of a 

wind farm may be strong, not all species 
are welcome.  Known predators, such as 
starfish, also are attracted to the arrays.  
Starfish prey on oysters and scallops.  

For any seafloor dwelling species, such 
as scallops and oysters, the introduction 
of starfish to an area can devastate the resource.  The 
financial hit to currently lucrative scallop and oyster 
beds can be extraordinary.  

Another issue for mollusks and crustaceans arises 
if the wind farm is built in an area with sandy or 
muddy bottom.  If the area experiences strong ocean 
currents or tides, sedimentation can suffocate species.  

One lobsterman in England explained that years 
after installation, the turbines cause major scour in 
sandy and muddy bottoms, which causes the water 

to be heavy with sediment.  The sediment gets in the 
crevices of rock structures, suffocating the lobsters 
that are there.  

Sedimentation can be so bad that it affects fish 
even outside the array.  We heard reports that 
lobsters caught in traps set in areas near arrays off of 
England’s south coast often are dead by the time the 
traps are hauled. 

Oyster and scallop beds are particularly vulnerable.  
Drilling, jet plowing, or pile driving in these areas 

will crush portions of the resource.  Although 
some species can respond to perceived danger 
by moving away from it, federal agencies 
have acknowledged that localized crushing 
may occur.  

Furthermore, oyster and scallop beds 
themselves are not able to move.  Stirred up 
sediment caused by testing and installation 
activities and ongoing sedimentation can 
blanket the beds, killing the resource.  We 
heard reports in England that dredging in 
once-productive areas in and near wind farms 
brought up only dead fish and shellfish.  

Scientists and fishermen do not know 
the long-term effects of wind farms on the 
benthic and marine environment.  They don’t 
know how large swaths of the ocean covered 
in structures will affect spat settlement 
patterns, migratory patterns, feeding habits, 
or predation.  

Federal agencies currently are working 
with limited scientific information and are 
basing decisions on the belief that any effects 
caused by wind turbines are either temporary 
or minimal.  

For fishermen, however, these unknowns 
are a reminder that the ocean wind energy 
industry is fairly new.  Any attempt to base 
decisions on the limited data may have 

unforeseen – and possibly negative – consequences.
Michele Hallowell

Michele Hallowell is an associate in the 
Washington, DC office of Kelley, Drye and Warren, LLP 
and former in-house counsel to the Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association.  She was a member of a fact-finding 
team that traveled to England in March to learn how 
fishermen there are dealing with extensive offshore 
wind farm construction.

John Williamson photo

Turbines that are part of the Thanet 
Offshore Wind Farm off the coast of 
England.  Given that ocean wind energy 
is a new industry, the long-term effects 
of wind farms on the benthic and marine 
environment are not known. 
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and discounts at businesses

�� Guided lobstermen 
through economic crisis

�� Fought for a steady bait 
supply

�� Pushed for common   
sense whale rules

�� Expanded working    
waterfront funding

�� Improved newsletter 
and distribution

www.mainelobstermen.org
21 Western Ave #1 * Kennebunk * Maine * 04043

207.967.4555 * info@mainelobstermen.org
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     MLA works for You!            Accomplishments

New Bedford breaks ground for terminal 
to support offshore wind construction

NEW BEDFORD, MA – State 
and congressional dignitaries, 
led by Massachusetts Gov. 
Deval Patrick, participated in 
a ceremonial groundbreaking 
on May 6 for the New Bedford 
Marine Commerce Terminal, 
the first facility in the nation 
designed to support the 
construction, assembly, and 
deployment of offshore wind 
projects.

“Today, we’re celebrating 
the birth of the offshore wind 
industry in the US,” said 
Alicia Barton, CEO of the 
Massachusetts Clean Energy 
Center (MassCEC), the quasi-
public agency administering the 
project.  “With Massachusetts’ 
world-class research centers, 
skilled workforce, and access 
to capital, the Bay State makes 
an ideal hub for this emerging 
clean energy industry.”

The 28-acre facility is being built 
at the current site of the city’s South 
Terminal on New Bedford harbor just 
inside the port’s hurricane barrier.  
Quincy-based general contractor 
Cashman-Weeks NB began work on 
April 22 and is expected to finish in 
2014.  

According to MassCEC, the $100 
million project will involve the 
construction of a new coffer-dam style 
bulkhead capable of providing berthing 
space for large shipping vessels, 
including those delivering offshore wind 
components and the jack-up barges that 
will serve as construction vessels for 

offshore wind projects. 
“Investing in infrastructure 

will create jobs now and build a 
stronger commonwealth for the next 
generation,” said Patrick.  “This is how 
Massachusetts claims its place as a hub 
for a new American industry.”

In addition to Patrick and 
Barton, others participating in the 
groundbreaking included:  Lt. Gov. Tim 
Murray; US Sen. Mo Cowan (D-MA); 
New Bedford Mayor Jon Mitchell; state 
Sen. Mark Montigny; state Energy 
and Environmental Affairs Sec. Rick 
Sullivan; state Rep. Antonio Cabral; 
state Rep. Chris Markey; New Bedford 
City Council President Bruce Duarte 
Jr.; and city Councilors Henry Bousquet 
and Joseph Lopes.

They were joined by Greater New 
Bedford Vocational and Technical 
High School Senior Jamil Gimenez 
and by Swift Elementary School fifth-
grader Ian Medeiros, who presented 
the governor with a model of a wind 
turbine.  

The young men symbolically 
represented those who 
will benefit from the job 
opportunities the port 
expansion and offshore 
renewable energy 
industry are expected 
to create in the coming 
years. 

Ships up to 500'
The new facility 

will allow New Bedford 
harbor to receive and 
service ships up to 500' 
in length, increasing the 
city’s competitiveness 
as a medium-sized 
Northeast port.

It also will “put the 
port at the forefront 

Eric Haynes/Governor’s Office photo

State and congressional officials, led by Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick, participated in a ceremonial 
groundbreaking on May 6 for the New Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal.

of what is expected to become a 
robust renewable energy supply chain 
industry,” MassCEC said.

Among the major construction 
elements are:

●  Dredging 
and removing 
contaminated 
sediments in 
the harbor to 
create a 30'-
deep channel 
that can 
accommodate 
deepwater 
vessels;
●  Constructing 
a confined 
aquatic disposal 
(CAD) cell 
offshore for 
the disposal 
and safe 
containment 
of any 
contaminated 
soils;
●  Constructing 
a 1,000'-long 
extension to the 
existing South 

Terminal bulkhead to support large-
vessel berthing and heavy shoreside 
cranes capable of unloading cargo 
and “large- to super-sized” industrial 
components; and
●  Placing the clean sediment generated 
from the dredging operation behind the 
bulkhead to create additional acres of 
land that will be available for staging 
commercial-scale offshore wind projects.

The construction project already is 
impacting navigation in New Bedford 
harbor.  Port operators issued an 
advisory in January notifying mariners 
that fish barriers had been placed at 
the south end of South Terminal and 
at CAD Cell #3, which is located 1,000' 
north of Pope’s Island.  These “bubble 
curtains” are intended to keep fish out 
of the construction area while allowing 
vessels to safely pass over them.

 More information on the New 
Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal 
is available on the MassCEC website 
at <www.masscec.com> and on the 
Port of New Bedford website at <www.
portofnewbedford.org>.  /cfn/

Eric Haynes/Governor’s Office photo

MA Gov. Deval Patrick shakes hands with New Bedford 
fifth-grader Ian Medeiros, who presented the governor 
with a model of a wind turbine.
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Public meetings will be held in the following locations:

  Thursday May 23, 4:00 to 7:00 PM Portland, ME
       ** Tuesday May 28, 4:00 to 7:00 PM Narragansett, RI

  Monday June 3, 4:00 to 7:00 PM Ellsworth, ME
  

Tuesday June 4, 5:30 to 8:30 PM Rockland, ME  
       * Thursday June 6, 4:00 to 7:00 PM Boston, MA  

Thursday June 13, 4:00 to 7:00 PM New Haven, CT  
       * Monday June 17, 4:00 to 7:00 PM New Bedford, MA  

       * Tuesday June 18, 4:00 to 7:00 PM Gloucester, MA  

       * Wednesday June 19, 4:00 to 7:00 PM Barnstable, MA    

Tuesday June 25, 4:00 to 7:00 PM Portsmouth, NH

The draft goals were developed by the Northeast Regional Planning Body, a group of state, tribal and federal representatives from New England 
who are working to implement the National Ocean Policy and advance regional ocean planning over the next few years.  Proceedings from their 
first two meetings are available at:  http://northeastoceancouncil.org/regional-planning-body/meetings/

We want to hear from you! Please share your thoughts on recently developed information and draft goals for regional ocean planning in New England. 

Details for these meetings, including directions, agendas, and draft goals will be available at: http://goo.gl/m2OmH

These public meetings are occurring within the May 23 to June 28 public comment period for the draft goals. The Consensus Building Institute 
is helping to organize these meetings. For more information, please contact Dory Dinoto at ddinoto@cbuilding.org 

* These meetings are co-hosted by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs’ Office of Coastal Zone Management and will include an update on the 
review of and potential revisions to the Massachusetts Ocean Management Plan.
** This meeting is co-hosted by the University of Rhode Island and Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council and will include a discussion of the RI Ocean Special Area 
Management Plan.

Southern-based scallopers tie up in 
New Bedford come warmer weather.  
It’s as predictable as the summer rain.  
Locals call these visitors “rebel boats,” 
all in good fun.  

Some of the many vessels that 
have made an appearance this spring 
include:  Bald Eagle II, Gaston Bell, 
Lady Deborah, Sassy Sarah, Vickie 
II, Fortune Hunter, Fisherman’s 
Dream, Fisherman’s Dream B, 
Crystal Girl B, Miss Maude, Ian 
Nigel, Andy Two, Jean Marie, 
Crystal and Katie, and Suzee Q.  

The latter two, distinctive with their 
bright turquoise paint jobs, are Virginia 
based.  The Ian Nigel hails from Cape 
Canaveral, FL, and the others mostly 
are from Wanchese, NC or Cape May, 
NJ.  Some of the southerners opt to head 
into Newport, RI or Gloucester, MA.

The York Sustainable Fisheries 
Fund, created through the Maine 
Community Foundation (MCF) in 
2011, recently received an anonymous 
donation boosting the fund’s assets 
to $40,000, according to a report in 
Seacoastonline.com. 

While the fund is managed with 
assistance from the MCF, the York 
Lobstermen’s Association makes all 
decisions as to how the money is spent.  
The fund recently paid half the cost of a 
fishing vessel safety training program 
for 16 local fishermen, reducing 
participants out-of-pocket cost to $100 
each.  Scholarships and other training 
programs, such as one in engine 
maintenance, are among some of the 
ways the fund’s resources may be spent 
in the future.

More information on the Maine 
Community Foundation is available on 
its website at <www.mainecf.org>.

At the Fairhaven Shipyard 
Companies North Yard, boats with 
bulbous bows were prominent this 
spring.  Among those in for minor 
repairs and bottom work like zincs 
and paint were Jan Horecky’s 
Miss Lindsey and Charlie Quinn’s 
Challenge.  

The 62.9'x20' Challenge is an eastern 
rig rebuilt in Metaghen, Nova Scotia a 
number of years back with an enlarged 
aluminum wheelhouse and whaleback.  
The original boat was launched from 
the Edward T. Gamage Shipyard in 
East Boothbay, ME as the Allyson & 
Theresa in 1978.  

Later, a whole host of name and 
fishery changes ensued as the boat 
changed hands multiple times.  She 
was:  Deborah Ann, a dragger; Long 
Haul II, a slime eeler out of Portland, 
ME; Susie K, a slime eeler out of 
Gloucester; and, later, Rose Marie, a 
scalloper. 

Also in for wheel and bottom work 
at the shipyard was the little dragger 
Jenna Lynn II from Stonington, CT, 

shop talkshop talk

the scalloper Tony Two from Hampton, 
VA, and locally based Megan Marie.

A bit farther down the highway at 
Providence, RI’s SIMS Scrap Metal 
Management yard, the big Montauk, 
NY-based  Jason & Danielle was 
recently seen hauled out for general 
repairs.

New Hampshire lobstermen got 
together on April 27 for their 20th 
annual beach cleanup day.  More than 
75 fishermen, assisted by a dozen 

volunteers, combed beaches in Rye 
and Hampton to collect an estimated 
nearly 35 tons of washed-up traps and 
other fishing gear – more than three 
times the amount usually recovered.  
Participants attributed the big jump in 
derelict gear to last winter’s relentless 
heavy weather.

The cleanup was organized by 
the New Hampshire Commercial 
Fishermen’s Association, state 
Fish and Game Department, 
state Division of Ports and 
Harbors, Hampton Public Works 
Department, and University of 
New Hampshire Sea Grant, which 
obtained a grant from the Fishing for 
Energy Partnership to bring in heavy 
equipment and dumpsters.

Maine Marine Patrol Officer 
Mike Pinkham is this year’s recipient 
of the Northeast Conservation Law 
Enforcement Chiefs Award, which 
honors a law enforcement official for 
professional excellence.

According to Marine Patrol Sgt. 
Troy Dow, Pinkham, who is based in 
Gouldsboro, led the department this 
past year in bringing fisheries violators 
to justice.  Dow singled out Pinkham’s 
dedication to enforcing scallop closed 
areas and protecting the elver fishery 
and praised him for maintaining his 
“drive and self-motivation to apprehend 
intentional marine violators” over his 
34-year career.

The chiefs association is a 
See SHOP TALK, page 42
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Electrical systems:  Vent, ground, 
protect to prevent onboard fires
Faulty or compromised electrical 

systems are a primary source of 
engine room fires.  These fires 

are often exceedingly hot, allowing 
you little or no time to manually 
extinguish them.  So, let’s talk about 
some steps you can take to be sure your 
boat’s electrical systems are properly 
installed, used, and maintained.

Electricity is a must, but, for many 
of us, it’s a mystery, too.  A fisherman 
once said to me that the extent of his 
knowledge about electricity was simple 
– plug the unit in and turn the unit on.  

Since a lot of fishermen can relate 
to this, I’ll first offer two pieces of 
universally accepted wisdom:  First, 
hire only qualified personnel to 
carry out electrical installation and 
maintenance services; and, second, 
until proven otherwise, always treat an 
electrical circuit as though it is live.

That said, let’s move on to some basic 
things to keep in mind.

To the extent you can, locate 
electrical equipment so that it is both 
accessible and protected from dust, oil, 
fuel vapors, and any 
source of water or 
moisture.  

Make sure 
electrical equipment 
is designed, 
constructed, and 
installed to prevent 
accidental contact 
with energized parts.  
Installation should 
be secure enough to 
accommodate the roll, 
pitch, and vibration of 
your vessel underway. 

 All electrical 
equipment should bear the label of a 
nationally recognized testing laboratory, 
such as UL, to ensure that it is designed 

to be explosion proof, ignition protected, 
and fundamentally safe.  

Most importantly, electrical 
equipment that will be exposed to spray 
or moisture should be waterproof or 
watertight.  

Faults in the electrical system can 
lead not only to fire but also to the 
failure of vital onboard systems such as 
alarms and pumps and corrosion in the 
hull.  

When maintaining or modifying any 
electrical system on your boat, it’s vital 
to keep saltwater away from the bare 
metal of the circuitry, junction boxes, 
switches, and fittings.

The introduction of saltwater to 
unprotected metal causes rapid and 
serious corrosion, which can lead to a 

broken circuit that 
can arc and start a 
fire.  Corrosion in 
a circuit also can 
build up to the point 
where there is so 
much resistance that 
the circuit ceases to 
operate. 

So, remember, 
keep junction boxes, 
fittings, and switches 
away from windows 
or vents where water 
may enter.  And think 
about where you put 

your wet stuff.  I have gone into engine 
rooms and seen foul weather gear and 
gloves laid out on starter motors and 

electrical fittings to dry.  This is a bad 
habit.  Keep wet clothing and gear away 
from electrical connections.

Tight spaces
Be sure to remove all flammable 

liquids such as oil, paint, and solvents 
from vessel lockers, tanks, and 
compartments that house electrical 
equipment.  If lighting is essential in 
such spaces, it must be explosion-proof.  

