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recommendations, including proposals for habitat 
research areas. Concurrently, an ad-hoc Closed Area 
Technical Team is designing new and evaluating 
existing groundfish closed areas around the overall 
goal of increasing groundfish productivity. Specific 
objectives include protecting spawning groundfish or 
other critical life history stages.

Once the groundfish and habitat options have been 
developed, a process involving both the Groundfish 
and Habitat Committees will be used to combine 
the options into comprehensive area management 
alternatives that meet both sets of objectives. 

Next, the full Council will approve the 
alternatives for more detailed analysis in a draft 
Environmental Impact Statement, or EIS. The 
Council will then review the EIS and hold public 
hearings throughout the region to solicit your 
feedback.

WHAT’S THE BEST WAY TO PARTICIPATE? 
All interested parties are urged to attend 

Habitat Committee and other meetings related to 
the amendment. You can call the Council office 
at 978-465-0492 and ask to be notified 

by mail or check the Council’s website, 
www.nefmc.org, where you also can subscribe 
to our RSS feeds.

WHY NOT WAIT FOR THE PUBLIC 
HEARINGS TO COMMENT? 

Providing comments at public hearings is helpful, 
but input provided at the earlier Habitat and 
Groundfish Committee meetings has greater 
influence. Once the draft EIS is published, the 
alternatives are generally not subject to major revisions.

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? 
The habitat webpage includes descriptions of 

management alternatives and reports from past 
meetings. Questions should be directed to 
Michelle Bachman at 978-465-0492, ext. 120.
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GET INVOLVED! 
It Might Change 
Where You Fish

A
s many stakeholders know, the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act requires Councils to 

designate essential fish habitat, or EFH. The 
Magnuson-Stevens Act also mandates that the 
Councils evaluate whether fishing activities 
adversely affect essential fish habitats. Importantly, 
the Councils must develop measures that minimize 
the impacts of fishing activities.

To address these mandates, the Council selected 
a single action strategy known as Omnibus EFH 
Amendment 2 that will update the habitat-related 
elements of all New England fishery management 
plans at once. The intent of the omnibus approach 
is to avoid duplication of effort and to develop 
comprehensive and integrated measures that 
address the adverse effects of fishing on EFH 
across all fisheries. In April 2011, the Council 
decided to fold reevaluation of the groundfish 
closed areas into the amendment. This choice 
ref lected the high degree of overlap between 
existing habitat and groundfish management areas.

WHAT WORK HAS BEEN COMPLETED? 
The Council has already reviewed and updated the 

EFH designations and has identified a subset of EFH 
as Habitat Areas of Particular Concern. The Council 
also developed the Swept Area Seabed Impact 
approach to evaluate bottom-tending fishing gear 
impacts. An independent scientific peer-review panel 
supported the use of this tool for making decisions. 

This work has led the Habitat Committee 
and its Plan Development Team to focus efforts 
on cobble and boulder-dominated habitats and 
on mobile bottom-tending gears. These results 
have also been used to define a strategy for the 
development of habitat management areas. The 
idea is to protect the most vulnerable habitats while 
avoiding unintended consequences. For example, 
an unintended consequence would be area closures 
that redistribute fishing activities in a way that 
reduces catch per unit of effort.

SHOULD I BECOME INVOLVED NOW? 
Yes! The Council’s Habitat Committee is in the 

later stages of developing management measures 
to minimize habitat impacts. The current range 
of proposals is shown on the chart. The Council 
wants to hear from industry members and other 
stakeholders who have on-the-water knowledge 
of these locations so that it can further develop 
measures that will be both practical and effective.

WHAT’S NEXT? 
In the coming months, the Habitat Committee 

will finalize a range of habitat management 