Spaces or compartments that house 
internal-combustion engines must 
be adequately 
ventilated to 
prevent the 
buildup of 
fumes that can 
be ignited by 
defective electrical 
equipment.  

Metal 
enclosures 
for electrical 
equipment should 
be grounded.  
Portable electrical 
equipment should 
be double-insulated 
or have exposed 
metal parts grounded.  

All portable electrical equipment 
should be regularly inspected and 
protected from the elements. 

Power sources
Vessel construction standards 

require that every vessel have at least 
two sources of electric power for vital 
loads – a main source and a backup 
source.  The captain and designated 
crew must understand how to switch 
from main to backup power to support 
systems necessary for the safety of the 
vessel.  

These safety-related systems include 
bilge pumps, engine and machinery 
ventilation, lighting, steering, 
communications, alarms, hydraulics, 
auto-control equipment, navigation 
lights, and navigation equipment.  

For vessels larger than 39' and 
not relying on electrical power for 
propulsion and steering, the focus 
needs to be on having enough juice 
for emergency lighting and battery-
powered navigation and communication 
systems.  So, these boats need a battery 
backup power source, usually in the 
pilothouse.  

A battery backup power source 
should have its own charger and 
isolation switch so you can be sure the 
batteries are fully charged.  It must be 
capable of providing six hours of power 
to safety-related systems to allow for 
the operation or evacuation of the vessel 
if necessary.  

Emergency lighting, ranging from 
flashlights to an alternate power source 
such as 12V and/or 34V lights, is 
mandatory on all vessels and must be in 

I have seen foul weather 
gear and gloves laid out 
on starter motors and 
electrical fittings to dry.  
This is a bad habit.  Keep 
wet clothing and gear 
away from electrical 
connections.

SAFE BOAT  SMART BOATSAFE BOAT  SMART BOATSAFE BOAT  SMART BOATSAFE BOAT  SMART BOAT

by Fred Mattera

working order.  
Over the years, I have suggested 

investing $40-$50 to buy 110V battery-
backup lights that immediately 
illuminate when your 110V system 
shuts down.  Many vessels have 
installed these units in appropriate 
areas such as the pilothouse, galley 
hallway, engine room companionway, 
and by the generator crossover panel.  

Trust me.  It beats searching in the 
dark for a flashlight only to find out the 
batteries are dead.

 
Electrical panels

Electrical panels must be located 
in as dry a space as possible.  Make 
sure they are protected from dripping 
water through use of a drip shield or 

other means.  
All insulating 
material in 
and around the 
panel should 
be moisture 
resistant and fire 
retardant.  

There should 
be adequate 
space around 
panels to permit 
operation and 
maintenance.  
A panel should 
have no exposed 
live parts and 

panel wiring should be flame retardant.  
Be sure to place nonconducting deck 
materials, mats, or grating around 
panels.  

The metal case of the panel should 
be grounded, and it’s important to 
label all circuits to clearly identify the 
equipment that’s hooked up.  Be sure 
that all equipment is adequately sized 
for the expected loads.  

Each power source should be 
protected against overcurrent by a 
fuse, circuit breaker, or overcurrent 
relay.  The proper rating or setting of 
the protective devices for each circuit 
should be permanently marked.  

That’s enough for now.  We’ll follow 
up next time with a review of batteries, 
cables, miscellaneous equipment, and 
maintenance along with a few more 
safety tips.

Fred Mattera
NESTCo

A qualified Coast Guard-approved 
marine drill instructor, Fred Mattera 
of Point Judith, RI is the owner/
president of North East Safety Training 
Co. (NESTCo), which conducts fishing 
vessel drills and inspections and basic 
safety training workshops.  

A commercial fisherman for 40 years, 
Mattera is a member of the Commercial 
Fishing Safety Advisory Committee 
to the Coast Guard, and, since 1998, 
has been president of the Point Club, a 
fishing vessel mutual insurance group.  
He also has served on the board of 
directors for Sunderland Marine Mutual 
Insurance Co., the principal underwriter 
for the Point Club and more than 2,000 
US fishing vessels, since 1998.

Invest $40-$50 and 
buy 110V battery-
backup lights.  
Trust me.  It beats 
searching in the 
dark for a flashlight 
only to find out the 
batteries are dead.
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Have no fear Aquamesh® is here!  
And by here we mean readily available in our 
Northbridge, Massachusetts manufacturing 

facility.  If we don’t have exactly what you want in 
stock we can get it produced for you quickly 

without any long wait times. Contact us today so 
you can get in the water tomorrow. 

Dana’s Boat Shop:  Nice guys finish boats
You have to appreciate anyone who shows up 

for a photo shoot with a pile of traps on the 
stern.  Granted, the 20 stacked on the deck 

of Steve Peaslee’s new Vicious Circle were far from 
a deck load, but at least you knew it wasn’t one 
of those deals where the boat owner had stripped 
everything out for maximum speed.

As it was, Vicious Circle had nothing to be 
ashamed of.  Peaslee eased the boat away 
from the float where I was stationed with 

my camera, jogged out a short 
distance, swung 
back towards me, 

and dumped the throttle.  The 38'x12'8" hull – one 
of General Marine’s Northern Bay 36s with a 2' 
extension – climbed out quickly, surprisingly so.

I turned to boat builder Dana Faulkingham, who 
was grinning.  He grins a lot.  That’s why I like him. 

Dana and his son Jason operate Dana’s Boat 
Shop on Westport Island, located on the hill above 
the dock where we were standing. 

“You done good,” I said.
“Thanks,” said Dana.  “She came out all right, I 

think.”
Uh-huh.

With a modest 330hp 6068AFFM85 John 
Deere from Minott’s Diesel snuggled down 

Brian Robbins photos

Above, left to right, the shop crew:  Paul Swidrak, 
Dana and Jason Faulkingham.  Below, sternman 
James Murray, Dana, and boat owner Steve Peaslee.

MaineMaine
lineline with Brian Robbins

into her bilges, Peaslee’s 38-footer tops out at a good 
21 knots with an easy 18-knot cruise at 2100 rpm.  A 
2:1 ZF 280A spins a 26"x24" 4-blade prop.

Peaslee’s original plan was simply to repower his 
old boat, but he said he “got thinking about things 
and decided that if I was going to build a new boat, 
now was the time.  Everything was rising price-wise 
… except lobsters.”

Peaslee happens to be Dana Faulkingham’s son-
in-law, but beyond that, he simply likes Dana’s work 
and the way he does business. 

“He’s one of the greatest guys I know,” he said.  ■
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INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH SUMMIT
Presentations of case studies by fishermen and scientists from abroad:

Collaborative Lobster Research, Assessment, and Management
Nova Scotia

Short-lived Species Science and Management - Squid
Falkland Islands

Industry-based Data Collection
Norwegian Reference Fleet

October 1st and 2nd, 2013
The Village Inn and Conference Center - Narragansett, RI

Open invitation to all
To register for this event, please visit 

www.cfrfoundation.org/summit or call (401)515-4892

Sponsored in partnership by:
Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation

The Nature Conservancy
NOAA-NEFSC

Spat growout:  There’s more to the
‘ME scalloper loses gonads’ story 

SOUTHWEST HARBOR, ME – For 
Maine sea scallop diver Andy Mays, 
Nov. 26, 2012 was a typical day.  Pull 
the scallop gonads out of cold storage, 
drop them off with a scientist at a local 
gas station, and then go diving for more 
scallops.  Pretty normal – until he put 
the scallop guts into the wrong car.

Fortunately, Mays was lucky.  Before 
things started to thaw and get really 
interesting, and thanks to the magic of 
Facebook, the scallop guts were found.  

Within 48 hours, two buckets labeled 
“formaldehyde” were discovered in 
the back seat of a University of Maine 
professor’s car that happened to look 
exactly like the four-door blue Chevy of 
the correct scientist.   

The Maine news media picked up on 
the crisis and the “Southwest Harbor 
Man Seeking Scallop Guts” story was 
reprinted in papers as far away as 
Boston, Kansas City, and Seattle.  

Even Stephen Colbert of Comedy 
Central’s “The Colbert Report” sent 
out a crew to spend what must have 
been an interesting few hours on Mays’ 
lobster boat and interview a number of 
the people involved in the story.  The 
resulting hilarious spoof of the incident 
is worth watching online at <www.
colbertnation.com/articles/scallops>.

But back to the real question:  “Why 
was Mays collecting scallop guts in the 
first place?”

It’s illegal to land or possess 
scallop guts in any state, including 
Maine, because they can contain 
paralytic shellfish poison (PSP) toxins.  
Since this stuff can make you deathly 
ill, it is closely monitored by regulatory 
agencies around the world and is a 
critical reason why US seafood lovers 
do not dine on scallop gonads, which 
are favored in Europe and elsewhere 
by gourmets and gourmands alike 

as roe-on scallops.
PSP’s kick comes from saxitoxin, 

which is 10,000 times more deadly than 
cyanide.  Fortunately, not all scallop guts 
contain deadly levels of saxitoxin and 
not all saxitoxins are lethal.  So, there 
are special rules, permits, and “letters of 
authorization” that allow for the careful 
handling of scallop guts, particularly in 
the name of scientific research. 

Mays harvests large, super-fresh 
sea scallops and sells them as “Maine 
Diver Scallops.”  These are incredibly 
delicious, mostly because they get to 
the restaurants beautifully fresh and 

unadulterated in any way and chefs and 
diners are happy to pay a premium for 
them. 

Divers also get a premium because 
some believe their harvest method, 
which doesn’t disturb the seafloor, is 
more sustainable.  This is debated by 
draggers, who point out that divers 
select the larger scallops that collect in 
rock piles draggers can’t access.  

Dotted along Maine’s craggy coast, 
these rock piles hosted large broodstock 
scallops and served as spawning 
sanctuaries long before divers entered 
the scene.  Then came the urchin 
boom of the 1990s, when hundreds of 
optimistic entrepreneurs donned dive 
suits to seek their fortunes in what 
became known as Maine’s urchin gold 
rush.  

This dramatically increased the 
number of commercial diver fishermen 
in the state and many of them targeted 
scallops as well, particularly after the 
urchin boom – predictably – went bust.  

While the debate over dive vs. drag 
rages on, dive-caught scallops continue 
to receive the premium, and if you 
haven’t had a Maine diver scallop, see 
if you can find one somewhere.  They’re 
featured only on the toniest menus, 
and while some say frozen is as good 
as fresh, the fresh season is only from 
December until approximately March 
when the quota is harvested.  

Spat collection
Of course, Mays can’t get enough 

of them, so he’s working on a couple 
of ideas on how to boost scallop 
production.

Years ago, Mays and other Maine 
scallopers landed well over $10 million 
worth of scallops in a good year.  More 
recently, catches have fallen to a tenth 
of that.  Other fisheries – lobster being 
the big dog in the pack – are doing well, 
but, overall, stocks of most wild fish 
have declined.

Mays sees what’s going on down on 
the bottom every day.  In addition to 
being lucky and tough enough to dive 
in 40°F water for scallops as weather 
allows during the December through 

March Maine scallop season, 
he’s a budding aquaculturist 
and one persistent guy. 

(And, as an aside, he’s got 
heart, too.  Mays named his 
35' lobster boat “Lost Airmen” 
in honor of an uncle and 
others lost when their World 
War II B-17 plane went down 
in the North Sea.)

Through his volunteer work 
on the Maine Department 
of Marine Resources (DMR) 
Scallop Advisory Council, 
Mays, along with a few dozen 
other fishermen, are in the 
process of figuring out a way 
to help grow and put back 
more scallops than they take.  

Working within special 
permits, they set out “spat 
bags.”  When scallops spawn, 
the baby scallops (spat) 
go through a microscopic 
developmental stage where 

they swim around looking for a place to 
attach. 

 If you put your bags in the right 
place at the right time, you can catch 
millions of these tiny scallops.  There, 
they avoid predators and grow shells 
so they can be collected, handled, and 
planted later on.  

Working with University of Maine 
(UME) Darling Marine Center 
graduate student Skylar Bayer, Mays 
was collecting scallop gonads to try to 
identify the exact moment when the 
scallops spawn so he could place his 
spat bags down at the optimal time to 
collect the greatest number of babies.  

Bayer pointed out that identifying 
the right moment is just one piece of 
the puzzle of figuring out how to boost 
scallop reproduction in Maine’s unique 
waters.  

She added that her work is 
sponsored by the industry-funded 
scallop research set-aside program, 
which is administered by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, and 
conducted in collaboration with Bob 
Maxwell, a commercial harvester from 
New Jersey, and UME scientists Rick 
Wahle and Pete Jumars.  You can read 
more about the project on her blog at 
<http://strictlyfishwrap.com/2012/11/30/
why-my-nads-are-so-important>.

Dana Morse, a Maine Sea Grant 
marine extension associate also based 
at the Darling Marine Center, called 
Mays “one of a great bunch of guys we 
work with doing good collaborative 
research.  He’s in the process of 
adapting what others have learned, 
applying it in his own way, and sharing 

Dana Morse photos

Maine scallop diver 
Andy Mays shows some 
of the wild-caught scallop 
spat he has collected.  
Mays delivers the spat to 
researchers for growout.
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the results with others.”
Mays delivers his fully loaded spat 

bags to the researchers for growout. 
“Then we replant the baby scallops 

where we think they’ll do best, all the 
while monitoring things like survival 
rate,” Morse said.   

But, in truth, Mays said, “We don’t 
really know how things end up when 
they hit the bottom.”  

It’s not only people who find scallops 
to be delicious.  Starfish and crabs and 
who knows what else, including the 
burgeoning population of lobsters, like 
to dine on baby scallops. 

“There’s still much fine-scale work 
to be done to both figure out how to 
increase survival rate in the wild and to 
ultimately convince fishermen this will 
really work,” Morse said.

Japan’s experience
Morse, Mays, and other shellfish 

fishermen interested in aquaculture 
have studied Japan’s Aomori Prefecture 
to learn about scallop aquaculture. 

While Maine’s wild scallop harvest 
and associated revenue have fallen 
significantly in recent years, Japan has 
increasingly profited by intense scallop 
aquaculture over the past few decades. 

The Sea of Japan’s rich currents and 
nutrients long ago inspired scientists 
and fishermen to learn to boost the 
productivity of their native scallops 
by collecting spat, growing it out in 
hatcheries, and then putting it back in 
specialty nets to let the young scallops 
grow large enough for harvest.  

China and recent upstart Chile now 
beat Japan, using spat collection and 
growout-style aquaculture to boost 
scallop production to levels unheard 
of in nature, so much so that imported 
supplies of farmed scallops are known to 

seafood lovers around 
the world.  

Japan’s 2011 
tragic tsunami may 
indirectly benefit 
Maine scallopers this 
year.  Shortfalls in 
supply have driven 
world prices higher, 
so Maine scallopers 
may get up to a dollar 
a pound more for their 
product than they have 
in recent years.

Mays reported that, 
by April, his scallop 
spat collectors will 
contain 2,000–3,000 
larval scallops.  In a 
good year, he puts out 
100 bags.  Morse added 
that this is a great 
addition to Sea Grant’s 
scallop hatchery and 
collaborative research 
efforts.  

All told, fishermen 
up and down the coast 
of Maine following 
these methods could 
end up putting millions 
of scallops every year 
back into the ocean to 
grow, spawn, and to 
eventually be collected 

by fishermen.   
At the local wholesale price of $10 

per pound, with an average count of 
10–20 per pound, each scallop generates 
between 50 cents to $1 in revenue to 
a scalloper.  Not bad.  Diver scallops 
generate a nice premium on top of 
that, $1.60 or more, according to Togue 
Brawn of Maine Day Boat Scallops Inc.

From a purely mathematical 
standpoint, a couple dozen hours 
invested by each fisherman could yield 
a $100,000 in return on investment. 

But to actually get there, Morse said, 
“We still have a long way to go.” 

Morse is working to find a way to 
consider spat collection “fishing” rather 
than “aquaculture” to make permitting 
simpler and faster.  

Given some additional luck and 
teamwork from folks like Mays and 
Morse, and a good deal of time, maybe 
instead of seeing Chinese or Chilean 
imported frozen scallops at the fish 
counter, consumers soon will be seeing 
more and better scallops from Maine.  

Geoffrey Day

Geoffrey Day is a writer, blogger, 
ecological activist, and, for over five 
years was the recipient of a series of 
federal grants to study the biotoxicity of 
scallop roe and viscera.  

During that time, he successfully ran 
a market test on Cape Cod proving that 
roe-on scallops, when harvested legally, 
are a sought-after and delicious way to 
consume scallops.  

He can be reached through his blog 
at <www.Day-Boat-Scallops.com>, 
where a version of this article was first 
published.  In the coming months, CFN 
will run part two of this story, which 
will focus on the potential for building a 
market for roe-on Maine scallops.

Rick Wahle photo

Skylar Bayer with spat collectors that were put out last 
fall to collect scallop spat.
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SOLD
SOLD

DAVID ETNIER
BOAT BROKERAGE

“I recently listed and sold my boat through David Etnier Boat Brokerage.Working 
with Dave was enjoyable as he went above and beyond to compliment my needs. My 
boat was sold in a very timely manner and the experience was smooth and efficient.  

I highly recommend David Etnier as your boat brokerage!”
   -Robert Graves Jr., South Harpswell, Maine

Specializing in quality, well-maintained recreational and commercial vessels. Please 
contact David directly at 207-522-7572 or david@etnierboats.com to discuss your 

boat buying or selling needs. Visit our website at: www.etnierboats.com

2004 HOLLAND 38 FISHING VESSEL 
An exceptionally well-built and well cared for, 
one-owner effi  cient fi shing machine.  You will not 
fi nd a better one.  CAT 3196E with 1400 hours.  
Fully equipped in all ways.  Perfect for tuna, lobster, 
sportfi shing, charter fi shing, cruising, enforcement, 
research or any number of other activities that 
require a serious, seaworthy and proven boat. 
Please visit our website for full details. $195,000.

Slow lobster spring continues; turmoil in Canada
May continued the spring 

pattern of slow warming and 
blustery wind that kept water 

temperatures and lobster landings low 
through much of the Northeast coast, 
though there were some pockets of 
increased catches.  

Boat prices continued to slip early 
in the month, with some dealers saying 
it was anticipation of increased supply 
from Canada as more Lobster Fishing 
Areas (LFAs) opened in May.  While 
buyers expected some additional 
business around Mother’s Day on 
May 12, the lobster season was just 
getting started in early May and supply 
seemed adequate for demand.  Maine 
dealers reported increasing numbers 
of fishermen setting gear, and wary 
anticipation was reported of the season 
ahead.  

The routine of it all contrasted 
sharply to the atmosphere in Atlantic 
Canada, where as many as 2,000 boats 
from Prince Edward Island (PEI), 
New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia tied 
up to protest low shore prices and 
show solidarity.  In the end, as most 
lobstermen were resuming fishing 
at midmonth, shore prices were 
unchanged.  But the protest had gotten 
the attention of provincial and federal 
officials who promised further scrutiny 
of how prices are determined and ways 
to create greater efficiencies in the 
fishery that would reduce costs. 

Tie-ups by PEI fishermen started 
May 7 when they refused the season’s 
opening prices of C$2.75 to $3.25/lb 
for canners and C$3.25 to $3.50/lb 
for market size product.  A day later 
PEI fishermen blockaded a lobster 
processing plant and turned away two 
trucks filled with lobster.  The head 
of one of the fishermen’s associations 
reportedly said he hoped the tie-ups 
would spread to New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, and by May 9, Nova 
Scotia lobstermen had joined the strike.  
Participation came to include some 

thousand Nova Scotia 
fishing boats from the 

Northumberland Strait, the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence coast and the Eastern Shore.

Markets
Mother’s Day can be a big holiday for 

lobster sales, more so from supermarket 
and fish market trade than restaurants.  
Promotion for those retail stores takes 
as much as 20-day advance planning.  
This year dealers cited inadequate 
supply and high prices in the late April 
period when orders would normally be 
placed so there were fewer supermarket 
specials. 

In the week leading to Mother’s 
Day, when LMR calls were being made, 
however, there was some turnaround as 
dealers sounded satisfied with business.

All major Quebec supermarket 
chains had Mother’s Day lobster 
promotions, according to a 
knowledgeable industry voice. 

Asian buyers were busy, an exporter 
said, adding that European buyers 
had been relatively quiet.  Another 
exporter said his company receives 4 or 
5 inquiries from China a week.  

A buyer in Canada said that 
although his European and Asian 
customers continued to buy, they were 
tired of buying product one day and 
seeing the value diminish the following 
day and the one after that.  He said, 
“We need to find bottom soon to re-
establish a legitimate marketplace.”  

As of May 9, referring to the $5/lb 
being sought by striking EI fishermen, 
the buyer said, “There is an incredible 
disconnect.  In a bad worldwide 
economy, customers expect lean pricing.  
Fishers, on the other hand have 
expectations that we pay 

$5/lb minimum.  All their expenses are 
rising, why would not lobster prices rise 
accordingly?”  

He answered the question of price by 
saying “Lobster is a discretionary item, 
(whereas) a gallon of gas is pretty much 
mandatory.”

Processors
A Nova Scotia processor reported 

that lobster prices in New Brunswick 
and PEI were C$3/lb for canners and 
C$3.50/lb for market size, which made a 
huge gap between Nova Scotia’s higher 
prices.  He said, “Processing at these 
(Nova Scotia) prices does not work due 
to low finished product prices.”  

He explained, “Yields are lower 
compared to other years as well, making 
things even more difficult.”  Asked why 
the yields were lower than usual when 
processing fully meated May lobster, the 
processor admitted, “Typically they are 
(fully meated),” but said a lot depends 
on water temperatures and molt cycles.  
He stated, “For some reason the yield 
is lower,” but added that he expected 
yields to improve.  

He also noted that processors were 
trying to move whatever they could 
into the live trade.  He added that the 
European market was very weak, with 
no orders and that the US market was 
prepared to buy, but only at the right 
price.

A Maine processor reported that 
processors on PEI and New Brunswick 
had started to process product where 
prices were 60 cents lower than at 
Nova Scotia, where prices were more in 
line with Maine ones.  He said Maine 
processing had been very limited 
because prices were too high. 

He went on to say that the processor 
market was not strong.  There were 
still supplies of meat and tails from last 
season.  In other words, processors were 
still holding inventory.  As a result, 
prices hadn’t moved very much and 
were still, relatively, on the low side.

Prices
Commercial Fisheries News 

appreciates the cooperation from within 
the lobster industry that makes this 
price report possible.  The following 
prices were paid to fishermen as of May 
7-10.  Prices listed do not include bonus 
or dividend, except inadvertently when 
quoting co-op and private dealer prices.

Canada
The Eastern shore, southwest Nova, 

and Atlantic side Cape Breton price 
was C$4.50/lb, and the Gulf side Nova 
price was $3.75/lb for canner size and 
$4/lb for market size.  A southwest 
Nova Scotia fisherman said if his 
fellow fishermen hauled every day, 
they caught 200 to 250 lbs.  Some areas 
where fishermen can double set, they 
caught 400 to 450 lbs  In one small area 
of LFA 34 fishermen caught from 400 
to 500 lbs and in another small section 
they caught from 500 to 600 lbs.  But, 

the fisherman stated that there were 
only 75 to 100 fishermen out of 1,000 
who fish these small areas. 

Buyers called quality excellent 
along the Atlantic side:  hardshell, fully 
meated, high protein spring production, 
but noted that quality was a bit spotty 
in the Gulf region, with some hard shell 
product, some medium shell, and a few 
softs.

Maine
Downeast co-op fishermen in Cutler 

earned $4.05/lb straight with an 
anticipated year-end bonus of 
$.60/lb.  The price dropped $2 in less 
than two weeks ($1.50 the first drop and 
$.50 three days later) and then raised 
an astonishing 5 cents.  A fisherman 
reported traps being set when the 
weather was fit.  Those who had set and 
were hauling caught between 1/2 and 
3/4 lb/pot on long sets of 7 to 10 nights 
or more.  He called overall quality 
excellent, but noted reports averaging 
10 to 20 lbs of shedders per boat, 
depending on the depth being fished.

Jonesport dealers paid $4/lb for light 
catches, as fishermen were just setting 
gear.  A dealer reported seeing a lot of 
small product.  He called his demand 
light and said he had a handful of 
Mother’s Day orders.

MDI dealers paid $4.60/lb for hard 
shells and $3.55/lb for new shells.  
Trucks on town docks paid $4.90/lb for 
hard shells.  A dealer reported more 
gear going in every day.  He said his 
fishermen had 12 boats fishing, up 
from four, 4 weeks before.  Catches had 
dropped off to an average of 150 lbs on 
a 3-night set.  The dealer called quality 
great, despite his having gone to a new 
shell price as of May 7.  Those new 
shells, though only made up 1% or 2% of 
the catch.  He noted island restaurants 
opening daily, but worried that bait 
availability might become an issue in 
the coming weeks.

The Stonington co-op paid $4/lb for 
a straight run.  Private dealers who 
pay a bonus up front paid $5.20/lb for 
hard shells and $4.70/lb for the regular 
run.  A fisherman caught 1 lb/pot at 
best on 5- to 7-night sets.  He called 
quality good and said he trapped 5 or 6 
shedders a day.

The Vinalhaven co-op paid 
$4.20/lb straight.  A member caught 
1 lb/pot on 4- to 5-night sets, mostly 
hard shell product.

Most Midcoast buyers paid 
$4.80/lb for old shells (on a 60-cent 
bonus), $5.80/lb for selects, and 
$3.45/lb for new shells.  A couple of 
dealers paid slightly higher prices.  
Catch levels dropped by about 40% 
during the reporting week, with some 
saying this signified that lobsters 
were heading into the rocks to molt.  
Fishermen just setting gear trapped 
from 1 to 3 crates; those with more 
traps in the water, landed 3 to 4 crates.

The Pemaquid co-op paid $4.50/lb 
for hard shells and $3/lb for shedders.  

LOBSTER MARKET REPORTLOBSTER MARKET REPORTLOBSTER MARKET REPORT

by Sandra Dinsmore
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YB 40 (40’x13’6”)

CB 44 (44’ x 17’)CB 34 (34’ x 13’)
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YOUNG BROTHERS 
30 - 33 - 35 - 38 - 40 - 42 - 45 - 46

LIBBY 34 & LIBBY 38

Ernest Libby Jr.’s own designs!
Efficient, easy-sailing hulls.

 
www.swboatworks.com

Contact Captain Stewart Workman at:  
swboatworks@gmail.comLamoine, Maine   (207)-667-7427

YOUR SOURCE FOR...
CLASSIC & NEW BEALS ISLAND DESIGNS

 

SW Boatworks™

SW Boatworks™

Proven designs by Ernest Libby Jr.  
35 & 40 tops available - replace your old top!

CALVIN BEAL 30 – 34 – 36 – 38 – 44 – 46

Stable – Seakindly – Spacious Cockpit  -  Fast

466

FALL SPOTS

FOR HULLS & TOPS

ARE GOING FAST!

PLAN AHEAD – CALL

TO RESERVE!

’6”)
ASSISTANCE WITHLIKE-EXCHANGEAVAILABLE!

 

Members caught from 60 to 100 lbs.  
The inshore catch was 65% hard shell 
and 35% shedders; out deep the catch 
was 35% hard shell and 65% shedders.

The South Bristol co-op paid 
$4.50/lb for hard shells and $3/lb for 
shedders.  Fishermen landed a couple of 
crates on sets of 4 to 5 nights.  Quality 
was OK, though catches were about 
15% culls.  The co-op ran a Mother’s 
Day special, cooking lobsters for free.

Casco Bay fishermen earned $5/lb 
for hard shells and $3.50/lb for shedders 
on catches of 3/4 lb/pot on a week’s set 
both inside and outside.  The difference, 
a fisherman said was that the catch 
was all hard shell inside and half hard 
and half soft outside.  Four days of the 
reporting week had been foggy, which 
cut fishing down to nothing much.  Last 
month’s run of new shells had dried up, 
and dealers were busy with Mother’s 
Day orders.

New Hampshire
Maine-New Hampshire border 

dealers paid $5/lb for hard shell and 
$4/lb for new shells and culls.  New 
shells made up 25% of the catch and 
had done so with no change in the 
percentage of new shell to hard shell 
in the last few weeks.  A dealer said he 
hoped that percentage would remain till 
summer business started. 

He reported, “More of our fishermen 
were active early in the season,” which 
he considered good.  They landed less 
than 1 lb/pot on sets of 4 to 5 nights.  

As for his Mother’s Day market, he 
said, “Compared to the last two months, 
our Mother’s Day market is fantastic.  
It’s been busier than the last few 
weeks.”

Massachusetts
Cape Ann fishermen earned from 

$4.50 to $4.70/lb on very slow catches 
due to a constant sea, or groundswell 
for some time.  One fisherman said 
most fishermen thought that if the 
groundswell subsided, there might be a 
few lobsters to catch, but he said traps 
were sawing on the bottom in the more 
shoal water, which, he said, “Is not a 
good thing when it comes to the catch.”  
He did note that most of the lobsters 
trapped were hard-shell shippers with 
just a sprinkling of new shells.

Boston dealers would have paid 
$4.50/lb for hard shell and $3.25/lb for 
soft shells, but, said one, there was 
very little fishing.  Demand was pretty 
good for Mother’s Day, despite a lack of 
supermarket deals.  He mentioned that 
the Shaw’s chain had a promotion with 
lobster at $4.99/lb.

On Boston’s South Shore, dealers 
paid $5.25/lb and independent 
fishermen earned from $5 to $5.50/lb 
depending on the buyer.  Although most 
fishermen were just setting, they caught 
between 1/3 to 1/2 lb/pot of excellent 
quality on 3- to 4-night sets.  A year-
round fisherman reported that fishing 
had slowed, partly because there had 
been easterly wind for over a week 
and partly because lobsters had gone 
into hiding, preparatory to shedding.  

Another fisherman caught two crates of 
product, but said he had had to haul a 
lot of gear to fill those two crates.  The 
dealer said his Mother’s Day seemed to 
be good.  Although it had started slowly, 
he said the price now seemed to be 
getting people’s attention.

Cape Cod fishermen earned $6/lb on 
catches of from 140 to 175 lbs of very 
good quality.  A fish market owner called 
his demand slow.  A fish market owner 
on the Nantucket Sound side reported 
that fishing had not yet started.

Martha’s Vineyard fishermen earned 
$6/lb on catches of 3/4 lb/pot on 5- to 
6-night sets.  Demand was slow, one 
said, though people were around on 
weekends.  He said he was hoping for a 
strong Mother’s Day.

Rhode Island
Point Judith fishermen who sell their 

catches on the dock charged $7 apiece 
for hard shell culls, $9 apiece for hard 
shell 1-1/4 pounders, and $11 apiece for 
hard shell 1-1/2 pounders.  Soft shell 
product sold for $1 apiece less, and 
those who bought a dozen of any kind 
also paid $1 apiece less.  

One who fishes “right up against the 
beach,” reported catching almost 
1 lb/pot on a week’s set.  Happy, he said, 
“We haven’t had an early spring on the 
beach in at least four years.”  It was just 
a short pop, he said, and it’s just a sliver 
of a beach, but quality was very good, 
all hard shell.  

As for dock sales, the fisherman 
reported that it was early in the season 

and not too many buyers were showing 
up on the wharf to buy.  This would 
change, of course, as the weather grew 
warmer.

Connecticut 
Eastern Connecticut dealers paid 

$5.75/lb for run and $4/lb for culls.  
Fishermen landed 3/4 lb/pot on 4-night 
sets.  Quality was 70% shippable.  

Midcoast dealers had not seen a 
single lobster.  One said a fisherman he 
knows had hauled 250 traps for three 
lobsters.  “There aren’t any lobsters 
here (Long Island Sound) anymore,” he 
said.

Western Connecticut distributors 
were having a big week.  One said 

See LMR, next page 
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he would probably do 50,000 lbs of 
business Mother’s Day week.  He said 
he had seen no aggressive 
supermarket specials, which he felt 
was because prices had been too high 
when setting up the specials.  He was 
buying lobster from Nova Scotia, which 
he called a pleasure to handle.  Despite 
a late start, he found shipments had 
been fine.

New York
Montauk dealers paid $6.25/lb for 

chix, $6.50/lb for quarters, $7/lb for 
halves, $7.50/lb for selects, $7.25/lb 
for jumbos, $5/lb for culls, and $4/lb 
for softs and new shells.  Fishermen 
were just setting during the reporting 
week, so they were catching less than 
100 lbs a haul.  The dealer hadn’t 

had an offshore boat yet.  He called 
quality pretty good, and noted that 
restaurants had lobster on the menu 
“at market price.”  He said his Mother’s 
Day demand was higher than his 
usual demand, but noted that that the 
demand was for a single day.

New Jersey
Central New Jersey shore dealers 

paid $5/lb for hard shell and $4/lb for 
softs.  Bad weather kept fishermen in 
long 7- to 10-night sets, which resulted 
in catches of between 500 and 700 lbs 
of good quality product.  A dealer said 
his Mother’s Day market was off by a 
conservative 30% and said his regular 
demand had been off by 30% since New 
Year’s, which he attributed to prices 
being too high.  ■

Continued from previous pageLMR

Stonington, ME tackles lobster handling, 
quality issues; produces instructional DVD

STONINGTON, ME – In these days 
of resource abundance, much is being 
said about lobster quality and how 
handling practices can affect the value 
of the catch.  The port of Stonington, 
which leads the state of Maine in 
lobster landings, is taking steps to 
ensure that its lobsters are top quality.

Lobstermen here have been working 
with groups in town to identify “best 
handling practices” and to participate 
in an onboard pilot study to test the 
effectiveness of the practices.  A DVD 
of the pilot showing how the practices 
can be used aboard any lobster boat has 
been sent out to all Stonington/Deer Isle 
lobster license holders. 

During the summer of 2012, the 
town of Stonington received Rural 
Development Agency funding that 
supported the pilot study, which was 
conducted by Penobscot East Resource 
Center.  The pilot was documented in 
an informational video, “Stonington 
Lobster:  Creating A Quality Brand,” 
produced by Stonington’s Opera House 
Arts.

The results of the study were clear.
After 28 days and 1,008 lobsters, the 

pilot showed that the lobsters handled 
and landed aboard vessels following 
best handling practices had far fewer 
injuries.  Only eight out of every 100 

lobsters aboard those boats showed 
injury, while 33 out of every 100 showed 
injury on boats that had made no 
changes.  The best handling practices 
were able to reduce injuries to lobsters 
by over 70%. 

An injured lobster is less valuable in 
the market, according to Hugh Reynolds 
of Greenhead Lobster, the dealer 
providing shoreside support for the pilot 
project.

“The most valuable lobster is a plate-
ready live lobster,” Reynolds said.  “But 
the next most valuable lobster is one 
with an uninjured, perfect tail.”

Since the pilot’s completion, 
Stonington and Deer Isle fishermen 
have been meeting with Penobscot East 
staff to explore what they can do to 
ensure that they maintain the town’s 
reputation for excellent quality lobster 
in the new conditions of high stock 
levels and warmer water temperatures.  
The goal is to have Stonington lobsters 
landed in peak condition, able to survive 
in good shape to consumers’ plates 
around the globe.  

“Several captains and sternmen in 
our local meetings commented on how 
landing a quality lobster is a matter 
of pride,” said Holly Eaton, Penobscot 
East’s community liaison.

In the pilot handling study, 

Penobscot East worked with four 
captains and Greenhead Lobster to use 
six best handling practices that were 
developed by Maine Sea Grant Marine 
Extension Associate Dana Morse (see 
CFN October 2012).  Each of the four 
captains complied with the practices 
aboard their boats during the month of 
August.  The six practices were: 
●  Carefully breaking traps over the 
“toe-rail”;
●  Treating their lobsters like eggs;
●  Using cushioned, cool, and moist 
banding stations;
●  Monitoring water circulation;
●  Removing each lobster by hand; and
●  Carefully placing lobsters in crates 
going in the same direction.  

Sample lobsters from the pilot boats 
were collected every weekday, as were 
samples from boats not participating 
in the pilot, in order to assess what 
kinds of damage the animals were 
experiencing and their overall health 
and vitality.  

The dissolved oxygen levels in the 

onboard lobster tanks of participating 
captains were read many times 
throughout the pilot to see how much 
air actually was available in the water 
where the lobsters were held.

Last winter, Penobscot East 
convened a series of outreach meetings, 
inviting lobstermen, their sternmen, 
and industry members to:  view the 
video; discuss the handling practices 
and perceptions, concerns, and 
observations about lobster quality; and 
see what else they could do to maintain 
high quality.

Participating lobstermen approved of 
the video and expressed some surprise 
at how much of a difference onboard 
handling can make to the quality of the 
lobsters that are being landed, Eaton 
said.  

They also said that you can’t “take 
for granted that people are using these 
practices.”  Several lobstermen said that 
it’s time to remind both captains and 
sternmen that good handling techniques 
need to start aboard the boat, and that 
lobsters need to be handled like the live 
animals they are.  At the same time, 
many have also said that the abundance 
of lobsters makes it difficult to take the 
time to handle them one at a time.  

The issue of lobster quality and 
handling practices has been discussed 
at various industry gatherings over 
the last several months, including at 
this year’s “Canadian/US Lobstermen’s 
Town Meeting” held in New Brunswick, 
Canada.  Maine Department of Marine 
Resources Commissioner Pat Keliher 
and the Maine Lobstermen’s Alliance 
have endorsed the voluntary use of 
best handling practices, suggesting 
that there will be statewide efforts to 
increase awareness.  

In Stonington, the work will continue 
this summer.  Interested captains 
and dealers can schedule times for a 
member of the Penobscot East staff to 
monitor the dissolved oxygen in the 
water either in their tanks or dockside. 

For more information, call 
Penobscot East’s Holly Eaton at 
(207) 367-2708 or e-mail her at 
<holly@penobscoteast.org>.  /cfn/ 

Video still courtesy Opera House Arts

“One hand, one lobster:  Treating 
lobsters like eggs,” one of the best 
handling practices identified by 
Stonington fishermen and available in 
the town's informational DVD. 
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Osmond Beal Designs from 
H&H Marine, Inc.
Osmond Beal Designs from 
H&H Marine, Inc.

Osmond 38
LOA 38'4"

Beam 14'10"

Transom 13' 5"

Osmond 36
LOA 36'8"

Beam 13'3"

Draft 4' 4"

Cockpit 24'

Osmond 37
LOA 37'6"

Beam 12'8"

Draft 3'6"

Cockpit 22'6"

NOTE: Our Osmond 42 is available with up to 17'6" beam and 16'8" transom widths.

Osmond 40
LOA 40'

Beam 14'10"

Transom 13'3"

Cockpit 25'

Osmond 27
LOA 27'

Beam 10'5"

Draft 3'

Cockpit 16'

Osmond 34
LOA 34'8"

Beam 13'3"

Draft 4'3"

Cockpit 20'6" - 22'

Osmond 35
LOA 35'11"

Beam 12'8"

Draft 3' 6"

Cockpit 21'

Osmond 29
LOA 29'8"

Beam 10'8"

Draft 3'6"

Cockpit 17'6"

Osmond 42
LOA 42'

Beam 15'3"

Draft 4'8"

Cockpit 26'6"-28'

TALK WITH BRUCE GRINDAL AT (207) 546-7477  Fax (207) 546-2163

INC.
932 US Route 1
Steuben, ME 04680H&H MARINE

Draft 3'4" 

Osmond 32
LOA 32'2"

Beam 11'3"

Cockpit 19'

Osmond 47
LOA 47'4”

Beam 19'2"

Transom 18'6"

Cockpit 32'

Visit our website at www.hhmarineinc.com

CUSTOM FINISHING TO ANY STAGE OF COMPLETION
CALL FOR PRICING ON HULLS & KITS

J-Lynn Zrae Overkill
new boatsnew boats

BUILDER:......................................... SW BOATWORKS, LAMOINE, ME
FINISHER: ............................ SIMMONS BOATWORKS, FRIENDSHIP, ME
OWNER: ............................................ JIM WOTTON, FRIENDSHIP, ME

Dimensions: .......................................................................................44'x17'6"
Designer: ....................................................Calvin Beal Jr., Beals Island, ME
Fishery: ......................................................... Lobster/Shrimp/Scallop/Urchin
Hull: ..........................................................................................Solid fiberglass
Top: ............................................................Foam and balsa-cored molded unit
Power: .............................................TCD 2015M Deutz (680 hp @ 2100 rpm) 

w/2.63:1 ZF 360A marine gear; Motor-Services Hugo Stamp Inc.
Speed: .................................................................................................. 23 knots
Prop: ....................................................................36"x44"x4; Nautilus Marine
Shaft: ...................................................................3" AQ-22; Rose’s Marine Co.
Driveline Hardware: ..Rose’s Marine Co.; R.E. Thomas Marine Hardware
Exhaust: ............................................................Dry stack; Simmons Welding
Hauler & Steering: ......................... Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co Inc.
Hatches: .................................................... Freeman; H&H Propeller Co. Inc.
Comments:  Although builder Gil Simmons joked that he got the job 
“because I was the only one with a door wide enough,” Overkill owner Jim 
Wotton had high praise for him.  “Gil was really good to work with.  He kept 
me involved in the process and built the boat just the way I wanted it.”

BUILDER:......................................... SW BOATWORKS, LAMOINE, ME
FINISHERS: .CALVIN BEAL JR. AND SON CALVIN; ROGER BEAL AND SON CAMERON

OWNER: .........................................ROGER BEAL, BEALS ISLAND, ME

Dimensions: ................................................................30'x12' (11'6" transom)
Designer: ....................................................Calvin Beal Jr., Beals Island, ME
Fishery: .................................................................................................Lobster
Hull: .................................................................................................. Fiberglass
Top: ................................................................... Custom top by Calvin Beal Jr.
Power: .......................................QSB5.9-305 Cummins (305 hp @ 2600 rpm) 

w/2.5:1 ZF 85A marine gear; Kennedy Marine & Fabrication
Prop: ....................................................................28"x32"x3; Nautilus Marine
Shaft: ..................................... 1-3/4" AQ-22; R.E. Thomas Marine Hardware
Driveline Hardware: ..................................R.E. Thomas Marine Hardware
Hauler & Steering: ........................ Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.
Comments:  J-Lynn Zrae is the first of SW Boatworks new Calvin Beal 
30s to hit the water.  Designer Beal said SW’s Stewart Workman wanted 
to know if he could come up with “a 30-footer that was 12' wide … and I 
told him no problem.”  Built for Calvin’s son-in-law Roger, the J-Lynn Zrae 
proved be an easy sailer with no rails of any kind on her bottom.  “She 
cruises 19 knots at 2200 rpm,” said Calvin Beal.  “At that rpm, she only 
burns about 5.5 gallons an hour.  A fella could haul all day pretty cheaply.”

Brian Robbins photo Brian Robbins photo

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE 

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on 
the internet: http://www.midcoast.com/~marinhyd/

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721  

Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
TE

T TE
T W

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT

V

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES

T
T

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE 
PUMP 
$544.70

16” SPOKED WHEEL

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY
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“I had never put on a survival suit. I never knew how flares worked. I
never learned how to launch a life raft until today. Thank you. I already

feel safer.” ~ Fisherman after completing NESTCo safety training

NESTCo.
Capt. Fred Mattera

55 State St., Narragansett RI 02882
(401) 284-0025  fm@nestco.necoxmail.com

North East Safety Training Company

◆

DRILL CONDUCTOR CLASSES OFFERED
ONE DAY CLASS (10 – 12 HRS.)

CLASS DATES:

COST:

◆  

◆  

CLASS LOCATION:

(BRING SURVIVAL SUIT)

New England Council
May 23.  Herring plan development 
team meeting.  10 am.  NMFS 
headquarters, Gloucester, MA.
May 29-30.  Monkfish committee 
meeting.  Hotel Providence, 
Providence, RI.
June 18-20.  Council meeting.  Holiday 
Inn by the Bay, Portland, ME.
For more info call Karen Roy, (978) 
465-0492 or visit <www.nefmc.org>.

Portland Fish Exchange
May 23.  Directors meeting.  3 pm.  
Portland Fish Exchange, Portland, ME.  
For more info call (207) 773-0017 or 
visit <www.pfex.org/agenda.htm>.

Mid-Atlantic Council
May 28.  Mackerel-squid-butterfish 
monitoring committee meeting (will 
also address river herring and shad cap 
issues).  10 am.  Webinar.  For more 
info visit <www.mafmc.org/council-
events/2013/may/msb-monitoring2>.
June 5.  Public meeting on potential 
changes to squid (longfin and Ilex) 
assessment and management.  7 pm.  
Congress Hall Hotel, Cape May, NJ.
June 11-13.  Council meeting.  Double 
Tree by Hilton, Eatontown, NJ.
For more info call Kathy Collins, (302) 
674-2331 x14 or visit <www.mafmc.org>. 

2013 Blessings and Festivals
June 9.  Blessing of the Fleet.  5 pm.  Town dock, Montauk, NY.  For more 
info call (631) 668-2428 or visit <www.onmontauk.com>.

June 26-30.  Portuguese Festival Weekend.  Provincetown, MA.  65th 
annual Blessing of the Fleet at MacMillan pier, 1 pm on Sunday.  For more 
info call (508) 487-0500  or visit  <www.provincetownportuguesefestival.com>.

June 26-30.  St. Peter’s Fiesta featuring music, food, sporting events, and a 
parade.  Gloucester, MA.  Blessing of the Fleet at 3 pm on Sunday.  For more 
info call (978) 283-1601 or visit <www.stpetersfiesta.org>. 

coming eventscoming events

Northeast Regional Ocean Council
Public meetings to discuss draft 
regional ocean planning goals and how 
to achieve them, and to review related 
products (maps) developed to date.  See 
ad page 31 for details.
May 23.  4 pm. Portland, ME.
May 28.  4 pm. Narragansett, RI.
June 3.  4 pm.  Ellsworth, ME.
June 4.  5:30 pm.  Rockland, ME.
June 6.  4 pm.  Boston, MA.
June 13.  4 pm. New Haven, CT.
June 17.  4 pm.  New Bedford, MA.
June 18.  4 pm.  Gloucester, MA.
June 19.  4 pm.  Barnstable, MA.
June 25.  4 pm.  Portsmouth, NH.
For more info contact Dory Dinoto, 
<ddinoto@cbuilding.org. or visit 
<northeastoceancouncil.org/regional-
planning-body/public-meetings>.

MA Lobstermen’s Association
May 29.  Lobster Foundation of 
Massachusetts meeting.  6:30 pm.  MLA 
office, Scituate, MA.
June 19.  Delegates meeting.  7:30 pm.  
Sons of Italy, Quincy, MA.  
For more info call Beth, (781) 545-6984 
or visit <www.lobstermen.com>.

ME Department of Marine 
Resources
May 30.  Scallop advisory council 

2013 MAINE LOBSTER BOAT RACES
The Maine Lobster Boat Racing Association (MLBRA) has announced 
the following schedule of dates and locations for lobster boat racing 
competitions during the season ahead.

●  Boothbay Harbor.  June 15.  Info:  Marshall Farnham, (207) 380-5892.
●  Rockland.  June 16.  Info:  Steve Brooks, (207) 354-8763.
●  Bass Harbor.  June  23.  Info:  Wayne/Colyn Rich (207) 244-9623.
●  Moosabec Reach.  June 29.  Info:  E. Blackwood (207) 598-6681.
●  Long Island.  June 30.  Info:  Lisa Kimball (207) 332-3968.
●  Searsport.  July 13.  Info:   Keith & Travis Otis (207) 548-6362.
●  Stonington.  July 14.  Info:  Nick Wiberg, (207) 348-2375.
●  Friendship.  July 22.  Info:  Wes Lash Jr., (207) 832-7807.
●  Harpswell.  July 28.  Info:  Henry Barnes, (207) 725-2567.
●  Winter Harbor.  Aug. 10.  Info:  Chris Byers: 207-963-7139.
●  Pemaquid.  Aug. 11.  Info:  Don Drisko & Laurie Crane (207) 677-2432.
●  Portland.  Aug. 18.  Info:  Jon Johansen (207) 223-8846.
●  Eastport.  Sept. 8.  Info:   <www.eastportpiratefestival.com>.

The MLBRA banquet and awards ceremony will be held on Oct. 12 at the 
Fisherman’s Friend Restaurant in Stonington.  For more info call MLBRA’s 
Jon Johansen at (207) 223-8846.  /cfn/

Downeast Lobstermen’s Association
June 13.  Monthly membership 
meeting.  6 pm.  Jasper’s Restaurant, 
Ellsworth, ME.  For more info contact 
Sheila Dassatt, (207) 322-1924 or 
<dassatt711@yahoo.com>. 

Gulf of Maine Research Institute
Sea State 8.0 lecture series A Day in 
the Life of a Fisherman.  7 pm, doors 
open at 6:30 pm.  Sam L. Cohen Center 
for Interactive Learning, GMRI, 
Portland, ME.  For more info and 
to reserve a seat contact Christina 
Traister, (207) 228-1622 or 
<ctraister@gmri.org>:
June 13.  Science and Scallops:  How 
Collaborative Research Rebuilt the 
Georges Bank Scallop Fishery, by 
Kevin Stokesbury, Ph.D., research 
scientist, and Danny Eilersten, 
fisherman.

MA Division of Marine Fisheries
June 14.  Public hearing on proposed 
changes to recreational fluke, scup, and 
black sea bass regulations.  2 pm.  DMF 
Quest Center, New Bedford, MA.
June 20.  Commission meeting.  11 am.  
Annisquam River Station, Gloucester, 
MA.  For more info on meeting times, 
agendas and cancellations contact 
Jared Silva, (617) 626-1534 or 
<jared.silva@state.ma.us> or 
visit <www.mass.gov/dfwele/dmf/
marinefisheriesnotices/mfcmeetings.
htm>.

meeting.  4 pm.  Ellsworth City Hall, 
Ellsworth, ME.  For more info visit 
<www.maine.gov/dmr/news/DMR_
councils.htm>. 

Lobster Institute
June 4.  Board of advisers meeting.  
11 am.  University of Maine, 
Orono, ME.  For more info visit 
<www.lobsterinstitute.org>.

ME Lobstermen’s Association
June 4.  Directors meeting.  5 pm.  
Darby’s Restaurant, Belfast, ME.  For 
more info call Melissa, (207) 967-4555 
or visit <www.mainelobstermen.org/
news.asp>.

Commercial Marine Expo
June 12-13.  Trade show.  Hampton 
Roads Convention Center, Hampton, 
VA.  For more info see ad page 25 or 
visit <www.comarexpo.com>.

NH Fish & Game Dept. 
June 12.  Commission meeting.  1 pm.  
Great Bay Discovery Center, Stratham, 
NH.  For more info call Tanya Haskell, 
(603) 271-3511 or visit <www.wildlife.
state.nh.us/Inside_FandG/commission.
htm>.

Stellwagen Bank Advisory Council
June 12.  Council meeting.  9 am.  
NMFS-NERO building, Gloucester, MA.  
For more info, call (781) 545-8026 or 
visit <stellwagen.noaa.gov>.
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The ultimate rope recycle project?  About 50 
tons of used pot warp, 3,000 gallons of paint, 
creative imagination, and time turned into 
this sculpture of three separate undulating 
structures. “Red, Yellow, and Blue” is on display 
in Madison Square Park in New York City 
through Sept. 8.

Fishermen’s used rope transformed 
into giant NYC art installation 

NEW YORK, NY – About a year ago, the 
Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation (GOMLF) 
kicked off a new round of used-rope buybacks, 
offering to pay fishermen 50 cents a pound 
for specific diameters of sink, poly-steel, or 
“neutrally buoyant” line to be used in an art 
project.

And, what a project it turned out to be.  
“Red, Yellow, and Blue” made its official debut 
in New York City’s Madison 
Square Park on May 1 to the 
amazement and delight of park 
visitors.

Artist Orly Genger took 1.4 
million feet of rope – 100,000 
pounds – much of it collected by 
the GOMLF from New England 
fishermen, and, with the help of 
a team of interns, hand “knitted” 
it into thousands of feet of 
runners.  

They used 3,000 gallons of 
primary color paint to make the 
runners uniform in appearance, 
and then piled them up to create three separate 
undulating structures.  Secured with wire and 
steel poles, the structures are safe enough for 
kids to play on. 

Said Genger of her creation, “The tradition 
of knitting carries the sharing of stories, and 
the installation draws on that idea.  The 
repurposed rope brings with it the stories of 
different locations and, by knotting it, a space is 

created for the words and thoughts of viewers in 
New York City to complete the work, creating a 
silent dialogue that waves along.”

So, in essence, this work includes the stories 
of the more than 40 inshore and offshore 
lobster and crab fishermen who delivered their 
used rope to GOMLF collections organized by 
Project Manager Laura Ludwig and held at:  
Machiasport, Milbridge, Harrington, Hancock, 
Rockland, and Harpswell, ME; Georgetown, 

Westport, Dartmouth, New Bedford, Fall River, and Sandwich, 
MA; and Wakefield, RI.

“Red, Yellow, and Blue” will remain on display in Madison 
Square Park through Sept. 8.  It then will be dismantled, 
transported, and reconstructed at the deCordova Sculpture Park 
and Museum in Lincoln, MA in October.

More information and photographs can be viewed on 
the Madison Square Park Conservancy website at <www.
madisonsquarepark.org/things-to-do/calendar/mad-sq-art-orly-
genger>.  /cfn/
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Steven Kennedy photo

The offshore lobster boat Sally & Katherine was recently repainted in orange and 
tan, the distinctive hues of OceansFleet Fisheries.  The 65' boat, which was built by 
Gladding Hearn Shipbuilding in 1986, was at the company’s dock loaded with brand 
new traps and gear in preparation for her first trip offshore in new colors.  

OceansFleet is headed up by Lars Vinjerud II, whose story is classic Americana.  
Vinjerud worked his way up from deckhand to vessel owner/captain and then formed 
Fleet Fisheries, which later became OceansFleet.  The company currently manages 
18 fishing vessels and operates a successful 70,000-square-foot seafood processing 
plant and retail business in New Bedford’s South End.

THE EXCITING RELAUNCH!! THE EXCITING RELAUNCH!! 
ofof

fish-news.comfish-news.com

 
Visit our ALL-NEW website today!

Where you can do more than ever before.

Including:

 PURCHASE ACCESS TO THE CURRENT ISSUE

 PURCHASE OR RENEW AN ONLINE, PRINT, OR  
 COMBO SUBSCRIPTION

 PURCHASE DIGITAL BACK ISSUES FROM OUR  
 ARCHIVES

 PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD

 ACCESS ADVERTISING RATES AND DATA

 SHOP THE CFN STORE FOR BOOKS, DVDS, 
 AND MORE!!

Current  CFN print subscribers will receive 3-months of 
access to the online edition FREE of charge. 

Just email <subs@fish-news.com> or call

800-989-5253

and share our exclusive content with your friends and colleagues today!

professional organization comprised of 
the chiefs and senior command staff from 
13 Northeastern states, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service Office of 
Law Enforcement, and the Canadian 
provinces of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick.

The single dredge steel-hulled scalloper 
Artimus II put in an appearance in 
Wellfleet on Cape Cod recently.  It was 
the first time in quite awhile that the 
Canadian-built boat visited the quiet 
Outer Cape port.  

At one time Wellfleet was a  busy place 
and played host to a whole fleet of wooden 
scallopers, sea clammers, and quahog 
draggers like Pat, Hizzoner, Gambler, 
Ocean Bird, Norman Scott, Neisha 
Ann, Little Chief, C-Cap, Cynthia 
Lawrence, and many more.  Lately, the 
only boats tying up at the main dock are 
the clammer Ginny Lu and the head boat 
Navigator, which will move to her own 
dock come summer.

When Catholic Charities North, a 
Boston-based provider of social services, 
called on the area seafood industry 
for donations this year, a total of 34 
businesses and individuals responded.

Contributions totaled $25,000 – up 
$5,000 from last year.

Among the major contributors were:  
High Liner Foods, National Fish and 
Seafood Co., Bama Sea Products, 
Eastern Fish Co., Ipswich Shellfish 
Co., Label Print America, Northern 
Ocean Marine Inc., Preferred Freezer 
Services, Elite Seafood, Yuval 
Gattegno, Hai Yang International, 
National Development, Sean Slain, 
Authur Wang, and Zhangzidao 
Fishery Group.

Other contributors included:  
Americold, Carr Printing, American 
Refrigeration Co., Arista Industries, 

Paul Brown, Catania-Spagna Corp., 
Brendan Curran, Evangelos Dimitriou, 
Robert Gillis, William Gowan, Mark 
Hadley, Mical Seafood, Theodore Parson, 
Polar Seafood, Mark Reardon, John 
Sackton, David Simpson, and Turner’s 
Seafood.

“Without the support of these generous 
partners, Catholic Charities North would 
not be able to reach families in need in the 
Gloucester community,” the organization said.  

Charles Bridges died on May 9 at the 
age of 79.  He was the last known survivor of 
the Pendelton, the tanker ship that broke 
in half in heavy seas on Feb. 18, 1952 off the 
coast of Cape Cod

Chatham Station’s CG-36500 lifeboat is 
still painstakingly preserved and honored 
by a dedicated group of Cape Codders who 
remain in awe of what the little boat and her 
all-volunteer four-man crew did that day – 
carried out the dramatic rescue of 32 men.

Bridges was 18 years old at the time and 
ran from cabin to cabin through the 500' 
tanker, alerting his shipmates that their 
vessel was foundering, according to Theresa 
M. Barbo, co-author with Capt. W. Russell 
Webster of “The Pendleton Disaster Off 
Cape Cod:  The Greatest Small Boat 
Rescue in Coast Guard History.”

Bridges himself was so inspired by the 
heroism of the 36500’s crew that he enlisted 
in the Coast Guard following his stint in the 
Merchant Marines, Barbo recalled.  

Talk about packing a lot of boat into a 
small package.  The 45' Hampton Bay, NY-
based North Sea features two net drums, 
large rolling chocks, a bulbous bow, keel 
coolers, and aft outriggers.  

The beefy little boat was recently hauled 
out at Fairhaven Shipyard Companies 
South Yard for some general work.  She was 
built by Rob and Ron Harter of Bellmore 
and Ronkonkoma, NY respectively in 1991, 
according to a 2011 newsletter published 
by the preservation group Long Island 
Traditions.  /cfn/

Continued from page 31

Shop Talk
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BOAT BROKERS

BROKERAGE:  BOATS & LICENSES 
Vessel and Permit Brokerage, Equipment 
Sales.  Dave Fyrberg @ (978) 857-9419 or 
crescentfish@verizon.net

BOAT BUILDERS

COMMERCIAL WORK SKIFFS   Fast, 
economical, and stable.  Stainless 
fastened, 18' - $2195.  For photos and 
info, send S.A.S.E. to: Tri Werx, 68 
Hatchville Road, East Falmouth, MA  
02536 or call  (508) 548-1970, or visit 
www.triwerxboats.com.

BOATS

18' COMMERCIAL PLYWOOD  SKIFFS 
& CENTER CONSOLES  Skiffs from $2,495 
unpainted, to $5,895 painted, with 20hp 
Tohatsu.  Center consoles from $3,495 
painted, to $8459, w/Tohatsu 30hp 
w/trim. NEW 22' Skiff at $4995.  Plans 
also available for $75 per set.  <www.
ladybugboats.com>  (774) 269-6936.

ATTORNEYS

FISHING MATTERS! 
Administrative, Civil & Criminal Law

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Experienced legal counsel from a 
former fisherman, captain and boat 

owner with commercial fishing 
experience from Maine to Alaska

484–904–7795
pat@lawofficepf.com 
www.pfmaritime.com

Patrick Flanigan
Attorney at Law

PO Box 42, Swarthmore, PA 19081
Admitted in PA & NJ and the U.S. 

Supreme Court. Admitted elsewhere 
by special appearance.

21’ 1988 CENTER CONSOLE 115hp, 
2002 Suzuki four-stroke, low hours. 
Completely new deck and new transom 
in 2009.  All new wiring, fish finder, chart 
plotter, GPS.  $11,000.  (978) 317-5034.

23’ ROYAL SEA Completely updated 
2011.  60.2hr on new Mercruiser and 
transom, 4.3L 220hp.  New ss fuel tank 
60gal and new fuel lines.  8’ stern.  All 
new wiring, lights and breakers.  IC-
M100 VHF, new Garmin GPS map 740 
series, fully loaded.  12” electric hauler, 
tandem galvanized trailer, 3 automatic 
PDF vests, flares, anchor and rope.  
2 Pending tuna rods, 2 harpoons.  MORE.  
A really maintained solid boat.  Must sell 
due to health problems.  $25,000, OBO.  
Call Joe at (603) 997-6514.

26' SEAWAY  Yamaha 225 4-stroke 
with 6 40hrs,  spare Yamaha 225 
4-stroke.  9hp Honda Power Pack, ss 
hauler and davit.  Furuno/Garmin full 
electronics.  Lee outriggers, 5 swivel 
rod holders.  Gunnel lobster tanks.  10' 
aluminum mast/takeout boom, 5,000lb 
electric winch.  Too much to list.  
PRICE REDUCED $24,000  OBRO. 
(508) 364-0518.

CLASSIFIEDS call 18009895253
We accept AMEX, Discover, 

MasterCard and Visa

30’ 1986 SISU  230 Yanmar, installed 
20 01,10 0 0 hours .   Meticulously 
maintained, oil changed every 50hrs 
etc.  Sips fuel.  Nicely appointed, very 
clean cruiser. $45,000. (917) 837-4712 or 
<alazylobster@aol.com>.

30’ REPCO LOBSTER/TUNA 1975, 
210 Volvo with 1350hrs, 65gal of fuel, 
10” hauler, also complete 12” hauler 
included.  Full electronics, 14’ tower, 16’ 
pulpit.  Tuna gear includes harpoons, 
zapper, outriggers.  7 tuna rod holders.  
Finished foc’s’le, rebuilt house 2013.  
Turn-key ready.  Excellent condition.  
$28,000 or best offer.  (508) 888-0671.

31’ BHM  VOLVO  61A 306hp keel cooled 
w/TD506 300gal fuel.  Full electronics 
and safety gear, 24” gillnet lifter or 12” 
pot hauler.  Great commercial or charter.  
$62,000, OBO. (978) 879-9110. 

32’ COMMERCIAL LOBSTER BOAT 
210hp Caterpillar 3208.  Electronics 
include VHF, Garmin chartplotter, 
Furuno GPS, EPIRB, Sony stereo, Sitex 
bottom machine.  All commercial safety 
equipment including liferaft.   Permits 
include: Federal area 4 lobster, NJ 
lobster/conch, NJ lobster landing, NJ 
commercial directed tautog/blackfish.  
$59,000, OBO.   (732) 995-4483. 

BOATSBOATS BOATS BOATS

26' X 11' FIBERGLASS NOVI   135hp Ford 
Lehman diesel, under 2000hrs. Prop 
and shaft only 1-year old, 12" hydraulic 
hauler.  Furuno radar and GPS.  Call (631) 
495-8566 after 6 p.m. for more details. 
$22,000.

28’ BENNY BEAL LOBSTERBOAT 
2005 226hp  Isuzu turbo diesel (20 
original hours) with 1.53:1 reduction 
gear. 8.5’ wide, 3’ draft.  “Brand new” 
never been used 12” stainless steel 
hauler, 60gal fuel tank, depth recorder, 
Garmin chart plotter, AREA 1 FEDERAL 
PERMIT and Massachusetts state permit 
with history. Perfect boat for someone 
starting out inshore lobster fishing. 
Don’t miss out on this deal!  $66,000 firm 
for everything.  No traps.  Will separate 
boat from permits.  (978) 804-7290.

28’ NORTHERN BAY KIT.   Includes hull 
with stringers, main bulkhead and crash 
bulkhead and molded top.  $15,500.  
Check the price of having one laid up.  
(207) 633-5694.

29‘ NS DOWNEAST Cummins 6BTA, 
330hp, turbo.  Boat is loaded and equipped 
with everything needed for serious 
fishing or charter operation. Upgraded 
electronics: Northstar fishfinder, Garmin 
GPS, Furuno GPS, Icom 504 VHF radio, 
Racor 900 MH water/fuel separator,  
bus heater for cabin as well.  Very nice 
condition, turn key boat, in water ready to 
fish. Owner  moving to larger boat.  Dual 
anchor set up with Electra Dyne hauler 
included.  (917) 921-0740.

34’ 1992 OSMOND BEAL WOOD 
250hp Volvo, TAMD 60 series.  Approx. 
18,000hrs, runs good   Furuno radar, Si-Tex 
sounder/plotter. Needs wheelhouse.  Call 
for details.  $18,000 or best reasonable 
offer.  (207) 596-1656.

35’ NOVI STYLE OPEN STERN split 
wheelhouse, all stainless and fiberglass, 
full electronics, auto pilot, 375hp John 
Deere 6081TA.  Everything in tiptop 
shape,  B.O.  Call (781) 424-2506, before 
9pm.

36’ ALUMINUM SEINE BOAT 453 GM.  
120 fathom x 14 fathom purse seine in 
excellent condition.  5 fiberglass dories, 
1-100 fathom x 10 fathom pocket, 700 
fathom x 10 fathom running twine, 
and other stuff.  (207) 863-2074, leave 
message.  $15,000 firm.

37’ REPCO 1981 Complete rebuild 
2006.  Installed new Cummins 8.3L, 
430hp, currently 6.500hrs.  Twin Disc 
gear, 2” ss shaft, ss rudder, ss cage.  12” 
hauler, Pitts clutch.  Custom aluminum 
wheelhouse.  Garmin 4212, 3 - Bomar 
hatches.  Ready to go.  $52,500.  (207) 
653-3468.  

Have you visited the 
NEW CFN website?

Do more than ever before!

www.fi sh-news.com/cfn

ACCOUNTANTS – TAX CONSULTANTS

“WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND THIS GREAT 
GROUP TO ANYONE WITH TAX PROBLEMS!” 
               - Nick Z, fisherman, New York 
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 G. David Brimmer and Associates,
347 Woodford Street, Portland, ME 04103

1-877-TAX RELIEF | Email: dave@877taxrelief.com  
www.877taxrelief.com

Downeast Boats
& Composites

Builders of the high performance
Northern Bay 38

207-326-9400
www.deboats.com hydrex@

midmaine.com
PO Box 9, Penobscot, ME 04476

���t������t���



COMMERCIAL FISHERIES NEWS  •  JUNE 2013  •  45

9 0 ’  R A I S E D  F O C ’ S L E  S T E R N 
DRAGGER  Cat power. With or w/o 
groundfish license with excellent 
allocations.  $650,000 FOR THE BOAT / 
$1,500,000 WITH PERMIT.  Call for details.  
(978) 857-9419.

100’ 200 TON CAPACITY RSW MID-
WATER TRAWLER with all fishing gear, 
including two mid-water nets, deck 
crane, f ish pumps, etc. $1,250,000. 
ALL AREAS herring & mackerel permit 
also available.  Call for details (978) 
857-9419.  

ENGINES

6CYL FORD LEEMAN PARTS 1 wet 
manifold, 1 reconditioned head, 1 
injector pump.  Also 2 props:  1.5” 19”x24” 
RH 4-blade, like new.  $300.  1-3/8” 
20”x23” LH 3-blade, good condition 
$125.  <ny5081r@yahoo.com>.  (860) 
617-4530.

ALWAYS BUYING ENGINES,  reduction 
gears, generators, etc.  Please give me a 
call.  (978) 857-9419.

DEUTZ V8 MODEL 1015,  low hour RTO, 
$10,000, 100 series Volvo core and V671 
engines for rebuild available.  ZF 1.86:1, 
$1,000.  2.5:1 and  3:1 ratio MH Allison 
gears,  ZF 320 4:1 ratio, late model gear, 
w/Vulcan drive, good RTO, $3,500.  ZF 
350A1, 2.63:1, $3,500.  TD 510A 2:1, 
$2,500.  Various propellers including:  
40”x 30”, 4-blade, 3” bore, RH, (2)  28”x25”, 
3-blade, 1.75” bore, RH.  Call for details, 
(978) 857-9419.

N E W  &  U S E D  G E N E R AT O R S 
AVAILABLE.  Various hydraulic motors, 
pumps and valves, including KYB 135, 
190, 270,  Char-Lynn 10,000, 4,000 & 2,000 
series motors.  Call for pricing and details.  
(978) 857-9419.

REPOWER PACKAGE TAMD 122A 
Volvo, 400hp.  Twin Disc 51.11A 2:1 
gear, Walters keel cooler, trans. cooler, 
gauges, ss dry exhaust elbow.  Runs great, 
$11,000.  (609) 276-8203.

mobile servicesmarine exhaust 
systems

•towers
 •t-tops •pulpits marine rigging

11 Aldrin Rd., Plymouth, MA  (508) 746-7774

Alumatech Marine
dedicated marine fabrication facility

Design & Fabrication Steel
Aluminum Stainlessgangways

floating docks

FABRICATION

42' 1996 NAUSET SOLID FIBERGLASS 
LOBSTER/TUNA/CHARTER.  Fast and 
economical, Cummins 6CTA, Twin Disc 
MG507, split pilothouse, ss hauler, Pitts 
driveshaft clutch, new Kobelt single 
lever dual-station controls. Hydraulic 
dual-station steering. 12 ss rod holders. 
Call (781) 837-5424.

42’ BRUNO - INSPECTED VESSEL.   LOW 
HOUR 3306 CAT power. Commercial 
capabilities: charter fishing, sightseeing 
or would make a good Georges tuna 
boat.  Unique vessel.  Live aboard 
w/many appointments.  $125,000.   
Call Dave (978) 857-9419 or email 
crescentfish@verizon.net.

4 5 '  S TA N L E Y  19 8 6  D R AG G E R  
currently fishing daily.   Repowered 2003, 
Lugger 6140 AL, rebuild 2010.  VMS, 
3 plotters, 3 GPS, VHF, 2 radars, Simrad 
auto.  All aluminum rigging, 2 net reels, 
split winches.  Many nets.  2 sets of doors, 
ss tow wire.  $150,000.  (516) 768-6510. 

50’ FIBERGLASS STERN DRAGGER  
LOTS OF RECENT WORK: wiring, 
plumbing, electronics, engine, etc.  
Ready to fish,  $75,000. OBO.  Call for 
details.  (978) 857-9419.

6 0 '  S T E E L  S T E R N  D R A G G E R 
Double net reels, side by side.  3408 Cat 
power, full electronics.  Working vessel 
with all nets and equipment.  $120,000.  
OBO. Call for details.  (978) 857-9419. 

8 0 '  W O O D  D O U B L E  D R E D G E 
S C A L L O P E R  Cu r r e n t l y  f i s h i n g .  
3412 main,  371 gen set .   Good 
electronics.  Asking price $90,000 with 
general category scallop permit or with 
possibly a lease, or will sell boat without 
permit.  (609) 713-6531. 

3 8 '  YO U N G  B R O T H E R S  19 9 0 
LOBSTER / GILLNETTER  open stern.  
Detroit Diesel 671, 507 Twin Disc gear.  
Basic electronics, net lifter.   MA area 1 
coastal lobster permit, active.  600+ traps, 
ropes, buoys, trailer, and more.  Complete 
business.  $90,000.  (781) 834-6980, or cell 
(617) 835-0673.

39’ 1993 S. GREENWOOD FIBERGLASS 
BOAT w/ 360hp 892 Detroit Diesel 
engine with dragging gear.  Mussel gear 
available.  PRICE REDUCED to $35,000.  
Call  (207) 223-1068 or (207) 930-0020.

40’ 1981 ATKINSON FIBERGLASS 
NOVI BOAT  671 Detroit diesel motor 
rebuilt 2008, strong 3:1 Borg-Warner 
transmission.  $29,900.  Info (978) 546-6510 
or email <noviboat@comcast.net>. 

40’ JC ‘79 DRAGGER / GILLNETTER 
671 GM, 10,000hrs.  Runs well.  TD 
3:1, radar, sounder, GPS, Furuno.  
Split DEME winches, good shape, net, 
doors.  Currently rigged as dragger.  
Also available rigged as gillnetter, 
or both.  $55,000 dragger, $50,000 
gillnetter, $60,000 both.  Portland, (207) 
350-0472.

40’ YOUNG BROTHERS  2002 2008 
Cummins QSL9.   Composite top, split 
wheelhouse, 14” hauler, ss hydraulics, 
pressure washer, full electronics, LED 
hauling lights, life raft , EPIRB, 300gal 
fuel, under-deck lobster tank. Available 
late June.  $139,000.  (207) 592-2838.

BOATSBOATS BOATS

WALTER MACHINE CO, INC
201/656-5654 Fax:  201/656-0318

POB 7700, Jersey City, NJ 07307

WALTER Keel Coolers
Trouble-free cooling for main
& auxiliary engines since 1927!

Call for our free catalog

ENGINES

www.infabrefractories.com 
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WANT A FULL YEAR OF CLASSIFIEDS FOR JUST 21.95?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
CALL 1-800-989-5253

www.fish-news.com/cfn

36’ Wayne Beal Lobster - 2000 - CAT C-7 (420 HP) - Open Stern: $155,000 - File

LB2999

40’ Novi Lobster - 1996 - John Deere 6076 (300 HP) - MA Coastal Lobster LMA2

with Conch & Scup - Federal Area 2 Lobster: $110,000 - File LB3327

46’ Novi Seiner/Trawler/Lobster - 2000 - CAT 3406 (402 HP) - (3) Pullmaster PL4

Winches - Net Reel - No. Lights 12 KW Genset: $275,000 - File DR3223

52’ Lobster/Gillnetter - 1989 - CAT 3406 (405 HP) - Federal Area 3 & Monk D - Traps

& Gillnets: $325,000 - File LB3305

65’ DMR Lobster/Trawler - 1981 - CAT 3412 (540 HP) - Net Reel - 20 KW Onan

Genset: $185,000 - File LB3096

70’ RSW Lobster/Crabber - 1973 - Detroit 12-92 (600 HP) - Federal Area 3 Permit -

4 Below Deck Tanks with 50,000 Lb. Capacity: $450,000 - File LB3317

85’ Slime Eel/Lobster - 1978 - Cummins KTA19 (425 HP- 2012 New) - 110K

Capacity Freezer Hold - No. Lights 99 KW Genset: $250,000 - File OT3312

86’ Shrimper/Stern Trawler - 2001 - CAT 3412 (615 HP) - Douglas Winch - Freezer

Hold - Isuzu 50 KW Genset - CAT 3054 40 KW Genset: $420,000 - File SH2871

88’ Scalloper - 1981 - CAT D398 (850 HP - (2) Deutz 30 KW Gensets - Double Drum

Main Winch: $150,000 - File SC3313

90’ Shrimper - 2002 - CAT 3412 (720 HP) - McElroy Trawl Winch - Freezer Hold with

85,000 Lbs. Capacity - (2) CAT 60 KW Gensets: $650,000 - File SH1813

92’ Raised Foc’sle Scalloper - 1985 - CAT 3512TA (1020 HP) - RI Engine Split

Winches - (2) John Deere 55 KW Gensets - $500,000 - File SC3267

BOATS & PERMITS
FOR SALE

“Serving Fishermen Since 1946”

10 Union Wharf, Fairhaven, MA  02719
Tel: (508) 999-4505    Fax: (508) 984-5596

Many More Listings Available at:
www.athearnmarine.com
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P.O. Box 172 / 67 DEPOT STREET, CHATHAM, MA / 02633 /  508 945-3501 / FAX 508 945-3373

MAIN LINE

GANGIONS

RIGGED TUB TRAWLS

SNAPS 

MONO 

SLEEVES

HOOK                        GEAR

MUSTAD

VMC

CALL US -                  WE'LL SHIP TODAY!

U S E D  5 0 7  T W I N  D I S C 
T R A N S M I SS I I O N ,  1. 5:1,  $2 , 50 0.  
Velvet drive, 1.5:1, $700.  (508) 246-
5555.

EQUIPMENT

2000 INT’L  BAIT TRUCK 4900, 33GVW.  
2 bait coolers: 8’x24’, 20,000lbs, 8’x12, 
10,000lbs. Bait barrels included.  Forklift.  
Equipment is in good shape.  (207) 
283-3494.

FISHING GEAR (U.S.A.)
NETTING-ROPE

WIRE-TWINE
84 Gifford St., New Bedford, MA 02744

Tel: 508-999-3540
Fax: 508-993-8964

Web site:  www.eurogear.com

FISHING GEAR

LOBSTER TANKS

Div. Plastic Supply, Inc.
735 E. Industrial Park Dr.

Manchester, NH 03109
(603) 669-2728

ATLANTIC LOBSTER SYSTEMS 
KEEP THEM ALIVE
Very simple to operate

Less cost — No guess work
Sea Salts available. Send for price list.

ATLANTIC LOBSTER SYSTEMS

COMARKCORPORATION
93 West Street Medfield, MA 02052

Local: 508-359-8161 Toll-Free: 800-280-8522
Email: sales@comarkcorp.com 

WWW.COMARKMARINE.COM

Interfaces to most major 
systems at fraction of the cost!

PILOTHOUSE DISPLAY

100% Dimming
Flicker Free
Hard Mount
Aluminum Frame
Touch Option
19" display
Starting at $995

Internal
Computer

Option
Commercial
Fishermen - 

10% off when you
mention this ad!

CLASSIFIEDS call 18009895253
We accept AMEX, Discover, 

MasterCard and Visa

EQUIPMENT EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENTENGINESENGINES EQUIPMENT FISHING GEAR

Liferafts / Safety
Sales and Service

USCG Station 327

Certified for repacking
Liferafts / Survival Suits

Sales & Inspections

508-993-0010
no delivery charge to 50 miles

LIFERAFTS

BEST BRONZE PROPELLERS.  Sick 
of pitted and pink props after one 
season? Ours hold the pitch longer and 
recondition more times than the brand 
name props you have been buying 
and reconditioning every year for the 
few years they last. Built to your spec’s 
not taken off the shelf and repitched 
or cutdown. (781) 837-5424 or email at 
twindiscgears@verizon.net

CLEARVIEW SCREENS   12” & 14” 
(300mm & 350mm) heated aluminum 
spinning windows for absolute clear 
visibility in any weather. Once you use 
one you will never want to leave the dock 
again without one. Call Steve at Steve 
Lynch Marine Services (781) 837-5424 or 
email at:  twindiscgears@verizon.net

CORDAGE  ●  WIRE ROPE  ●  NETTING  ●  FLOATS  ●  LEADLINE

ALL MARINE HARDWARE ● SCALLOP GEAR ● LIFE RAFTS/SURVIVAL GEAR
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SERVICES FOR: Commercial Fishing, Marine, 
Industrial Safety and Pleasure Crafts

USCG Certifi ed #327

“ALL YOUR 
FISHING NEEDS"

Phone: (508) 993-0010
Fax: (508) 993-9005

1-800-467-8865

TRAWLWORKS, INC.
TRAWLER SUPPLIES

AGENTS AND DISTRIBUTORS FOR
• Acco Trawlex • Crosby Products
• Bison Trawl Doors • Hansen Skipper Chairs
• Blue Line Hardware • Panther Plast Floats
• Cooper Group • Thyboron Trawl Doors

PO BOX 342, 
30 WALT'S WAY

NARRAGANSETT, RI 02882
TEL: 401-789-3964   
FAX: 401-789-8534

www.trawlworks.com

MERTON’S
FIBERGLASS and MARINE SUPPLY

• Complete hand lay-up fi berglass 
 supplies for light & heavy fi berglass 
 or wood boat repair & construction

• Polyester, Epoxy, Vinylester Marine 
 Grade Resins

• Marine Topside Enamels & 
 Antifouling Bottom Paint

• Silicon Bronze & Stainless Steel 
 Fasteners

Quality Brand Name Products
Competitive Pricing

All items in stock for 
immediate shipment

Online Catalog
www.mertons.com

call 800-333-0314
P.O. Box 399

East Longmeadow, MA 01028

Supplying Quality Products
To Boat Owners,

Hull Finishers & Boatyards for 
over 25 years.

800-333-0314

FIBERGLASS

HANCOCK MARINE, INC.
300 River Street

Fall River, MA 02720
508-678-0301

★ CABLE BLOCKS
★ LOBSTER BLOCKS
★ DECK PLATES
★ WINCHEADS

Serving the Industry Since 1935

INDUSTRIAL MARINE MARKETING
WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS OF

COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES

ROGER SMITH
Tel:  800-434-4412
Fax: 401-295-5336
28 Blanchard Pl, Wakefield, RI  02879

ROPE • WIRE • TWINE TOPS (small & large)
HEADING TWINE • MENDING TWINE 
WEBBING • BOOTS • RUBBER GEAR

KNIVES • HARDWARE • NETTING (all types) 
SUPPLIES FOR COMMERCIAL FISHING

NYLON, POLYESTER &
POLYETHYLENE WEBBING &

POLY STEEL (3 different types, 1st grade)

NOTICE

AQUACULTURE
LEASE

TERMINATED

The aquaculture lease SHE SWQ on 1.492 acres 
located in Squam Creek Salt Pond, Sheepscot 
River, Westport Island held by Daniel Schweitzer 
of Wiscasset, Maine has been terminated, 
effective August 16, 2012.  

FMI: Aquaculture Administrator, DMR, 21 State 
House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0021; 

207/624-6567; diantha.robinson@maine.gov. ���t���

New and rebuilt, biggest selection of 
used engine & gear parts in the world. 
Worldwide shipping. Best pricing. 
Call Steve at Marine Engine 
& Gear, (781) 837-5424,
or email: 
twindiscgears@verizon.net

Twin Disc + ZF
Marine Transmissions

BISON DOORS  1 set of 9 minus 
galvanized, used little.    Call (978) 
767-5408.

Cut a bucket of chum in 3 minutes.  
Comes with 10' Dexter knife.  Made 
out of marine grade starboard plastic.  
Stainless steel fasteners.  Portable fits 
on any size boat.  Made to last for years.  
$169.00 + free shipping   http://www.
chumcutter.com/  (978) 764 2265.

E-Z CATCH Manufactures a full line of 
crab, eel & minnow pots.  We also do all 
types of custom work, all types of rope 
and pot supplies.  (Free catalog).  (718) 
727-7373, email: e-zcatch@verizon.net

FISHING GEAR AND EQUIPMENT 
Crossley gillnet lifters,  Pullmaster 
winches.  Rapp Hydema power block. 
Various used trawl doors & rubber gear 
for sweeps and ground cables. Call for 
details.  (978) 857-9419.

FISHING GEAR AND EQUIPMENT 29" 
power block,10" submersible fish pump, 
10" transvac fish pump, dewatering box, 
18' rail roller, aluminum skiff ramp, and 
other misc seine gear.  Also available 
shrimp net and 9.5' scallop dredge.  Call 
for info (401) 742-3419.

LOBSTER POT COOKER ss, brand new 
motor, never used.  Asking $3,000.  (631) 
897-5422 or (631) 757-8264.

NET REEL 6”x 6” torque hub drive 
complete.  4-blade nozzle propeller 
63”x64”x5”.  1 set of 92” Thyboron trawl 
doors.  (781) 254-8169.

THYBORON 72”, TYPE 3, new chains, 
hardened shoes, $3,000 OBO.  2.3 meter 
perfect High Power doors, $2,500.  Notus 
headrope sensor new, never fished, 
$4,000.  (516) 551-2351.

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED CAPTAIN AND FIRST 
MATE for scalloping out of New Jersey.  
Call (848) 448-7088.

WWW.SEELEVELHEATER.COM  60,000 
BTU Bus Heater  "Anything less is just a 
warmer"  $399.00, 12 volt.   $429.00, 24 
volt.  See Level Enterprises, 25 Ocean 
Avenue, Marblehead, Massachusetts 
01945 (781) 639-0001

FISHING GEAR

2 PURSE SEINES COMPLETE; 1 set of 
purse rings; 15 fathom deep, 600’ long.  
Ready to go!  $6,000. OBO.  Call Bob at 
(401) 212-6110, or email <fvoceanstate@
gmail.com>.

328 COMBINATION SQUID NET  
8” to 6” to 3” combination squid net.  
In excellent condition only 3 years old 
with little use and stored inside. $4200, 
negotiable.  Call Mike (631) 767-4216 or 
Sue (914) 837-2309.

FISHING GEAR

���t���
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LOBSTER TRAPS FOR SALE,  2x2, 
36"x24"x14" and 36"x21"x13-1/2" .  Call 
(631) 897-5422 or (631) 757-8264.

TRUCKS

WORK TRUCK S :  Truck s trac tors , 
singles and tandems, various makes, 
also straight trucks and forklifts.  All 
at working man's prices.  Aran Trading 
Ltd, Rte 95, Exit 60 in Salisbury, MA.  
Call Dave Pritchard (978) 499-2900 
anytime.

WANTED

LOOKING TO BUY CONCH, WHELK 
AND HORSESHOE CRAB All sizes.  Top 
pay.  Call (917) 660-7446. 

AD RATES: UP TO 30 WORDS, 50¢/ after
❏ $50/month Feature Boat - PREPAID

❏ $20/month - PREPAID

❏ $48/3 months - PREPAID

❏ $150/12 months - PREPAID

❏ $24/month - BALANCE DUE

❏ ALL CAPS, ALL BOLD, ADD $10

❏ Check enclosed  ❏ charge my credit card

CC#  _________________________________

exp ________________  CVV  ____________

Signature ____________________________

Placing a classified is EASY
CALL: 800-989-5253
or ONLINE: www.fish-news.com/cfn
or BY MAIL: enclose your ad with this form

Category:   ___________________________________

Name:   ______________________________________

Address:   ____________________________________

City, State, Zip   ________________________________

Tel:   _________________________________________

email:   _______________________________________

• Boat photos are FREE with your prepaid ad.  Mail us your prints or 
E-mail to: <classifieds@fish-news.com>

Commercial Fisheries News 800-989-5253
PO Box 600, Deer Isle, ME 04627 www.fi sh-news.com/cfn/place-a-classifi ed-ad/

DEADLINE FOR THE JULY ISSUE JUNE 4TH

SURVEYORS

MARINE SURVEYOR C AP T ERIC 
TAKAKJIAN.  Commercial vessels a 
specialty.  Serving all of New England.  
Call  Fairhaven, MA .  (508) 789 -
5901/ (508) 990-3802, email <info@
questmarineservices.com>.

TRAILERS

G R E AT  D A N E  R E F R I G E R AT E D 
TRAILERS  48" box, swing doors.  
25 to choose from.  Delivery to your site 
available.  $5,900.  Weirs Motor Sales, 
Inc.  (800) 445-0058.  Check them out 
a www.weirsgmc.com.  

TRAPS AND GEAR

CONCH POTS   Frames, lath and built 
pots.  In stock.  96 Beaver Brook Rd. 
Lyme , CT 06371,  (860) 434-3432.

HAND KNIT HEADS 1 ball of  550 twine, 
$25.  Call Jim Rhodes, (207) 338-0136.

SERVICES

We understand your 
industry.

We’re dedicated to  
your success.

AUBURN | 800.831.4230 
PRESQUE ISLE | 800.831.4640

farmcreditmaine.com

•  New Documents
•  Bills of Sale
•  Mortgages
•  Federal Fisheries Permits

Complete marine 
documentation service 
to USCG regulations —

commercial & yacht

111 Dennison Road
Spruce Head, ME 04859

(207) 596-6575

SERVICES

AIR FASTENERS
1005 Corporate Park
Pembroke, MA 02359

• “Hartco" Clip Guns — 3/8"-3/4"-7/8"
 galvanized s.s., aluminum clips
• Ring Guns — 3/8", 1/2", 9/16", 3/4"
 Rings — Bright Basic galvanized s.s.
• Staple Guns — 1/4". 3/8", 1/2" Crown
 Staples galv. s.s. — 18-16-14 gauge
• Wire cutters — fl ush cutting jaws for 
 14-10-8 gauge wire

TEL (781) 826-2522
FAX (781) 826-5252
www.fi sherairfasteners.com

chris@fi sherairfasteners.com

PNEUMATIC TOOLS

FISHING GEAR PERMITS

MULTI-SPECIES PERMITS,  Gulf of Maine 
and Southern Area w/ Substantial ACE’s.  
Call for details,  (978) 857-9419.

SCALLOP PERMITS LAGC qualifier 
permits for sale.  Quota for lease and/or 
sale.  Call for details,  (978) 857-9419. 

PERMITS WANTED

MASSACHUSETTS PERMIT WITH 
FLUKE ENDORSEMENT upgradable to 
47’, 400hp.   (401) 451-9578.

SCALLOP  IFQ   WANTED  Will lease or 
purchase your IFQ scallop poundage.  
Same day payment.  (252) 514-7003.

SC ALLOP IFQ  WILL LE ASE OR 
PURCHASE your scallop IF permit.  Same 
day payment. Also interested in other 
fishing  permits.  Call  (609) 276-1732.

S C A L L O P  I F Q  T O  L E A S E  O R 
PURCHASE   Top dollar paid, cash.  
(609) 713-6531.

SC ALLO P QUOTA WANTE D IFQ  
will pay top dollar today,  All cash.  Lease 
or sell.  Don't want to sell or lease yet? 
Then fish with me and make more $$$$.  
30 years experience, lets talk.  (718) 
964-3139.

SEEKING NJ state and federal black 
sea bass permits with baseline specs. 
for 63'/60GRT vessel. Please call Jeff at 
(732) 757-5109.

PNEUMATIC TOOLS

E-Z CATCH  Stocks a full line of Hartco & 
C-Ring tools: clips, rings & pot supplies.  
(Free catalog).  (718) 727-7373, email:  
e-zcatch@verizon.net

���t��� ���t���

 Formerly Fumunda Marine

 See Your Pingers Working!
 • Reduce Porpoise interactions.
 • Avoid non-compliance!
 • Protect your gear and your fishery!

New Technology LED Pingers ARE HERE

44 South Street, New Bedford, MA, 02740, USA

PH: +1 508 993 0010
www.hercules-slr-us.com

For details contact John at Hercules.

PINGERS

STERNMAN NEEDED ON TUNA BOAT 
Fish New England, mid June thru October 
on 35' diesel boat, with captain who has 
30 yrs tuna experience from Maine to NJ.  
email: <jamato89@yahoo.com>

WANTED EXPERIENCED 1ST MATE, 
To train under CAPTAIN of offshore 
lobster boat fishing the Gulf of Maine 
and Georges. Someone who will 
eventually be able to take the boat when 
the Captain wants trips off or when the 
captains of the other company boats 
want trips off.  Call Palombo Fishing 
Corp, (401) 848-8118, or email: <bill@
palombofishing.com>.

PERMITS

SCALLOP  IFQ   WANTED  Will lease or 
purchase your IFQ scallop poundage.  
Same day payment.  (252) 514-7003.

AREA 3 LOBSTER  w/1,335 tags.  Call for 
details and pricing.  (978) 857-9419.

LARGE BASELINE  High horsepower 
ALL AREAS HERRING and TIER 1 
MACKEREL PERMIT.  $250,000. (978) 
857-9419.

LARGE BASELINE “A” MONKFISH 
PERMIT  for sale.  Call for details and 
pricing.  (978) 857-9419.

D O U B LE  Y O U R 
V I S I B I L I T Y V I S I B I L I T Y 
F O R  O N L YF O R  O N L Y

$5050
CALL LESLIE CALL LESLIE 

TODAY!TODAY!

/MONTH

SELL YOUR SELL YOUR 
BOAT BOAT 

FASTER!!FASTER!!

WITH OUR NEWWITH OUR NEW

F E A T U R E D  F E A T U R E D  B O A TB O A T

55' RHODE ISLAND MARINE  Rigged for lobster and scallop.  
Full electronics.  Detroit 8V71 main, Westerbeke 12kw 
generator.  LAGC scallop and area 4 lobster permit.  Asking 
$175,000.  Area 1 federal lobster also available. Will also sell 
boat without permit.  Call (646) 996-3059 or (718) 597-0505.

FEATURED FEATURED 
BOATBOAT

ADVERTISINGADVERTISING

SOLD
SOLD

SURVEYORS TRAPS AND GEARHELP WANTED
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NE groundfish history:  
 The rise and fall of the big boat fleet

This is the third installment of a 
10-part serialization of “Searching for 
Tradition:  An Abbreviated History of 
the New England Fishing Industry.”  

Here, author Dick Allen offers 
detailed descriptions of the big, 
corporate-owned draggers that 
dominated the fishery in the 1950s and 
’60s and chronicles:  the impacts of the 
200-mile-limit law passed in 1976 and 
the Hague Line decision handed down 
in 1984; the emergence of fiberglass 
boats in the 1970s; and the more recent 
shift in permitting from larger vessels to 
skiffs and dinghies.  –Editor

The 1950s and 1960s saw 
the pinnacle of the large 
trawler fishery in Maine and 

Massachusetts and its subsequent 
demise.  Maine native Norm Olsen 
and veteran fishing captain George 
Withers provided much of the following 
information on the history of the Maine 
groundfish fishery from their personal 
recollections and memorabilia. 

Norm’s father, uncle, and neighbors 
crewed and captained many of the 

boats named.  Captain Withers himself 
skippered the Quincy, Dorchester, 
Winthrop, Queen of Peace, Dorothy and 
Ethel, Tripolina, and Kennebec, among 
many others in his five decades at sea.

Throughout the ’50s and ’60s, Maine 
had at least five 
corporate-owned 
or corporate-
managed fleets of 
groundfish boats, 
including two 
homeported in 
Portland and two 
in Rockland.

In 
Portland, the 
Willard-Daggett 
Company 
owned the steel 
trawlers Gulf 
Stream (formerly the Lynn), Winthrop, 
Dorchester, Quincy, and Silver Bay.  The 
first four were nearly identical – about 
110' and double side-rigged with aft 
pilothouses.  These vessels harvested 
redfish and other groundfish from 
Georges Bank, the Gulf of Maine, the 

Nova Scotia Shore, the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence, and the Grand Banks.

In addition to its own boats, the 
Willard-Daggett Company often had 
large boats from other ports fishing for 
its plants, including the trawlers Medan, 

Ocean Life, 
and Batavia.  
All were some 
130' in length 
and among the 
biggest boats in 
New England.

Also in 
Portland, 
the Harris 
Company, then 
the largest ship 
chandlery in 
Maine, owned 
a fleet of wood 

side trawlers, and Maine Fisheries 
Corporation, a division of O’Donnell-
Usen, had long-term relationships with 
the double-rigged wood trawlers St. 
George and Wawenock to land redfish 
primarily, as well as groundfish.  Both 
trawlers were approximately 100'-to-
110' overall. 

More big boat details
Maine Fisheries Corp. also enjoyed 

multiyear relationships with other 
vessels, including the Resolute and the 
Lawson, which were homeported in 
Hampton, VA.  These boats fished the 
Gulf of Maine during the summer and 
returned to Virginia during the winter.  

Other vessels selling to Maine 
Fisheries Corp. intermittently included 
the Red Jacket and Flying Cloud, both 
double-rigged steel trawlers of about 
120' in length.

By the early 1970s, Maine Fisheries 
Corp. had acquired four large steel 
double-rigged trawlers from the former 
40-Fathoms plant in Rockland:  Wave, 
Crest, Tide, and Surge, all of which 
were about 150' in length, as well as 
the 155' Saint Patrick, acquired in the 

’60s, which had previously operated 
from Boston for the O’Donnell-Usen 
operation there.  

These boats fished on Georges and 
in the Gulf of Maine, the Nova Scotia 
Shore, Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and 
Grand Banks until the 200-mile limit 
of 1976 and the Hague Line imposed 
by the International Court of Justice in 
1984 put an end to those fisheries. 

The Saint Patrick enjoyed some local 
fame because, when she was rigged for 
midwater trawling several years earlier 
and under the command of Jimmy 
Farrell, she had caught 550,000 pounds 
of redfish in 11 sets in the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence.

In Rockland, F.J. O’Hara and Sons 
first operated a fleet of wood trawlers, 
followed by steel eastern-rig trawlers 
in the 100'-to-120' range, and later 120' 
steel stern trawlers.  The O’Hara fleet 
operated from Rockland from the 1960s 
through the 1980s, after which the 
company shifted its trawling operations 
to the Pacific.  

From the 1950s to the 1970s, 
perhaps the biggest, most modern 
fleet in New England was operated 
by the 40-Fathoms/National Sea 
Products Corporation, an international 
conglomerate whose fleet, fish 
plant, and shipyard were once major 
employers in Rockland. 

In 1958, the 40-Fathoms Fisheries 
fleet of six trawlers, ranging in size from 
135' to 150', landed 20 million pounds 
of ocean perch in Rockland, according to 
National Fisherman magazine. 

Whiting fleet, gillnetters
A substantial inshore whiting fleet 

operated from Maine from the ’50s 
through the ’70s.  Portland had at least 
three whiting plants throughout those 
years, Boothbay had at least one, and 
Rockland had at least one. 

The vessel size ranged from 40' 
to typically 65' because the Maine 
Legislature passed a law prohibiting 
boats greater than 65' from fishing 
inside three miles during the 
summer.  The legislation was designed 
to prevent boats from Gloucester, which 
fished off Maine during the summer, 
from competing against Maine boats.

With the decline of the whiting 
fishery by the mid-1970s and the 
closure of all the whiting plants, many 
smaller vessels exited the fishery and 
were sold out of state.  

With the rise of groundfish stocks in 
the late ’70s, boats still in the fishery 
and large enough – mostly 65' and up 
– to venture away from shore turned 
to groundfish.  And, the transition to 
modern steel stern trawlers began in 
earnest.

The 1970s also saw the introduction 
of monofilament netting and the near-
simultaneous mass production of 35', 
42', and then 55' fiberglass boats by 
the Bruno and Stillman Company, a 
combination that helped the groundfish 
gillnet fleet increase from four boats to 
at least 20 boats just out of Portland.  

New England’s large eastern rig 

Following a brief increase 
in landings of the three 
major groundfish species 
– cod, haddock, and 
yellowtail –landings 
declined dramatically 
through the ’80s and ’90s.

Photos courtesy of the Boston Public Library Leslie Jones Collection

Trawlers at the Boston Fish Pier. Winchester at the Boston Fish Pier.

See GROUNDFISH, page 50
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A432 Warren venue
Portland, ME 04103

(207) 797-5950
FAX (207) 797-5953

In Maine, Contact
Tom Peacock

90 Baystate Rd.
Wakefield, MA 01880

(781) 246-1810
 FAX (781) 246-1218

In NH, MA & RI, Contact
Dave Taglieri

“BY REPOWERING WITH A SERIES 60 DETROIT, I MORE THAN 
DOUBLED MY HORSEPOWER AND STILL BURN LESS FUEL!”
Lobsterman Justin Philbrook liked his 
Calvin Beal 38, but he simply needed 
more power to get the job done. Says 
Jason: “I had to run my old 375 HP 
diesel hard all the time; I was burning a 
lot of fuel and not really getting the 
performance I wanted.” Billings Diesel 
of Stonington, ME provided the solution, 
repowering Justin’s Rising Son with a 
Series 60 MTU Detroit Diesel rated 
825 HP @ 2300 RPM. “I’d heard good 
things about the Series 60,” says Jason, 
“and they were true. The last offshore 
trip I made with my old engine, we 
hauled through the gear and burned 

197 gallons of fuel; the first trip with 
the Series 60, we did the same thing 
and only burned 170 gallons. At the 
same time, I shortened my run to 
my offshore gear by an hour and a 
quarter – I can easily cruise at 20 
knots only turning 1850 RPM … a 
23 knot cruise at 2050 
is still only 68% load 
on the Series 60! 
Billings Diesel did a 
great job and this 
Series 60 Detroit is 
just what I was 
looking for.” 

MTU DETROIT DIESEL
SERIES 60

Available in ratings from 
350 - 825 BHP

hauled through the gear and burned
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Justin Philbrook
         Owls head, ME

Offshore hall of fame:  What made Snyder good 
BEARIN’SBEARIN’S

by Brian Robbins
First of all, let me point out that 

there’s no question mark on the 
end of that headline:  I know 

what made Snyder good to work with.  
And I will tell you.

His name is Steve Snowden, but 
somewhere early on in his history 
of going offshore with us he became 
Snyder – mostly likely because of Pa:  
“Ol’ Snyder,” no doubt.  

Pa had a way of making up his own 
names for folks and then referring to 
them with it as if he (and the rest of the 
world) had been calling the person that 
for decades.  I’m sure that one morning 
when we were working on gear in the 
shop Pa walked in the door and said 
something along the lines of, “There’s 
Ol’ Snyder.” And that was that.

These days you’re likely to find Snyder 
around the yard at Billings Diesel up 
in Stonington.  He’s a jack-of-all-trades; 
the type of person that can do a lot of 
different things but never lets on that he 
can.  Of course, you might have a hard 
time finding him at Billings because 
Snyder is one of those folks who quietly 
takes care of things before they happen.

Whose legs are those sticking out from 
underneath the railway winch?  Snyder, 
most likely – with a grease gun in hand.

Who’s that up in the shadows of 
the rafters like Spider Man?  Probably 
Snyder tightening up the shackles on 
the overhead heist or replacing a length 
of wiring.

The thing that didn’t 
break?  That’s likely 

because Snyder’d been there.
Snyder had that same approach to 

things aboard the boat – but that’s only 
part of what made him good.

Snyder fished with us for awhile on 
my brother Stevie’s 44' offshore lobster 
boat Shirley & Freeman back in the late 
’70s – and then returned to become a 
permanent fixture aboard the 54' Stacie 
Vea in the early ’80s.  He continued 
to go offshore with Stevie long after 
I dried out my feet.  He tended the 
engine room.  He knew every system on 
that boat, from the primer used in the 
lazarette to the replacement impeller 
for the head – to what you needed for a 
bulb in the masthead light.

But more than that, Snyder was 
steady.

He’s just that kind of a guy.
The crew on a fishing boat is no 

different than a team playing ball.  One 
fireball – or jester – can wind folks up 
and keep them going.  And one drone 
can break everybody’s spirits, too.

There’s no need of someone whining 
about being tired or wet or cold; everybody
is.  You’re all in the same boat – literally.

Snyder was the kind of guy you 
wanted to be in the same boat with.  
He’d do what needed doing with no 
tearing or thrashing; a guy of modest 
size with the head-down work ethic 
of a giant; and an attitude that was 
impervious to fatigue, cold, aching 
muscles, or a mouthful of redfish juice 
when armpit-deep in a clogged gurry 
trough.

And he was up for foolishness at any 
hour of the day.  Or night.  Or into the 
next day.  Or whenever it was because 
you were too tired to care – you just 
knew what needed to be done and there 
was weather coming so we had to keep 
going and if/when you finally got to lay 
down …

“Snyder,” my brother would say in 
the darkness of the foc’sle.

“Yes.”  Snyder was always right 
there – eerily so.  

“You know what I just dreamt 
about?”

“No – I have no idea.”
“Ernest Borgnine in hot pants.”
“Oh?”  You could tell Snyder was 

smiling up there in his bunk, but he 
would sound stone-cold serious.

“What do you suppose that means, 
Snyder?”

“Hmmm …”  A moment of thought, 
then:  “Big things in our future?”

“Thought so.  Good night.”
“Good night.”
I might’ve been the mate on the 

Stacie, but Snyder was the glue.  And 
the truth be known, there were plenty 
of times when I wished I could be as 
solid as he was.

Snyder hasn’t smoked for years and 
good for him.  But next to his laugh 
– eyes shut; head cocked; shoulders 
slightly hunched; a full-body laugh – my 
endearing vision of him features the 
glow of a Viceroy.

There were countless long, lousy 
nights when we’d be running – maybe 
out, maybe home, maybe from one 
bunch of trawls to another – and we’d 
be up in the wheelhouse:  Stevie on 
the wheel; me maybe against the port 
side windows, leaning against the 
bulkhead; and Snyder, more often than 
not, standing in the wheelhouse door aft 
with just the red glow of the tip of his 
Viceroy letting you know that he was 
there.

Every now and then over the years 
(usually in some fictional story) I’ve 
made mention of the glow of a Viceroy.  
Back in the old days, that little red dot 
that meant Snyder was up and there 
along with us and would be, no matter 
what.

I don’t get to see Snyder much these 
days, but when I do, it’s a treat.  And I 
probably have never said right out loud 
to him what he always meant to me – to 
us – and still does.

You’re the best Ol’ Snyder there ever 
was.  ■
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Data from Table 209 in the Environmental Impact Statement for Groundfish Amendment 16.

Percent of Annual Catch Entitlement (ACE) allocated to different vessel size 
categories together with ACE in metric tons by stock.  
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New England Groundfish Landings 
1950-2009 
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Dick Allen graphics

New England groundfish landings showed a steady decline from 1950 to 2006, with 
a temporary increase resulting from a doubling of the fleet during the late 1970s, 
resulting from generous financial assistance programs, easy credit, investment tax 
credits, and optimism following the 200-mile limit.

trawler fleet dwindled during the ’60s, 
’70s, and ’80s, particularly after the 
New England fleet lost access to the 
Nova Scotia banks and the Northeast 
Peak of Georges Bank with the 
establishment of the Hague Line. 

A few stern trawlers in the 120'-
plus range were built for New England 
during the late ’60s, ’70s, and ’80s, 
including the 295' Seafreeze Atlantic, 
the first factory trawler built in the US.  
It had no success in 
New England and 
eventually moved to 
Alaska, where it still 
works. 

The modern stern 
trawlers Tremont 
and Old Colony 
came on line just in 
time to be shut out 
of the Nova Scotia 
banks and the 
Northeast Peak of 
Georges Bank.  The 
Stinson Canning 
Company built the 
Calvin Stinson, a 
large modern stern 
trawler, after the 
200-mile limit was 
enacted.  After a 
short stint in New England, the vessel 
left for Alaska.

200-mile limit
As the large trawlers were fading 

away, a new wave of boat building 
was stimulated by the optimism 
that accompanied the 200-mile limit, 
financial assistance programs that 
became readily available to New 
England fishermen, enthusiastic 
lenders, and investment tax credits. 

The New England groundfish fleet 
doubled in size between 1975 and 
1980, from about 600 boats landing 
groundfish to about 1,200 boats. 

Following a brief increase in landings 
of the three major groundfish species – 

cod, haddock, and yellowtail – landings 
declined dramatically through the 
’80s and ’90s.  Fleets built by outside 
investors seeking tax benefits soon 
failed financially and bankruptcies 
lowered the debt service associated with 
many of the new boats, giving a lot of 
young fishermen a chance to become 
boat owners. 

After 1980, the active groundfish 
fleet began a slow decline.  The first 

major vessel 
buyout during 
the 1990s was 
aimed at larger 
groundfish 
vessels and used 
catch history to 
determine which 
boats would be 
purchased. 

The last of 
the buyouts, 
completed in 2002, 
bought groundfish 
permits based on 
their potential, 
rather than 
actual, fishing 
capacity, resulting 
in a reduction in 
groundfish permits 

but not in the total number of boats in 
the New England fishing fleet. 

Amendment 13 to the Northeast 
Multispecies Fishery Management 
Plan eliminated 400 boats from the 
groundfish fishery in 2003 and provided 
the remaining boats the option to lease 
out days-at-sea, creating an additional 
incentive for fleet reduction.

Permitting shift
Since 2003, the fleet diversity 

discussion has been complicated by the 
fact that there has been a significant 
shift of permits onto dinghies and 
skiffs that do not fish but are simply 
platforms to hold permits for the 
purpose of leasing out allocation.  

Continued from page 48Groundfish history

A substantial inshore 
whiting fleet operated 
from Maine from 
the ’50s through the 
’70s.  Portland had at 
least three whiting 
plants throughout 
those years, Boothbay 
had at least one, and 
Rockland had at least 
one. 

This development began with days-
at-sea leasing and likely continues with 
quota, although, unlike days-at-sea, 
quota can be leased from permits in 
“confirmation of permit history” (CPH) 
status. 

A true assessment of the remaining 
opportunity to access the groundfish 
fishery is further complicated by the 
fact that CPH permits do not appear in 
the National Marine Fisheries Service 
permit database and information on 
CPH permits is not available to the 
public, unlike permits attached to 
vessels.

The influence of dinghies and skiffs 
on the size distribution of permitted 
boats is evident in the differences 
between the fleet reduction numbers for 
small and large boats. 

Between 1994 and 2010, the total 
number of limited-access groundfish 
permits in the permit database 
declined from 1,440 to 1,255, a 13% 
decline.  Some open-access permits were 
converted to limited-access permits 
during this time period. 

The number of permits on boats over 

75' declined by 42% while the number of 
permits on boats less than 75' declined 
only 7%.  The number of permits on 
boats under 20' increased by 3,163%, 
and the number of permits on boats 
between 20' and 30' increased by 84%.

Dick Allen

Dick Allen was a commercial 
fisherman in New England for over four 
decades and served on the New England 
Fishery Management Council for nine 
years.  He is now a fishery consultant 
and lives in Westerly, RI.  

His consulting clients have included 
various fishery and environmental 
organizations, including the 
Environmental Defense Fund.  In 1998, 
he was the recipient of a Pew Fellowship 
in Marine Conservation that supported 
his efforts to demonstrate how lobster 
conservation could produce higher 
profits for fishermen.

Footnotes and references have been 
removed from this serialized version of 
this history but will be included when 
the entire series ultimately is published 
in a single volume.
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Our proven no-slip sole on the outside. A 100% waterproof Cr-Foam bootie for comfort and warmth on the inside.  

Feel your best even when the weather’s at its worst.

Introducing XTRATUF® II, the next-generation XTRATUF boot. 



52  •  COMMERCIAL FISHERIES NEWS  •  JUNE 2013

With over 350,000 D13s built since the model’s introduction in 2006, 

Volvo Penta’s 13-liter inline 6 has a proven reputation for performance, 

economy, and reliability. The D13 delivers impressive low-end torque - 

more than larger-displacement competitors – in the RPM ranges that 

count when you’re maneuvering and handling fishing gear. The D13’s 

Engine Management System (EMS) provides electronically-controlled 

fuel management, resulting in great fuel economy and low (USA EPA 

Tier 3-compliant) emissions. Sold and supported throughout New 

England by Power Products, the D13 gets the job done with outstanding 

performance and low operating costs!

RPM

D13
Ratings up to
• 700 HP @ 2300 RPM
• 800 HP @ 2300 RPM

- NEW ENGLAND’S 
MARINE PERFORMANCE LEADER!

“THE POWER SOURCE”

Your New England Volvo Penta Power Source

Outstanding torque, power, and fuel economy

Order Volvo Penta Parts Online  www.powerproductsystems.com

THE D13 VOLVO PENTA
GREATER TORQUE

Compare the D13’s torque curve (     ) to 
the competitions’ 18- and 19-liter engines. 

The D13 delivers more where it counts!

A closer look at the D13’s greater low-end 
torque compared to an 18-liter competitor.

BETTER FUEL ECONOMY

The D13 delivers economical muscle: 
compare the D13’s fuel consumption to a 

competitor’s 13-liter diesel.

W A432 arren venue

Portland, ME 04103

  (207) 797-5188  FAX (207) 797-5953

107 Audubon Road
Building #1, Suite #10
Wakefield, MA 01880

Call Joel Rumelhart or Bruce Woodfin 

today for more information

on our full line of marine diesels.
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